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p RE face; 

TO convey mftrudi<m by Fable, is liot 
only th^ eafieft and moft intelligible 
way, but alfo one of the politeft ; as it comes 
nearcft to perfonal* dialogue, and yet not fa 
liable to give oflFence. Fables arc calculated 
to point out to us a proper behaviour, aot 
only inr refpeft to our own condud,. but to 
that of others j and denionftrate to us every 
virtue which claims our beft regard, and alfo- 
every vice vrfiich we fiiould be fludious to 
avoid : Nay, they furnifh us with rules for 
our condud in every fiation of life j and may 
be. properly called the emblems of pure 
moirality and found policy, cxpreiTcd in th^ 
mo& engaging and plcaifing manner. 

* ^ 

The origin of fables^ h very ancient j nor' 
can it be properly afcertained. The b\ilk of 
the faMes we^have in profe, we are indebted 
to aii ingenious oM gentletnan for, called 
^fop, who pubKfted them about the time 
the* Roman empire began to rife out of ob- 
fcurity. Some fables indeed have been done 
by other learned gentlemen fince his time ; 
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iv PREFACE. 

which have not only increafed- our ftodr, 
but improved this mode of conveying leffons 
af mfrralily-*; And tho' of lat^7?cars we hay^ 
had* fcverRl colleftions or books, of this fort^. 
yet few, if any of them, can lay any juft claim 
t6 ott'iginaMty^ father tliatt . piittin© ojd (MSops 
into a. new drcft, jaft as fcbe fi&i^r^ pf tje 
tknes priSYgiikA OtusEngU^ipoetfe ^t-ip^z 

he adattar«^fe(igirf,,have:g)^0;forther ;. :^9A ihytt 
their mod cimoiis apd valuable iaveatieHii^: 
have greatly improvM this u&fi*l branch, ofj 
lileratwre ;. particidaffly ;]Mi' Gay,, ftfc Mooti?^ 

Th« ufe of ' fkHc W3» . firftf ^afeliSied*^ i£ 
not originafty introduced, by .ffifepvj ja. cir- 
cumftance which not ody maoiAsfts his) 
£lirewdnefs antiragsicity, tlkaqoickoj^rftf Ms 
wi€, and tha^ fertility of has« kiiFefttit^li)..liutt 
gives us alfd^^ft^ftrong. ideavp£his good hnsminw 

^^ Advice (fays a celebrated Writer) never 

coiQe$ with a batt^ faca» tlSia wheait comes 
witb a lai:ighii)g one :" . Amd it. is. certjun^ 
that fablei ratber pleaies tbaii o^eQd& tba 
Biceft* feafibilityj fince the^ inftruSion it con^ 
vey» is not mskgifterially obtruded upon us^ 
but is. abliqi^cly dmved by oui? own, apjplic»-% 
tion, and falU from it a^ it were by accident* 

la 



PREFACE. V 

Ih compUiog- the p^Cent coUedion, all or 
moft of. ou;* Fabuliib, ancient and modern, 
both in profe and verfcf^ have beon confulted ; 
and great care has been taken to fele<5t 
fuch hhles as are not only moA eafy and 
inteHigiblQ in the narrative, but alfo convey 
the. mod ftrikin§ mptab. The ancient fables, 
where the heatbciv naytIi0lQgy» 13 introduced 
in the fabuldus part, aire moJI^y omitted, a? 
being thought too myfterious. The fables 
in vcrfc are excellent of their kind, and 
are much the beft we have in our language j 
and as Gay^s are of .thcmfelves ufed for 
a fchool-book, they are all retained in this, 
whick is defigned for the ufe of fchools ; and 
as it contains not only much more in quan^ 
tity than any fabk book extant, but alfo 
is ibid at a lower pri^ than mod others,. 
it wiU„ ^is hoped, ha^Fe the preference, not 
only on that but odier accounts- 

The Editor does not expefl: tlie following 
coUe^ott will pleafe all peHbns, as fome will 
objed to the want' of cuts j in reply to this, 
more than double the number of fables are 
given for the like price, and wood cuts in 
general are fo badly executed, and the repre- 
fentations fo imperfect, that little or no in-- 
fbrmation ox inflrudtioa can be gathered 
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vi P R E F A C E. 

from them : Others will fay, that fbme of the 
fables are- not fo well told, or exprefled in 
fuch pleafing and pertinent language as they 
ought to be, — ^but the worft will pleafe fome, 
and the beft will not pleafe all. He confeffes 
fome are too long ; but if the humour of the 
narrative does not make amends, he has no- 
thing further to . advance by way of apology, 
but that he meant well. 
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N E W' B O O K S 

/ juft publifhsd by T. S L A CK, in Newc^{e»- t 
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Bqpk ; with a Vi^w to form the ji^png Minds otJ^^mithoS bo^ 
feeges to Virtue, and deftroy in the ^ttd. -UMUjIar tViccs AUd fjiiiltits 
t^hlch Mankindj^and Youth in particular, are addi£lad.t9t 
" From Fiow'r %9 l>]ow'r, from Jree to Tree, 

Culling of Swtjets, — ttfas foves th^ Bee ; ' 

And in one. fraorant Heap we 6nd 
The Quinteflence of all conbin*d/ 
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«very Copy is figned lyy the Author, in 'MannfoiTpt^ to -prevent 
•Ktacics. • '"' : : J 

• ii: • ' . ' .... 
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III. 
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I. Tie "BKAm^ ^ifid tie StOTK^ 

HE Sloth is an aaimal of Seutlh' America , 
9ad is fo ill formed for xnotioa, tb^ a (cw, 

J>aces are o(t^ the jouniqr of a week ; and 
b indifpoied t^ move, that he aeTcr changes 
'his i^acct hut-whea io^elled hj the iievereft ftings of 
hunger. He lives upon the leaves, brnt^ and flowers 
of trees, and often on the bark Itfelf, when nothing 
beiides is left for his fubfiftence. iks a large quantity 
of food is necefiary for his fupport, he gener^dly ftrips 
a tree of all its verdure in lefs than a fortnight. And 
being then deftitute of food, he drops down, likd a 
lifelels maft, from the branches to the ground. After 
reuiaiiitng i:orpid fome time, from^hc- mock rcceiredh 
by the fall, he prepares for a journey to fome neigh* 
bouring tree, to which he crawls with a motion al- 
moft .imperceptible. At length arrived, he afcends the 
trunks and devours, with famifhed appetite, whatever 
the brax^hes a£Pcird. By confuming the bark, he jEbon 
deilroys the life of the tree, and thus the fource is loft 
from which his fuftenamce is derived. 

^A Such 



2 SELECT MORAL 

How different are the comforts and enjoyments of the 
irtduftrious Beaver ? *This creature 4» found in the 
northern parts of America, and is about two feet long, 
and one foot high. The figure of it fomewhat re- 
fembles that of a .r-at.» Ig. the.jnonths of June and 
July the Beavers aflemBle, anci form a fociety, which 
generally confifts of more than two hundred. They 
always fix their abode by the fide of a lak^ or a river ^ 
and in *order tOTnake^aTdead water'in that part which 
lies above and below, they ere£t, with incredible la- 
bour, a dam er^pier, perhaps Ibtirfcore i>r a' hundred 
feet long, and ten or twelve feet thick at the bafc. 
When this dike is completed, th^y build their fcveral 
apartments, which are divided into three ftories : The 
firfi: h b«low the Uv^of-the-molej-aiid is for4ke moft 
part full of water. The walls of their habitations arc 
perpendicular, and about two feet thick : If any wood 
projcft froni them, they- ciit it dff with their teeth, 
which are more ferviceable than faws : And by the 
help of their tails/ they jJlaftcr all their works with a 
kind of mortar, which they prepare of dry grafs and 
clay mixed together; in Auguft or September they 
begin to lay up their ftores of food ; which confift of 
the wood of the birch, the plane, and fome other 
trees, Thus they pafs the gloomy winter in eafe 
ahd plehty. ^ 

Thefe two American animals, cpntrafted with each 
• other, afford a.nfoft ftriking piftare of the bleffings of 
• liiduilry, and the penury and \jrretchediiefs of Idle* 
nefs. 
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'II. Tte Tame Geese and Wild Geese. 

TWO Gecfe ftrayed from a farm-yard ia the fens 
of Lincolnfhire, and fwam down a canal to a 
large morafs, which afforded them an extenfive range, 
liud plenty of tppdr A flock of WiW Geefe fre- 
qv^ci^Hy rcicrtcd to this iriorafsj ^d though at-firft 

they 
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thejrwqrciby,* and would not fuffcr ttff taxnc onos to 
join tjieua, by ^degrees they became, well acquainted, 
and aflbciated freely together. , One evening their 
cackling came to the cars of a Fox, that was prowling 
at. no great diftance from the morafs* The artful 
plunderer dircftcd his courfe throngh a wood on the 
borders of it, apd was witliin a few yards of his prey, 
beifore apy of the Geefe perceived him : ^ut the iilarni 
was giv^ juft as he was fpringing upon them ; and 
the whole flock inftantly afcendcd into the air, with 
loud and diflbj;iant cries. The Wild Geefe winged 
their flight into the higher regions, and were fecn no 
more} but the two tame on^p, unuled to fo.ir, and 
habituated to receive proteftlgia without any exerti'ju 
of tHcir own powers, fpon dropped down, and became 
fucccffively the viftims of the Fox. 
. The faculties of every ^aimal arc impaired by dif- 
ufe, and ftrcngthened by excrcife. And in m?.n, the 
energy and vcrfatility of the mind depend upon a&ion, 
no ids tlian the vigour and agility of the body. 



■«ufc. 



iir. TA^ TiGEn fl«^ /A^ Elephant. - 

IN* one of *thc Defarts of Africa, a Tigci* of un- 
common fiz€, agility, and fiercenefs, committed Alie 
moft dreadful ravages. He attacked every aiiimal lie 
met with, . and was never fatiated' Ayith blood and 
flaughter. Rcfiftance ferved only to.iacreafe his fe- 
rocity, and paflive timidity to multiply his \iaim^. 
When the foreft afforded him no prey> he lurked nci^' 
a fountain of water, and feized, in quick fucccffion, 
and with indifcriminatb cruelty, the various bcafts tliiit 
came to drink. ^ 

It happened that an Elephant flopped to. quench 
his thirft at the ftream,. whlJft the Tig^r lay conceal^ 
in the adjoining thicket. The fight of a creature' fo 
ftupend'ous^ rather incited than rcftrained his rapacity. 
He compared bis own agility with the unwieldy bulk 

A 2 , of 
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of the Efe^hmt ; and tmfting diat he fliodd find him 
aj unfit to fight ai to flj, he bocmded towaixb hkDi 
and (batched, with open jaws, at his probofcis. The 
Elephant faiftantly contiaftcd h, with great prefcnce 
•f mind ^ and receiving the furious beaftDn hii tuiks, 
toflcd him up a confiderable height into the air. 
Stunned yriA, his faD, the llger hj motionlefs fome 
time ; and the generous Elephant, diicfoining revenge, 
left him to recover firom his bruifes. When the Ti« 
ger came to himfelf (like the aggreflbr in every quar- 
rel) he was enraged at the repuuc \ and purfuing hit 
injured and peaceful adverfary, he again afiaiied him 
with redoubled violence. The reientment of the 
Elephant was now roufed : He wounded the Tiger 
with his tuiks, and then beat him to death with his 
trunk. 

Does the ferocity of the Tiger merit the honour- 
able appellation of Courage ?' Or will you not rather 
apply that epithet to the calm intrepidity of the in* 
offenfiVe Elephant ?— True courage is alwiiys exerted 
in repelling, not in offering ii^uries. 



XV. Tie Dragon and ihe fw^ Foxes. 



ATreafure being hid in a deep cave, a Dragon 
watched it night and day. Two crafty Foxes, 
who had always made thieving their bufinefs, by their 
flatteries, foon worked tbemfelves into his favour ^ and 
fo foothed the Dragon, that he' made them his bofom 
confidents, ff^e mufi not always conclude the moft cctn^ 
fbtfaut tie truej friends . They talked to him with rc- 
fped, admired every one of his whims, were of his opi- 
Bion in every thing, and in their fleeves laughed at th«lr 
cuUy. One day the Dragon fell afleep, and they diret&ly 
firangled him, and took pofleiBon of his treafure : But 
now the difficulty was how to Ihare it, for viUains fcl* 
dom agree but in the execution of their villainy. Qae 
'^^ them began to moralize thus ; •* What good will 
is money do us } -a fmall bit of flefb would be 

more 



^WiPNTPi(TAIlfI)fQ FABLES. 

mo^ {mineable '^ £<dd is too jbard to bo eaten or 

fefted: Men fordly wift be foob to delight in ricl 
at let not 9s imitate thdr ^Uy." Ine other f 
leaded that tbefe rjcflcitions had aaule an imprefl 
upon hixn^ and told his coin}iaaion, ** That he wo 
^Ve as became a philoiopherj and cairy all his wc2 
about with hini.'^ In this mood they both abandoi 
Che tre^ure ^ but i^oa returning, met with each otl 
quarrelicdi and tpre one anod^er to pieces. As tl 
aji fide by fide, euiringi a inan ipiccidentally pal 
bjTi who, informed pf the occafion oJF their quarrcili 
told them *' they were both fook.^ *^ And (o is j< 
^hole race thcn,'^ replied one of the foxes ; <' to 
is fiot in your powei*, more than ows, to feed u] 
gold, and yet for the fake of it yon put one anoti 
io-d^A. Tliat which was brought' jn amongft ] 
for conTenicAce fake, has protied your greateft misl 
tune i ahd whilft you are fedung imaginary weal 
you lofe what is xcally good*** ;. 

y.* Tbi Beb s. 

A Tonng Frihce, in that feafon of the year wl 
/\, all Nature (hews itfclf In the greateft degree 
perleAion^ took a walk one day through a deUci< 
garden ; he heard a great noife, and looking abo 
perceived a hive of Bees. He approached that obg< 
which was entirely new to him, and obfervedf w 
amazement, the order, care^ aiid bofinefs of that lit 
commonwealth. The cells begsm to be formed int 
regular figure, and one party of the Bees was ftori 
them with ne£tar, while another was employed in fi 
plying them with thyme, which they gathered fri 
among all the riches of the Spring. JLazinefs and ! 
a^vity were banilhed the fociety j every thing was 
motion, without coofufion or difordcn The mi 
con^eraUe gave out their orders, and were obqred 
their iiafcriorsi without any manner of murttiur, j 

A3' ip^j 
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loufy, or' ItnwilHngnefi. Tbc Prince was extremely 
furprifed, as having never ften anything equal to ilicir 
polity before; wticna- Bee, whowas confi3e;Td ai 
Queen of the hive, *addreffed him thtis : *^Thc vic^ 
you have before you, young Prince, muftbe entertain'- 
iiig, but may be made inftruflive. Wc fiiffer nothing 
like difordcr, nor licentiournefs among us ; they arc 
moft efteeined who, by" their capacity and .di^ig^nci; 
can do'mpft for th^ public weal. Guf firft places are 
always beftowed where there fa fhpft tnferit;' and laft 
of all, we are taking pains day and' night for the be- 
nefit of man. Go, and imitate us, introduce' that or- 
der and difcipline among men you fo much admire iri 
«thcr creatures." * ' 

VI. " Tie BelX-t aftd the Members.' " * . 

MENENIUS AGRIPPA, a Rbman CcfnfuT, 
being deputed by the Senate la joppoie aulan-. 
gerous tumult and fedition of the people, who refufcd 
to pay the taxes neceffary for carrying on the bufinefs 
of the ftate, cpqvinccd them, of their folly, bydclivfr- 
ing to them the following fable :-*- » ' •' A 

*' My friends and countrymen, faid he, attend to' my 
words. It once happened that the members of the 
human body, taking fome exception at the conduft of 
t^c belly, refolvcd no longer to grant hint any more 
fupplies. ^ The tongue firft, in a feditidus fpecch^ ag- 
gravated their grievances ; apd after highly extolling 
tiie aftivftV and diligence of 'the hands and feet, fet 
forth how* hard and Ciilreafonablc it was, that |he fruits^ 
of their labour Ihottld be fquandered away* \ipon the* 
infatiablc cravings of a fat 'and indolent paunch, which? 
wa? endrely ufelefs, and. unable to do' any thing to- 
wards helping himfclf. This fpecch wais receiyecf 
v^ith unanimcrus applaufe by all the members,. Imme- 
diately •the hands declared they would work ho more ^^ 
tU^ feet ieterimned to carry no fatther'the load of gdts' 

i ' with 
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With whkh.thqr had hitherto been oppijeflcd ; nay, 

, the very teeth refufed to prepare a ilngle moriel paore 

for his ufe. In this diftrefs, the belly befottght.thi^ 

to confider maturely, and not foment fo fcnfelcfs.a 

\ rebellion. There is none of you; fays he, but may be 

ienfible, that whatfoever you beftow upon me is immcdi- 

■ atcly converted to your'ufe, and dilperfed by me for tlic 

' good of yoii all into every limb. But he rcmonfti'ated 

ih vaih ; for during me clamours of paflion, the voice 

* of reaion is * always unregarded^ It being therefore 

*iinpoffibl^*f6r him lb quiet the tumult'^ he was flarvcd 

for want of their affiftaricc, and the body wafted away 

to a ikeleton. Tlie limbs; grown weak and janguia, 

were fenfible .at; laft of their error^ and would fatn 

havd returned fo' their refpeftivd duty jj but if w$$ 

'no-w tod late, death had Cakeh' poffeflion of the whole, 

'and they all periflied togctheK' • .' ' ' ' ' '^ 
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.vn. The Fox and the Raven. 



/V 



A Fox obferving a Raven perched on th6 branch'^f 
a tree, wUk a fine piece of chcefe in 'her mdutH, 
inimedialely began "^ to confidefhow he"mighf poflcfs 
l\ip[>feTf of fo'deJicious a nioffel'' t)car madam, faid he, 
T ana .extremely glad 'to hare the pleafurc of feeing yoq 
this morning \ your beautiful fhape and fliining fea- 
thers' are the' delight ol my eyes ; and would you cori^ 
defcend to favoui* me with a Tong^ 1 'dbiibt not but 
.youf^- voice -U equal to the reft of your accompUfl^ 
ments. Deluded with thij flattering, ipeech, the tranC- 
ported Raven opened her thotiftr, iiiortlcr to give him 
9 fpecimen of her j'ipei w^en do^ dropt the ch^efi^ 
which the Fox immediately fnatched up, bore aw^ 
in triumph, leaving the Raven to lament her credolotrs 
vanity at her leifure. 

i.Tyx, Avarice 
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^Vtif* Ataiiice mJ tBe Sa&th. 

OIJK old mother Earth once lodged su^ indi^Upent 
' minft Avarice, before the court of Jupiter* for 
bar tnoced and malicious council and advice, in tempt* 
ing, tndttclng, perlbadingj^ and trasteroufly fed«cii|g 

' the fhiidreh orthe plaintiff, to commit the detefiablc 
crifl|b of parricide upon her, by mai^sUng her body, and 
rania^king her Tery boweb for hidden treafure* The 
indi£|mcnt was very loQg and verbofe i bi;t we mnft 

. dmit a great pirt of the repetitions and irnonimous^ 
tcrmsj not to tve our readers too much wiqi pur tale* 
Avarice being called to anfwcr to this char^g^e, had not 
much to iaj in htr own defence* The mjury was 
clea^ proved ufop her. The && indeed was noto- 
ffious^ and the mjury had been firequcntl^ rmeated* 

'INfheii therefore the plaintiff demanded juftice^ Jvpitcir 
ffcadity gave fentence in her&voor; andhiscmree 

_«Ka« *A ^VS* »MW«w wtiS» • (C f l|at ^«'*^^ Amwt*M A« a i*a<^ »W^ 

ddendant« luid tkos gricvoufly ixyured dame Earth, the 
ybintiff,me was herebjr ordered to take that treafure, 
^ which file hftd felonioufly roU)ed the Earth, by can- 
fiickii^iMir >oipm» smd in the fame manner ^ befoi^^ 
<qpcnin|(rbarbpfom> reftore k back to her, without dv- 
mintttioq mt ^swakm^ Aom this fentence it fhaU 
liiOaW jp&jt Jujrito' tp ,the tay-fta<idcrs) th^ in aUfu*. 
fmse uses ttie retainers of Avari$e IhaU bury and cos^ 
^ tEiyir xidkeS) and thereby reftore to ^ 
Hrhat they took bom her. 



If 



V apt /BOi are to condemn in others what 
key pra^kiie themfelves without fcruple i-^^— « 
I iays Plutarch) peeping into a hut, wbf^ a 
company of Shepherds were reading themfdves^with 
n ihoulder of mutton \ Lord, (aid he, what a clanoour 
Wpukl thefe men have railed,- if they had catched me 

at &dk a baiMria I 
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AMKIER beiag dea^ «d faixbf lattmd, 
the bankf of die rmr Styx; dcftrinif to be Imied 
over, akxig irith the other ftho&t. CharaD Je— nA 
hk fiort, and is fiirpriled to fee the MiTer, rodier thai 
fxj it, thfow himielf intothe rivor, aad fmimama to 
the odier fide, notwithftaiiwliag aU. the dauHonr aatf 
oppofitioo that eould be nade eo him. iUIlUlMi 
im an oproar ; and each of the judges iras'iDOdilalhif 
fomc puniihment foitaUe toarrimeoffiicfacbngexMi 
confequence to the wfemal icv c mi e s. ^ Shot he be 
chamcd tx% die rock along with IVomethcos^ Ot 
tremble below the precipice in companf with the Th^ 
naides ? Or affift.%fip]u» ki rolling his Jonel"--* 
•*No, (fays Mino^ jmbk of tiKfti we anft hMMH 
Ibme firveirer puniflunent. Let him be lent ba ch to 
the earthy to lee the ufe £is Heirs are mSSa% dtSm 
riches,'' 
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xu 7t0 7ot Mt tie S-roitK. 

THE Fox, diongh in generiA naaro indhied* to 
rpg u ery than wk, had otiee a ftrong sndination 
to pl9^ the wag with hbiiei|^iboor the Stork. He 
accordingly iffnted her ta dinner in great fenn | bot 
^BiHben it came upon the taiUe, the Stoik fevnd it con- 
fified (biely of difierent fonps, (crimed up in broad Ihri- 
low dUhes, fo that ihe could only dip in the end of 
her bill) but could not poffibly Atisfy her hunger. 
The Fox lapped it up very re&dilyi and orery now and 
then, addreffing hiinlelf to hirgueft, defired to know 
how ihe liked her entertwiment \ hoped that every 
thing was (cafbned to her mind ; and proteAed he was 
forry to fee her eat fe fparingly. The Stork, percdv-* 
ing ihe was played upon, took no notice, bat pretended 
to like every dtih extremely \ and at parting, preffM 
the Fox fo eamcftlyito return the ^t, that be co'-'' ' 
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not in civiUty rcfufe. .Whcn.tlw dajr arrived, lierc»- 
paired to his appointment ; but to his great mortifi- 
catkn, when dinner appeared, hit fbnnd' itfcdmpdfedjof 
minced meati ferved up in long narrow^neckedglavel; 
ft) that he was^only. tantalized wkh the fight of what 
k was impoffibld for him to tafte. The Stork thriift 
in iMsr long bill, and helped hcrfelf very plentifully | 
thenituming to Rcynardy who was eagerly licking th^ 
outUdti ;of t jar wh^rc fome fauce had been fpilled,— I 
am very glad,- faid ihe, fmiling, that you feem;to have 
Ho good ^n appetite ; I hope you will make 'as Hearty 
a dinn^ at ttiy table, as J did the other day at youi^s* 
Rcytaardhun^. down, his head, and looked veify mwck 
^ifpleafed. — Nay, nay, faid the Stork, do not pretend 
4o* ^e out of humoar^about the n^iatter : They that 
ntnoot ikkc a^jcfl, flxeuld neveciaiiake ofie; 

t 4.'.". .*?• t • ' £, . , 
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XII. Ti^ Spider tfwrf Fly* 

LUCY and Emilia were admiring the ftniftare of 
a Spider's web,. which, was formed between the 
branches of a tall flirub in a garden ; when Euge- 
'«iu$,-j;eturning frqm his morning' walk, ftopped to en- 
quire what ohje^ fo much engaged their attention. 
The dew«-drops yet befpangled the fine threads, of 
which the web was compofed, and rendered every part 
of it confpicuoufly beautiful. A fmall winged infc£t 
. happened, at this inftant, to be caught in the tolls 
and the Spider, before invifiblc, advanced along the 
lines from his feqrct retreat, fcizeij the prey, and kil- 
led it- by inftillinjg a venomous Juice into thcwound 
he had made* "When the rapacifltis tyrant had alxnoft 
devoured his game, another Fly,if a larger fize, became 
entangled in the melh. He now waited inapatient- 
ly till the infeft was fatiguedj by ftruggHng to obtaVa 
its liberty j and then rolling^ the web ^ound it, be left 
the poor Fly in a ftatc of terror jj^nd i^apptciicc^ -ais .^ 

"epaft for his rqlurniog appetite*^ .. 

Tou 



And ENTERTAINING FABLES, it 

Tou pity/.tke f^tc, faid Eugeains, of this unfor- 

tuiiate infect, whofc deftruftion is the natural confe- 
qucncc'of its ignorance and want of caution. Re- 
member that you yourfelvcs will be expofed, in the 
commerce of life, to various fnares, dangerous to 

{our virtue, and fubvcrfive of your peace of mind; 
lattery is the common toil laid for your fex ; and 
when you are entangled in it, vanity, affcAation, 
pcrtneft^ and impatience of controul^ conftitute the 
poifon which is then infufcd iftto your wounded bo- 
loms. Pleafure fpreads a glittering web, which has 
proved fatal to thoufands. Ambition catches the un- 
wary, by power, titles, dignities, and preferments. 
And Falfe Religion, under a dazzling outnde of myfte- 
rious fan£tity, and' pompous ceremonies, conceals a 
net-work of prieftcraft and fuperftition, from which 
it DwU be ftill more 'difficult to extricate yourlclves.— 
Soph«on atirfAlexis had now joined the little party ; 
and .Eugenius. pointing to them his dilcouHc^ bid 
them beware of the Cobwebs ofPhilofophy ; thofe 
fine ^un hypo thefis,- which involve the mind in error, 
and unfit it for the patient inVeftigation of truth by 
be bbfcrvation'ahd'cxperiment. 
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\c^ ' ' * *• XIII. l!he Mountain in Labour. 
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A Rumour once prevailed, that a * neighbouring 
Mountain was in Labour : It was affirmed, that 
to5 (he had beQo heard to utter prodigious gcoani^ and a 
ali' general expcftation had been raifcd, that fome extra- 
\ ^^: ordinary WnK. Was* at lland. Multitudes flocked with 
much eagernefs to be witnefs of the wonderful eyent : 
One cxpe£Hng her to be delivered of a giant j another 
ef fome enormous monftcr ; and all were fufpended 
in earneftexpcaation of fomewhat grand and aftonifh- 
ing. Wke^B, after waiting with great impatience « 
confiderable timev behold, out crept a little ridiculous 
Motlfe !^— Vain men, who raife the cxpeftation of 
others, and fall* (hart in their performance, ridiculed. 
•B^Miiii^-«Mio about npthing. ^ ^ Xiv. ^ 
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OBSSILVS thoie \ym> Hoimds ilutt ti« cmvlect 
tDgcUier»^d £qgcnws.to Lucy and y.mrIia,.who 
were Ipokinc through the iqandofri h^fm th^ tor* 
inept e«ch otkeryiigr a difagreemiwt lA their, ^vurfuits 1 
One is fpr moving .iknrhr> and the either vaiiitf urge! 
onward. ^ The larger iuc^ now (eesibnie objeft Sat 
tirmptsJiw^ui tbisiide4 and made Jkow he drags iua 
coamiuoQ aloofti who is ccirertiog ddl his <&irts to 

Suxsfuf; s. diflSrrent rout i Thus thqr '^"^ continue aU 
ajr at ^ariaiusey puUingoich other Jb qRFP^ direct 
tioust ^Kb«9i^rth|f .mights bysautual €Oiipf^S«ac^ paft 4»i 

X^u^^a^i MiUia^ concwred in ceafiirii^ the foUf 
an4 i|l-Q,atiqre of thc& Bpgs ; aod Eugenius eijpreflcd 
ajen4ar sfiih that hcTrnwht never iee aiqr tiling (fiaoEubr 
in .thear be^t jpiv to^cai^ ^ther. Katnra has Uiriced 
^pu tole^ier^ .bf the meat c^iuaUqr of i^ ; hf your 
e9inmQnj9p)g^opi to the mnft indidgent. parents^ te 
£bie qv3<fai;ilig ties pf iiftcrhood; and 1^ att thole 
gonerous j^rmpathie^ which Juve been ibftered in TOur 
Sofoms frmi your earlieft 4a£wiej« I^et thef^ iukcn 
cords of mutual love continue to unite yon in the famo 
purfui t s* -Snflfer no allmcintnts to diaw yo u difl e ic nr 
ways; no contradidorypaffifiins^todiftraftygnr friend* 
{hip \ no)* any felfiih views or fordid jeabufidi to ren- 
dier thoic bonds uneafy vA sifigu^&st^ which^m now 
ypur crnanMnt^ your firengthi and hj)^ie& ha{|pinc&» 

XiTi "The I>0«; oMi tie 8ll Al>OW« 

AK Ku^gry Spaniel having ftokn a piece of flcft' 
jBrom a butche/s ihop» was^carrying it aciofs n 
nvor. The^ water being cloairy and the Wfi ihaning 
. brightly^ he faw his owa io^ge in the ilream, and 
^fnie4 it to be another dog^ with a more deUcioua 
fiQiprfcl : XJppn. which, unjufUy and grsediiy opening 
b^s Jaws to (hatch at tlie ihadpWj JOifi loft the fnb<^ 
(Ul^c,,,,^All covet, all lofc. - . av/* Tb^ 
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XVI. The 'DAw ^wti toi&9pfed Feathers. 

a pert jbiHig tempter, or cky iq>p#ta- 
tice, kts up lor a. fiae gfflirkmnn^ %itir the 
aflUtanoe of an eadbroiilcred miftcoat and Drefden 
xiifflesj bat Without 0110 qdaUficatmi. proper to the 
diard£ter|kow*irtqxieiitljrdi>o k.liappai^ that he is 
laughed at lyy his ^^tfals^ and'deii>iftd by thofe. wham 
keprefumedto ixtAtatcA'. * - •« ■.: .: 1 'f . 

A pragmatlesll JiekdawiiTif Tam ettdngh toimagiDlB, 
that he vanted notbiAg bdrthedre&to render .him 
as elegant a bird as tht Reacock. ) Fu&d tip with this 
wife conceit, he phm^dlM^a&lf witha fufficient.tquan- 
tity of their ttioft bestatifiil imtfaess ^andia this bor-* 
rowed ^B, fbtfakhig4ilir't>l^edni|HBiiQDS) endeavoured 
to pafs fdr aP^at^^.'-Buc itei no fooner. attanpted 
to aflbciate with theft gexitefliSc^extui«s,.thauan afiefk- 
td ftrut betrayed the v^ prettnddr. - Tibe: offiroded 
Peacocks, pluddng frMi ^hhn titeir dcgifadcd fcbthers, 
foon firipped him of his gentility, redoced him to a 
aacrc Jackdaw, and drove hixQ back to .his brethren ; 
by whom he wa^s equally defpifed, and juftly puniihed 
with general tiemon ^ndt<4fMtAp€. - . r 



I 
«. 
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' srvu« ffi* Boys "^md Fac>o&. 

ON the ^nlrgm of ^ large lake, which was inha- 
. bitsdbjf a. great number of FVogs, a company of 
Boys J haf pf fif c( \(o j^e at pU]f* . *lt^elr diverflon was 
^duck z$4 j^f^^^f ^^' whole vollies of .ftones were 
whirle4.^fito t]^ tvater,«to. the gr^at aiii^oyatice and 
danger oftfaepodr terrfficki Frogs. At kiigth, one of 
the moft i^ardy, Hfting his head above the furface of 
the lakie,-<7^^hj^ dear children, faid he, why will yc 
learjn fq Xoon^ tte cruel praftice* of your rac^ ? Con- 
Adei^ I ^eff ^ ye^ that . thoiigh this may be fport to 
Jq^y 4t. is 4^h JO my /; . » 
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XVIII. Tift ^TAJGs Drifting. ,. . - 

A Stag quenching his tfairft in a ^cl^ar (akei w» 
ftruck vkh the beauty of his horns, which lie 
iaw reflcAed in the water. . At the fam^ time^ obferv* 
ing the extreme flendemeis of Iiis legs^— What a pity it 
is, faid he, that io fine a creature £nQQl4 >e furoUhed 
with fo defpicabie a fet of fpindle ihauks ! What a 
truly noble animal ihould I be, werc:!my .1<^ in an^r 
degree anfwerable to my horns! Injtbe.midil,^f this 
foliloquy, he was alarmed with a pacic of Hounds. He 
immediately flies over the foreft, and left his puHuers 
fo far behind, that he m^tprobli|»fyhave.efcaped; 
but tddng into a thick wood,, his horns w^re en- 
tangled in the branches, where he was held till the 
Hounds came ttp,and tbre him In pieces. Ixf his Ufi: 
moments, he thus exclaimed; How ill do^we judge of 
our own true advastagi^ ! the iegjs which J deipifed 
would have borne me away in fafety^ had not my &• ' 
vourite antlers betrayed me to ruin. 

xix/ The hxoujand the }/lov^^» 

A Lion by aecidcnt. fct his paw upon a poor in- 
nocent Moufe. The frighted nttle "creature, 
imagming flie was juft going to be devoured, begged 
hard for her life ; urged that clemency was the £ureft 
jattributc of power, and eameftly intreated his maje^ 
not to ftainhis ilh^ftrious daws with the blood of io 
dniignificant an animal : Upon which the Lion very 
generoufly fct her at liberty, tt happened a lew days 
afterwards, that the Lion, ranging for his prey, feU 
into the toils of the hunter. The Moufe hearing his 
;roarings, knew the voice of her bene&Aor ; and imme* 
filately repairing to his affiftance, gnawed in pieces the 
meihes of the pet \ and by delivering her prieferver^ 
.convinced him, that there is no creature ib much be^ 
low another, but may have it in his power to return 
a good office.*— *»-The Grea| and the Little have nee4 
of each oth^^ 
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XX* The Ass ani the L4i^-Docr. 

AN Afs who lived in th« fame bmXj with % fs^ 
, yourlte Lapwh>g, obfcrving the fuperior degree, 
^f affirftion which the Uttle minioa enjoyed, iaoagined 
he had nothijug more to do, to obtain an equal fharc 
in their good graces, than to imitate the Lap-dog's 
playful amd endearing carelles. Accordingly, he be- 
gan to firilk about before his jnafter, kicking up his 
heels and braying, in an aukword affeftation of wan- 
tonnefs and plcafantry. This firange behaviour could 
not fail ef raifing much laughter ^ which the Afs miG- 
faking for approbation and encouragement, he pro- 
ceeded to leap -Upon his matter's breaA',^and began 
tery familiarly to lick his £ice : But he was prefencly 
convinced by the force of a good cudgel, that what is 
iprightlyand agreeable in one, may in another be 
juiUy cenfured as mde and ixa&pertinent ; and that the 
forefl way to gain efleem^ is for every one to a£t fuit- 
ably to his own natural genius and chara£^er. 



XXI. Tie SwiLLOW and other BlUDS. 

A Swallow obferving a farmer employed in fowin* 
hemp) tfstUM the littte Birds together, informed 
them what he was about, and told them that hemp was 
the material from.which the nets, fo fatal to the fea- 
thered race, were compofcd •, adviling them unani- 
moufly to join in picking it up, in order to prevent 
the conftqucnccs. The Birds, 'either difbclicving his 
information, or neglefting his advice, gave thcmlclves 
iiO trouble* ab9ut the matter. In -a little timp the 
heipp appeared aboVe ground : The friendly Swallow 
again aadreScd himfelf to them, told them it was not 
yet too late, provided they, would immediately fet a- 
bout the work, before the feeds had taken too deep 
root : But they ftill rcjefting his advice, he forfook 
their fociety, repaircid for fafety to towns and cities, 
and there built his habitations, and kept his re£dence. 

B a One 
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One day, as he was ikimfjcung ,^oxxz the,,0rcet, he 
]iappcncd to Ice a large parcel af thole very birds im- 
prifoned it t caj;e, xm tfa^ (hi3tilllers'of a^irdfcaidbh^. 
Unhappy wetchcfs^ fiiid he, fovL nW^foelthe' jnitJmT 
ment of your former ncgk£t : But thifo yrbo^' lurtrmgf« 
no forefight of their own^ deipife the whblefome ad« 
monitions of their friend^ defer vefthettiifefaiefsvhlck 
obftinacy or negligence brings <upon their hieadstf 






« « 



xxix. Thi OayiA}^ andUEArk, 



i 1 



.'• » 



A Feeble old Man, quite fpent with carrying a^ 
burden of ftick% whi^ with n;uic,h JbU>our he. 
had gathered tn a neighbburing.wood, called upon 
Deftth to releafe him from^ the fati^es he endured*^ 
Death hearing, the invocation, was knmediiately at his 
elbow, and Bijced him whal^ he: )iF2if4edL.. Frig^eted 
and trembling a^ .th^4}nexp^6ted apipe^nuxq^ — Q £oo4' 
Sir ! fald he, my bur4eix h^ like t^ have iUpt i^om mcu 
and being unable to recover it'myfelf, I bnly inqipiored 

^ your affiftance to lay it on fny &ouki«[« 4ig ain Fgw 

have courage to face Death* 



- }\ 
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AN honeft Qountry'man oblcrved a Siiake .lying 
under a hedge, almoft frozen to death : He wa^ 
moved with com pailion i and bringing it home, he 
laid if near the fire, and gave, it fome hew milk, -.Thus 
fed and cherifhedi the creature prefently began lo re- 
vive : But no fooner had he re<io^er«d (U'cngA enpugli 
to do'mifdbief, than he fprun^ tipqA the country^ 
man's wife, bit oiie of hii children, ancf, }n jQiort, threw 
the whole family into confufion and terror. Ungrate- 
ful wretch ! faid the man, thou haft fufficiently taught 
me how ill-judged it is to confer benefits on the worth- 
lefs and undeferving. So faying, he ^nat^hed up a 
hatchet, and cut the Snake in pieces. " ' ' 

XXI Y. Tie 
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' xxcr. The WoLV mi the Lamb. \ 

WHEN cruelty and injiiftice are armed witb 
fovttp and detomined oo oppreiGon, the. 
ftropgeft .pleas for innocence arc prdferred in vain. 

A Wolf and a Land) were accidentally oucnching. 
tkir thirft togetl&er at the fame rivulet, 'fhc WoU 
Aood towards the head of the llream, and the Lamb at 
fwRt diftance below. . The injurious beafli refblved on 
a quarreV fiercely demands— How dare you difturb 
tlie water which 1 am dxinking i The poor I^amb^ all, 
trembling', replies/How;t I befeecH you, can that pof-. 
£bly be the cafe, fince the current fet^ from you to 

me I fiifconcertcd by the force of trttth, he chaffge^ 
the accufation : Six months af o^ fays lie, .you vilely 
flandered me. Impoflible, returns the Lamb, for I 
was not theti born. No matter, it was your^fctyir 
then, or fotne 6f your r^latioQS V and immeifiaiely 
fehsing the ifinocent Lamb,hetore him in pJcbe^.'. ' ' 






-xxv.^The Lakk and h^r TounG. * 

A Larlr having built fccr ncft in % fi^ld' of ^^tij 4<« 
•grew ripe before her yottn|[ ^tt vk\l abte ^ 
fly. • Appl'ehenive of -their wfai^y, fhrrnjoined f h^?flfP 
while fhc went out in order to provide foi*- their- TiWW 

fiftgag£,jQ.lifl;6n yssy attcntiYcIyi if they Jhould hear 

any difcourfe concerning .the reading .of tKe field. At 
her rctnm they told her, that thi fcTmtr*knd' lii^ Ton 
I^ i^etfn tliere» aifd h^, v^^e^tto IbAd^'to 'ftiztie /if 
their nejighboui^ ltd aiBSA ihctmin-cvitting it down jHi\ 
next day* And So thty- ds^end) it |0emS|iu|ion ineigM 
boi]r% laid ihe . laOther.': Teof woH $ - Ihsni I tii^kiivtr 
have no oecjdfion t^\bc af&aid' of 'totoi6rsow. ^Dic^ 
next day fkt vftn/i ottt^ 4iid left* widi th^m' thta 
iaiKie injunction, as before. rWlitenihe returned, they 
acquainted Jber, ^hat ihQ (txukr and ibis ktn* had ^Ipii^ 
bcexi there i but its jipne of nSxeir neighbour s^tintf. tii: 
their affifi^iipe/ t}\ey im^ ^defcrre^ deaplng ti|l4lil:3tcKt 
• 4 B ^ clav. 
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4ay, and intended to fend fer beIp4o dieir tekmds and 
rqUtions. I think we may ftill venture anothe/ day^ 
fays the mother ; but, howeveri be carefiil i^ before^ 
to let me know what pafies in my sbfence. Thejic 
now inform her, that the farmer and hh fbn had a 
third time vifited the field ; Sind finding that neither 
friend nor relation had regarded their lummons, the7 
were determined to come next morning and cut it 
down themfelves. Nay then, repKed the Lark, it is 
time to think of removing : For as they now depend 
only upon themfelves for doing their own bufineis, it 
will undoubtedly be performed. 



■www"M*«-wiirMMwwMia*«rih« 



. xxvi. Tie Pkog and tie Ox* 

^ A' ?'^8 being wonderfully ftruck with the fise and 
J\^ i3;^cfty <tf an Ox that was grazing in the marihes, 
could. no^ forbear endeavouring to expand herfelf to 
the fame portly magnitude. After puffing and fwel- 
Jlng for fome time, — ^What think you, After, fiid (he, 
will this do ? Far from it. Will this ? By no means. 
But this furely will ? Nothmg like it« In fhort, after 
^iMany ridiculous effidrts to the fame Irmtlefs putpofc, 
the fimple Frog burft her fluni and ouicrably expired 
«pon the rpot.«^— -^Wrttchcd Pride is often fatal to 
inepo^^or. 

XXVII. The CounT and Cohntrt Mquss. 

A Contented Countsy Moule had once the h<Mio«r 
to receive a vifit Irom an oM accpxaihtance be- 
longing to the Cborr. The Country Moufe, ex- 
tyeme^ gbd to fee her goefl, very hofpitaUy fei be- 
Ibve her the beft^^cheefe and bacon which her cottago 
afibrded j and as to their beverage, it was the pureft 
water froinr^the fpring. The repafl was homely in- 
4Bcd, but the welcome hearty : They fat and chatted 
away the evening together very agreesd)Iy, and then 
' i» p:»te wi qfxktwh each to their little ceil. 

The 
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The next . mornings when the -gBciV was to ukt her 
ka? e^, flie kindly pref&d her cQ^ntry firiend to attend 
her J fcttmg forth in Very pompous tcnxis the great 
elegance and plenty in which they tived at Cbtirr. Ih*^ 
Country Monfe was cafily prevailed npan, and they 
fet out together. It was late hi the evening tirhds the^ 
arrived at the palace j however, in one of the rooms 
they found the retnains of & fiimptuous c ut erl immem . 
There tvcrc creams, and Jellies, and fweattncats ; and 
every tfatag, in (hort, of the moft ddicate Vfad ; the 
cheefe ^naa Ptanefan, and they weifted their whi&ers 
in etquilitie champaign. But before ther had half 
finifheid their repaft^ they .wov abrmed whh the 
barking and Scratching of ii lap-dog ; then the mew- 
ing of a cat fr^Kted them tilmoft to death ; by and 
by, a whole train of fbrvants burft into the room, and 
every thmg was T#ept away in an inftant. AhF my 
dear friend^ faid the Coimtry Moufe, ar foon as fte 
)iad receivoi courage enough to fpeak, if your fine 
Kvmg is thus intcmipted with fears and daiq^ers, let 
tne return to my plam food, and my peaceful cottage : 
For what is efepnce^ without eah: 1 . or plenty, with 
w acliing heart I -* 
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xkviii. 7%< Sun ani the IViif D. 

PHCBBIIS aitd iBbhi h^ tmt % difpute which 
pf ^em cbirid feofieft prevail wMi a certain ttl^ 
veller to fart %rith his closA:. iEbhAr biegan the at* 
tack, and aflatthed hi^ l^th great ^fei^ee : But tho 
man Wntppi^g hi^ etoak lidl cfofer abottt himi doiribkdl 
his effi)rts ti> keep H, ^nd Went <m has Way. And |k>w 
PifidfebHs dML\f(^ his WHnh hifinUathig riiys, whk^ meb>« 
iiig oar tnrfdier by degtees, at len^ obUged him to 
throw aftde th^t dOik, which all the rage Of iEolua 
could not compd hkh to refign. Learn hettbe, fakl 
Phoebus to the liuilefhig Gol, that foil and gentto 
means will eftein ttccdtt^Sh %i<hat force and fiiry can 
tiever cflfeft* • - 1 
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* * 'ItiCli. The Wast /and fhi Beks. , ^] 

fjAETlENDERS of cyery kind .are bcft actcftcd 
' by appending to their works, — ^Stoe Koftcy- 
comb» being claimed by a fwarm of Wafps^ the right 
olimers jprotefted againft their demand^ and the caufe 
^as referred to a Honiet* Witiiefles being examined, 
they depofed^ that certain winged creatures who had 
a loud bxubf were of a yeUowifhcoIour^ and.foxnewhat . 
like Bees^ were obfervel a confideraUe time hovering 
about the place whgre this neA was found. But this 
dad .not femclently decide tiie queftlon ; for thefe cha- 
raderiftics^ the Hornet obfervod^ agreed no lefs with 
the Bees than with the Wafps. At length, a fenfible 
pldBee ofiiared to put the matter upoii this decifive 
^ue '^tjL place be appointed^ iaid he, by the. courts 
for tive^plainti& -and 4eicnders to work in } it will 
thi^ f9on' appear whifh of us are^anabIe;of forming 
fu(^ rce)alar c^lls, ai>d ifterwards of filling them with 
to defiaous z fluid. The Wafps rcfufing to agree to 
this' .propofal, fuffidently . convinced the Judge, on 
whkh fide the right lay, and he decreed the honey«^^ 
comb accordmgly. - :j/- /. . ... 



XXX. ,7X^, Wolf and the Crane« 
Wolf navmg With too much ^eedineis finrallowed 

.^ bvoe,it imfoity^attfly ftinl^ il|^hi$thnm^»lltf 
ui Ah« violent, of his . paki» he aj^ffU^d to fev^nd an^ 
sMlv^jameftly inApeating .them, |o i^%^(k it..: None 

Cfftft^nKT^ perfilSkdcd oy :hh ipjl^m promifcs of gra- 
Uiifi^^if VNl&tur^/tQ^uftiher ^H^^^ipus length of neclj; 
^wn Aiil^ftJfeTOft, oad fuc«;*flii^^; pwfonaod thejopp-* 
Miml/ 'WlM^o claiming therecfiimpenq^-*-* See the. 
imfe^tfonablenefs of ibme creaturesi ir^f^lcs the' Wolf i 
HaVq I *Qt Aiffexied thee fafeiy -to .d|raw thy neck out 
of >tny ijaw$^and,^aft tbou.<f>iifg|^ce to demands 

^rther *ewAied%^T:Tri§ Mi^.HpA^WxJ^W far wicked 
men in their diftreflcs ought to be relieve^ iT-but.aii 
lUfTAtCiif # monfter ! jgtxi. Tke 
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ixnii' Tie BnA^ Sfid 'thi TtM-TiLtEit 

f » . 

^TnWO, FTiqads fdtwgi ojo^^ Xogtti^r^ upon 



^»t before t^fpercehfed ^bcar wkifj&towar 
wHK gf^^t r9gc^ .. 7^^ n^y^ tt^ Hopes in fijg 
one pf tbfink taping rwcry. ^ftlyc, %nn4 up, iut4 

groMud) «h€il4 ^i« M^^ j^ jpreUmoeid Xo^ . b 

t«Fe>iU npt,^r^ vpf^ a li^dsj^r^aif, A 
came up, and afjer io^elUng 'tphlmfoa;ie ti 
him, and went on. When he was fairly out 
and hgariii g^- lhe h g r o fr o m the tree rafe out, 

to ybu very dolcly. ^e did lOb repUed the 
and gave me this goodpieee d^aovicc, " Neve: 
wu^ui^ a. wretdbjTAp, r% tly^ Jjx^i; of ia;^ 
deftrt.WuB Iricnd./'. ., ,. . 



•^ • 
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• '» "* ii;.- •:/*. xiz b .'.i W'^i^ : •'! '.i .. Lt 

♦ j/^ Eeacy half-ftanfred : Woif (mddkertent;^ 
4r\' in. the;.tay>of .1 Aix)nsi^i«dl<»-ledl^afiii 
IWblf being Diitcb (xio wedbtoiatt i;qio]i*tihe o 
thooght-rir oioit: prudent ^q accdfthoaeft.TD^ 
ftiendly manner ; cmd among oihar cii^ffities, v< 
piaHamljf CDngratubtedihim :op »hii igJEiodiy 
^Ince. 'Why, .yes, feturncdthejMaA^i I am. 
in tolerable .<afe; and if }yo;DL.wiU<>fi»UoW i 

fliayftonlibaltogBthii^dh'asigoo^a^iEbt.'' T 
pricked upr hi^ ears at: the prbpd&V ^d roipi 
be informed what he snaft da.td earn &^ ] 
meals.. Very: Uttle, replied th&JMaftiff^ oni 
away beggars, carefs my mafl:qr> aod f be a vi 
family. To thefe conditions the hungry Woll 
obje^HdEn} And readily confented to follow his 

qu 
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V^^mtmcc mhtrtfer ht ytnnM €PD^ As^tliey 

were trotting along, the Wolf obfcnrcd, that the hair 
was trem m a circle rolaiid hi^fiUfid's Mck^ whiebr 
raifed his curiofitj to enmiire ^hat was tSie ^ittafioA 
4r it ? Nothing, aiifwcrtd tfce BfaiBflPv or ^ v^^e tri-^ 
mc I oerhaos the collar to wlkich nrr chain is Ibmetimes- 



fiftened. Chain! , 

^rize i k fliOTild iccm'dicn Aat yon are non permit** 
ted to rove about iHkbre 70a pleafe* Not aNrbysi re- 
tttmcd Towfer, hanging down his healcl; hat what 
do6i that figniiy ? It fignifies ib mncb, rejoined -the* 
Wolf, that 1 am ntfolvcd to have no Aare in yoor 
dinners : HaUF a meal intfa liberty^ is in my 
tio% ^refcrahie to » feH one without it. 



MiB«« 



^taUl. m llO^ shdither Bbasts tntnting in 

-it Partrierfi^\ . . ^ . . 



J\ ' Liopalrd, i Lymr, and a Wolf, were imbitious 
XA. of the honour of hunting with* the laem Hi^ 
MTage majefty gracbully cqndeffeendcd to their defirc \ 
and it was agreed, that they fhould all have aii equal 
ihare in whatever mi^ bfc taken. They fcour the 
foreft, are unanimous m the puifuit, and, after a very 
fine diace, pull down ar noUc Sug. It was dtvi<fcd 
with great dexterity by tbe Lynx * into* fouv e4ual 
TOts ; but juft as each was going to fecure his fliare^ 
Hold, fays the lion, let«o one prefitmeto ferve hin^ 
felf, till he hath heard our juft and reafonaUc claMxis; 
I iei^e upon the firft quarter by vittue.of my j^rerogftt 
tive ; the fccond is due to my fupcrior conduA lard 
courage ; I cannot foorego the third, on account <^f the 
necemies of my den i and if any one is iiicliaed tto 
difpuie my right to the fourth, let him fpiak. Awed 
hf the majefty of his- frown^ and the terror of hk 
claws^ diey filently withdrew, refolving never to. hunt 
•|Un btzt with their equals. 

S3UUV. 7k^ 
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^^ tjuftiettuig cutout 

party of pleafurc^ as they called it^ which in tmtii was 
to rob the fiib-ponds pf a aeighbmrmg Farmer. Our 
fimple Stork appc^ to ms^e one ; 9na it fotujfeotd^ 
that tii^ . vcf^ fUl V^en in the £1^. The Cranes 
haxing Jbee&.'<^ f^Kjaden^ had very little to fay for 
thei^iebresj and were |irefeptly difpatched ; B«t the 
Storl; ploided hard for hit life ^ he urged that was hii 
firft fiinilt} that he WM not natural^ addiOed to fteati 
ing fifh ; that he was famous fvr piety to Us parents ; 
and^ in iborty for xaaoy other Tirtnet* Yonp pi^H^ «nd 
.▼irtue, faid the Farmerj xnayi for aught I k'nbwj. he fx» 
empbry; btityour bfeing in company with thieves, 
rendefs it vgry fuipieious % and you nlu^ therefert^ 
fabmit with, patiqice to Ihare the fimcponifiiment 
-with yonr companioas. 



XXXV. The Ant and the Fly. * 

• • • 

AN A|it and a Fly had once a ildiadjDUs conteft 
about precedency, ahd were arguing which of 
the two was the moft honouraUie.' Such diQ^utes moft 
frequently happen amongft the loweft and moft worth* 
lefs creatures. The Fly exprefled ereat reientmenty 
that fuch a poor, crawling infe£k uould preliune to 
iie baOdng inthe fame mmiinei with one ib modi 
her luperj^r t. Thou haft not furelr the inibJencey (aid 
ihcy to imaginethyfelf of an equal ribik with sne. I 
am- none* of your low inechanic ereaturea, wholbe by 
tbdr induft^i but enjoy in plentyi- and without t^ 
bouTy every thing that is truly delicious. If face my* 
ielf uncontrottled upon the heads of kiws ; I kitt, 
uritb freedom^ the fips of beauties ; and tern npon the 
jchfiiceft lacrificcs tibat are-offered to the Gods^ To eat 
vrith the Cods^ repKsd the Ant, and to enjoy tfaefiivodn 
^f the fiur afkd pow^ul^ would be great honomr indieed 

to 
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Ufpnf'fbp. wa45 an inyitqi ^ a .ipr^coficyfucft-i Jjut 
an impertinent intruderi wno is cTriveh out with aver- 

Maifofi^ we tl^fes^ t& bo»ft 6(^9^ ^vH^g^^ And is 
V&lhB bdxiouir f»f Hot ltiouirtft| for foiit iWbfifte&e«, 
1km too- your boaft i^ ofiljr ftfar ^gnte i Jbr Km^e it 
itr€kliif.eilte hatf of the yptr faa ttt^dtSthv^ecvtg^ of 
tlflf^ ^ifMhpn ,Mdeffilrie^ bfllfe ) ;#EUft I/a6Cf ht 6mt 
xikHf k'^di^tngf tdthe hosrrdeS gi^ii^ie),>^UMl^ ih;^ ho- 
n^kiiuArf Im JBiled, ^oy' ^r\6tf fkirfa^dii^ iiftte- 

pdidei&t- of tkt Mg^ ekhet ^f b^andes ^^f ki»g^« 

. ' - •• - • » » ♦*. # . , 
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A Sicl^^b^'fMig^^ witb- pjayv iju^* tipifeif 
/^.dayr^.bf:t]H;t><ii^ of a. deep pitV Yi[^9|e;kc fell 
mb aiieip^ ^Uluiifi ^^l^i^'uag to pafs byi : aod fe^g 
Klin in this* dangerous fituation, l^dly gsive l^^ a ta^ 
on the ihoulder : My dear child, faid ttxc, if yob had 
wBm mHO" fi lls pit| "T Ihouliil* haf e ' Dome 'the 'blftutey 
though in fa£t the. accident would, have been wholly 
owing to ytmr dvm cstrfciefiiefs.' • ' ' '-'- 
^ j^isfortune^'&id a celebratsd Cardinalj^ is 1^ ^n- 
mhef ivbrd for. Imprudeiice. HiiS maxJ^tt is by lao 
' lAeitiS abfoluldiy true ;. Certaih, hovsrever, it is, that 
msuikind ftxScr morfs evils from their o#xi ixiiprud^nce, 
Ihaii from events which are' fiot liX their power to 
r<mtf6un .: . * _ 
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: ' ''xixvrt./ tbi Cfit: hniiJii Billow. '• 

t. ..■••• -_• 

AXwrtitcd WiBov faad> Mice tiie vanity to chsb* 
^ tenge liis mighty neighbour tbd Oak, to a trbd 
^flrcajgtlL Jt wms to be dctenbined by. the next 
fikiskdy ^xA JEdlus was adcitfeflsd by. both parties, to 
«alfM h^ HsBoSi ^w^rfiil efiiorlfk Tbiii' yrat na.fo0ner 
iHikcdl'thah granted, and a* violent: hurtioMae arofe $ 
whea^tlHt pliant Willow, < bending; from the Uaflly or 
ik« fa j^m p uuder i|9 evaded all its ^Mroe \ whik tlxe 

• • generoins 



And ENTERTAINING FABLES. m 

generous Qak» difihining.to gWe way, oppofcd its furj« ' 
and was torn up by the roots. Immediately the Wit- 
tev began to eiazlt> and to dalm'the ridory; when 
tints the fatten Oak mterropted his exultation : '^ Called 
thoti tbis a trial of ftrength ? Poor wretch ! not to 
tby fireagth^ but weakneD ; not to thy boidly facing 
(hn|.er| hue meanly ikulking from if, thou oweft thy 
prtfciit fi^Escy. I ant an Qak> tfaou^ fidlen; thon 
AiH a Willowy though unhurt : But who, except To 
nean a wretch as thy&if^ would prefer an ignominious 
^e» pderv^d byaraft or cowardice^ to the glory of 
isieetiitg Deads an^ a biaire contention ?** 



XXtViiX. Thi FaKmer and the StaC. 

■ 

AStagi. who had left at fome diftanee a pack of 
;. honndbr, came* up to a Firmer, i^nd deifired he 
would fiiffer him to hide himfelf in a Iktle coppice 
which joined to his hovfe. Tlie Farmer, on condition 
that he would forbear to enter a field; of wheat which 
^ before him, and was^ now ready for the fickle, im- 
^diatcly gsrve hirii leive, tod pt-omifed not to betray 
^inx. Tho^ Squire^ with his tralh' inftantly appeared, 
and enquiring whether he had not feen the Stag^ — ^No, 
f«iid the Parmer, he has not pafled this way, I aftbre 
you J btxt, in order to curry fitvour at the fame time 
with his worlhip, he pointed fliiy with his fiii'ger to 
the place where the poor beaft lay concealed. This, 
however, the Sportfman, intent on his game, did not 
obfenrc, but pafled on Vritjh his dogs- aqrofe the very 
field. As foon as the Stag perceived they were gone* 
^ pfepared to fltectl a&y without fpeakmg a wdrd. 
Methinks, criod the Farmer^ you mi^t tliax^ me, at 
ieaftjfor the refuge I have affi)rded you* Yesy laid 
<he l^g, bad your hand^ been as .honcft 'as your 
tongnei I certainly ihouUi ; but all the return that; a 
^^bieHBteaier lui&' to expert, is a juft indignatioitand 
C(mtfm{>ti ' >■ ' ^ . • 

C XXXJ3C. Ihe 
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XXXIX. The Cock an^'the Fox. 

AN experien(ied old Cock was fetting himfdf to 
roofb upon a high bough, ivhen a Fox appeared 
under the tree, ' I am come, faid the artful hypocrite, 
to .acquaint you, in the name of all my brethren, that 
fit general peace ,h concluded between U3 s«id your 
whole family. Defcend immediately, I. befeech you^ 
i:liat we may mutually embrace upon fo joyful aini un- 
expend an event. My good friend, replied the 
Cock, nothing could be more agreeable to me thaa 
this news \ and to hear it froib you increafes: my fatis- 
faAion : But I fpy two Greyhounds at a diftance 
coming this way, who are probably difpatched as cou- 
riers with the treaty ; as they rUh very fwiftly, and 
will certainly be here in a few minutes, I will wait 
their arrival, that we may all four embrace together. 
Reynard weli knew, that if this was the cafe, it wae no 
time for him to remain there any longer ; pretending 
therefore to be in great haftc, — Adieu, faid he, for 
the prcfent ; we will referve our rejoicings to another 
.opportunity : Upon which he darted into the woods 
with all imaginable expedition. Old Chanticleer no 
iboner faw him depart, than he crowed abundantly in 
triumph of his artiiice : For, by a haroilefs ftratagcm, 
to diiappoint the malevolent intentions of thole who 
are endeavouring to deceive us to our ruin, is not only 
innocent but laudable. 



XL. The Fox ^hd the Goat. 

A Fox and a Goat travelling together in a very 
fultry day, found themfclves exceedingly thirfty } 
when looking round the country in order to difcover 
a pkce where they might probably meet with water» 
they at length delcried a clear fpring at the bottom -q£ 
a pit. They both eagerly defcended \ and having iuf-« 
^i^.iently allayed their thirft, it was time to confideir 
licfw tli^ Ihould get out. Many expedients for that 

purpofe 
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purpofe were mutually propofed, and rcjcftcd. Ae 
laft the crafty Fox cried out with grr at joy, I have a 
thought juft ftrack into my mind, wbicJi 1 am confi- 
dent will extricate us out of our difficulty 2 Do yoo, 
iaid he to the Goat, only rear yourfclf up upon your 
hinder legs, and reft your fore feet againft the fide of 
the pit : In this pofturc, I will climb up to your head, 
from whence I fhall be able, with a I'pring, to rerch 
the top \ and when I am once there, you are fenlibl^ 
it will be ^ery eafy for me to pull you out by tliq 
horns. The fimple Goat liked the propofal well, and 
immediately placed himfclf ;is dircfted j by mains of 
which, the Fox, without much difficulty, gained the 
top. And now, (aid the Goat, give me the afBilance 
you promifed. Thou -old Fool, replied the Fox, hadll 
thou but half as much wit as besu'd, thou .wouldil ne- 
ver hare beUevid that I would hazard .mine ovm life 
to fave thine : HowevcTi I will leave with thee a piece 
of advice, which may be ofJervice to thee hereafter, if 
Ihou ftiouldft have the good fortune to makrthy efcape : 
** Never venture into a pit again, before thou haft wcJT 
confidered how to get out oT it." 



XLI. The Dog and tie Crocodile. 

WE can never be too carcfuHy guarded againft 
a connexion with perfons of a fufpicious clia- 
rafter. — As a Dog was coorfing the banks of the Nrle, 
he grew thlrfty j but fearing to be feized by the mon- 
ftcrs of that river, he would not ftop^ to fatiatc his 
drought, but lapped as he ran. A Crocodile railing 
his head above the furface of the water, afked him", 
W**y ^c w^ in fuch a hurry ? He had ofteii, he faid, 
wiihed for his ac<]uaintance, and fhould be glad to em- 
brace the prefent opportunity. You do me great ho- 
nour, faid the Dog ; but it is tp avoid fuch companions 
as you that I am In fo much haftc. 

C 2 XtXU ^he 
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Xl^li, Thi Ass and bis MASTEit. 



A Diligent Afs, tkac had long ler?ed a feircre Maifter, 
daily loaded beyond his ftrength, and kept but 
'4t very fliort commoiiSy happoi^ one day in ku old 
age to be oppreSed with a burthen of earthen-irare : 
Hts ftrength being moch impaired, ^aid the road deep* 
and uneven^ he unfortunately made a trip ; and unabie 
to reover himfelf, fell down, and broke ^ the vefibls 
to pieces. His ouifter) tranfported with rage, begam 
to beat him with great violence, and without nuercy. 
To whom tlie poor AfSj lifting up his head as he 1^ 
on the ground^ ftrongly remonftrated : *^ Unfeeling 
wretch ! to thy own avaricious cruelty, in firft pinching 
me of food, and then loading me beyond my ftraigth, 
tKbu oweft the misfortane^Drtiich thou fb nnjuftiy im* 
puteft to xne.— One cafual flip ihouki not overtoni 
tiie faithful fert ites of a long life. 



XLixi. Th^ Wo LP in Difguife. 

* 

DESIGNING hypocrites frequently lay themfelves 
open to difcovery, 1>y over^dfing their parts.-^ 
A Wolf who, by his frequent viilts to 3 flock QJ Sheep 
in his neighbourhood, began to be extremely well 
known to them, thought it expedient^ lor the more 
fuccef^fuUy carrying on his depredaticps, to appear in 
^inew charadter. To this end, he difguifed hunCelf ia 
a iShepherd's habit ; and refting his fpre-feet upon n 
iUck, which fcrved Jiim by way pf crook^ he foftly 
made his approaches towards the fold. It happeiied 
that the Shepherd and Ids Dog werp both of them ex- 
tej}de4 OR the grais, hik afleep *, fo that he would cei> 
tainly have fucceeded in his project, if he had not im^* 
prudently attempted to imitate the Shepherd's voice. 
The horrid noile awakened them both j when th« 
Wolf, encumbered, with hk difguife, and &)ding it 
impoffible either to reflft or to fly, yielded up his life 
im e^fy prey to the Shepherds Dog. 

XLXV. Tie 
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XLtT. 7%f BoT ani the Filberts. 

A Certain Boy, as Epiftctus tells the Fable, put 
Ilk tLaad into a phcher, when great plenty of 
iigs and fiberts were depoGted \ he grafped as many as 
2m fift could poffiMy hold, bm when he endeavoured 
to poU it out, the namwnefs of the neck prevented 
bim. UnwiUing to lofe any of themj but unable to 
draw out his hand, he burft mto fears, and bitterly be- 
moaned his hard fortune* An honeft fellow who ftood 
byi gave him thb wife and feafonable' advice : ** Grafp 
only half the quantity, my boy, and you will eaiily 
fucceed/' 



"••••ip" 



xt,v. The, Mimic and the Countbtman. 

MEN often judge wrong from feme Saolifh pre«* i 
judice ;. and wh^ tlney pcrfift in the defence* 
of their miftakes^ are fomtiimes broug^it to ihame byj 
lAconteftiUe evkUnce. r : 

A certain. r^hPatriciani intending to treat the Ri>*^ 
Qiai} people with fon>c theatrical emertainmcnts^ pubr 
liihed a reward to any one, .^ho could furnifh out » 
new or uncohiiAbit diVeHiofiV Excited by enmUtion, 
tbe ai-tifls aAeaiUod fMaraA |virt»>':ainoni|pwUom,;^a' 
Mimic, well Ik'iuafwn For hi^aithi wit,, gasw out, that ti'e 
had a kind of entertamin6nt.&2it:had ^evef yet been^ 
produced upon any ftage*. • . ^ '4 «•) 

This report b^ing i[x^!a^t/^bron|^'tkcr wholi ^ 
cky ti^etheru Tiitf, tlai^acier ^uUl hardly cbntalh.tK^^ 
niunber . «6 ^dators^ i^nd ^^i^tbe aj-tift app^r^d^ « 
akidb upon:ltkieibsL^^ wathob antytiapparaiusyrwinhoiiti^ 
aiiy ipr»g»pteridi( adBftamtj ic^yJoflgr iml.iuilieivre. .k^jtf " 
the fpcdaitoifs in. a' jbnifibu^ fiicnce. ^-On aJjfvd<fet»,'« 
the rerfc^nnei' thrnft down his head into his bofoxc^^ / 
and mimicked the (queakiBg^f oiyMing ptg.fo^natoral'*^ 
ly, thai th^ snidiencf infiAed upoii. it 'he had a real 
pig imder his doak^ and ordered him. to he ficurched 2 « 
V : .,i;a-:. . C 3 . Which 
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Which being donej when nothing appeared, they loaded 
the man with encomiums, and honoured him with the 
moft extravagant apjdaufe. . -*' 

A Country Fellow obferving what pafled^-^FaiAi, 
fays he, I can do this better than he ; and immediate- 
ly gave out that he would perform the fame thing 
much better the next day. Accordingly, greater crowds 
aflembled ; prepoflefled however in favour of the firft 
Artift, they fit prepared to laugh at the Clown, rather 
than judge finrly of his- performance. 

They both came out upon the ftagc. The Mimic 
grunts away firft, is received with vaft applaufe, and 
tlie loudeft acclamations. Then the Countryman, pre- 
tending that he concealed a little pig under his cloaths, 
(virhich in faft he did) plucked the ear oFlhc animal, 
and by the pain forced him to utter his natural cry. 
The people exclaimed aloud, that the firft performer 
had imitated the pig much more naluraliy ; and Ivould 
havehiiTed the Countryman offtheftagcj but pro- 
ducing the real pig fsom his i»ofam, ^and :convmcitig ' 
themt>y a vifible proof of their ridiculous error, — See, 
gentlemen, fays he, what iiir^ of judges you- are J 
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XLvi. Minerva's Oi. I Y p.., .^ 

TH£. Gods^ .f^yjthf ibeadbini myihcd^gifls, iiavet 
eacli of them^ tfaeir iavoiirite Tree*, yjiipker; pec** > 
fcrred the Oak^ Venus Ihe^MjrctlSy and Phoebus the 
Laurel J Cybclc the. Pine, andjHercuies .the Poplar.^ 
Muier^ai^onttniiei t^e ja^thoIogiR, iiirprifed that, they 
ihould chufe barren ttees^ afiMdjnpiter thcrezSm^ it j 
iSt f^ ha* Jtoi provfaDftaiqr fiifj^ciomduLwp donteritbs.-^ 
^onottc we do tbqsi, far fiitt.iak&of J^ekifcnkf-. Jbeti:. 
FoUy < fu^ft. whitiit |)kafc%)r^atairklfid.Miner^. (I tfhartii: 
not Ibraf^le ta^s-cknowlcklge^fttttti make ehfnd&sifltbe 
Qlive for the u&fulneCs! cf^its Iruit. OiDaughter^ 
repliod ^he .!^then of $he. Godfi^ it ii with juft tnc thart ^ 
men efteem the .wife.)- for jaothii^ ts truly vaftuib^ci 
that»is notu£efid.....u ^. . 'u:^ t ai: ;'--.ji'^ c.z. r^^r.^ 

• j:a\^ I U ' xLvn. Tie" 
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xtTii. The Beb and tht Sp'ider. 

' 

THE Bee aind t)ie ^pidcr.once entered izUo iLMztUh. 
debate which^w^'' the I)etter vtiift. The Spider, 
urged her ikill in the mathexnatlci \ . and aflerted, that. 
DO one was half fo well acquainted as herfelf with the 
conftruftion of lines, angles, fquares, and circles ^ that 
the web {he daily wove was a fpecimen of art in^ 
imitable by any other creature in thcuaiverfe ; and 
beiides, that her works were derived from herfelf alone, 
tlie produft of her own bowels ; whereas the boafted 
honey of the Bee was ftolen froin every herb and 
flower of the field \ nay,, that fhe had obligations even 
to the meaneft weeds. To this the Bee replied, that 
ihe was in hopes the art of extracting honey fromr the 
meaneft weeds, would at leaft have been allowed her 
as an excellence ; and that as to'her ftealing fweets 
from the herbs and flowers of the $€ld, h^r &U1 ^vas 
there (b cpnfpicuous, that no flower ever fuffcred the 
leaft diminuition of its fragrance from fo delicate an 
operation. Then, as to the Spider's vaunted know- 
ledge in the conftruCUon of lines and angles, ihe be- 
lieved flie might fafely reft the merits of her caufe on 
the regularify ^lone or hex combs; but fli'ite ihe could 
add to this, the^fweet^efs and excellence other honey, 
^lid the viaribits piirpoles it which' her. wax ' was em- 
ploye^i Ihe had nothing to fear from a cotnpariron 0/ 
her ikill with that of a weaver of a fliilify cobweb \ 
for the value of every art, ihe obierved, is chiefly to 
be eftifxuted by its uie. 
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XLVHli lihfi iii^N^'^ Ticcft, ^nd the Fox. 

A^on and a Tiger jpintly {eizcd on a yo^g fawn,, 
which they immediately killed. This they hnd 
no fooncr performed, than they fell to fightin|;« in 
order ta ftecide.whofe propcVtj it flxould be. The. 
battle vjas fa bloody, anc(^ .fo pbftinate, that they were 
bbth compellccr, througlirwcarlnefs'andlbfs 'of blood, 
to dcfift \ and lay down by mutual 'confent, totally 
.^ , ^ ,1 difabledj 
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difabled.. . At thj|< iaft^ a wiljrTox ualacktty came 

S9 who, perceiving; their ficuat^on, made bold to feize 
e comemd prej, and bore it off nnmoleftcd. Ai 
iboD ai the Lion couM reirover breaA>^How foolilb, 
faid he, has been our conduit! JnftesUl of bemg con* 
tented, as yft ought, with our fhares, out fenfeleft 
rage has reitdered us unable to prevent this rafcally 
Fox from defrauding us of the whole.^*-When Fools 
fall out, Knaves often run ofPwitfa the pxi^e. 

XLxiz. ' Z&r FiAMBR amd tie Sons. 

/% Wealthv old Farmer, wha had, for feme time, 
£\ been declining in hb healtli, perceiving that he 
haonot many davs to live, called his Sons together to* 
his bed-fide. My dear children, faid the dying mah^ 
I leave it with you, as my laft injunAion, not to part, 
with the brpt which has been in the family theie hun- 
dred years ; for, to difclofe to y6u a ferret which l! 
receivedjfrom my father, and which I now think pro- 

S>er to communicate to you, there is a' treafure hid 
bmewhere in the grounds, though I never could di£> 
cover the jpart jcular fpot where it }ie$ concealed : How- 
ler, as'foon as the harveft is got in, fpare no .pains. 
in the fcarchj^ and I am well afiprai you will, not lofc 
your labour. The wife old man was no ToVner laid. 
in his grave, and the time lie mentioned arrived, than; 
his Sons went to work, and with great alacrity turncdf 
up again ^nd again every foot of ^ound belonging to' 
their £irm : The confequence of which wais, although* 

they did nor find the objeft <sf thcif puf fair, thar their 
land yielded a far more fitop^if^ x^rop^a^^ic^of 
their neighbours. At tha end of thcyear, when. they 
were fettling their accounts, and computing their S^ 
traordiniTry profits, I would venture a wagir, faid oni 
oi the brothers, more acute than the reft, that this 
was the hidden wealth my &ther meant : I am fyre/ 
at Icaft, we have found by eueriedce. that " Induftnr 
is iifelf a treafure/* :'-'" -^ «'^ 
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JU 7& %k^%.^ ^ni.iU CltfTW. 

TO mUbiBe onr own tak8fs» or ontiHuit #ur 

{rroi».^-**AJ!i Eagfe, lroB» Ihe -top of • high moua^ 
isiis, jaade a Aoop at a Laxnb^ pMnccd it, and bom 
ic away to ber 7«iii»g« A Oov, wh^ had Mk har 
ncft in a cedar near the foot of ih^ ^adt, obfervi^g 
vhat pafled* wi« assbiti^us of yftfonnhw the Iwna 
exploit ; a&d ^niiiig from h«r neft^ fiscd her talooa 
in the ftBece ctf «poth<r Lamb : But Miiher aUe 10 
mow her f^rey, nor dtfmfangk her ibtt, Af ^pm takea 
bjr the Shepherd, and carried aw^ £ar his chUdaea 
to ^lay with; who eagerly 4»iquiriag vhat hM tC 
«as^ — A<i hour mo, fiud he, ihe fancied herfelf an 
iaghs; however, X ^p)^ 0ie id by ihia lime co»» 
vinced that fluslf but a Crow. 

BEFORE the 11& of Horfeg was kflown la 4i« 
world, oine of tha£b nriile animals hairing -been 
iniulted by a Stag, and finding himfelf unequal to his 
vrvcnaxjy vppneQi tv h fnsif ror vmmBic^ xiic it^ 

queft wns eafily granted^ and the man {Matting a bridle 
in his mouth, and mouritlilg upon 1^$ t!aCk,TObk^came 



Rp with the Stag, and laid him de^ul at hi$ onferey's 
filet. The Horfe having thus gratified his revenge, 
thaA):ed his auxiliary ; And now wilt I return iti xtu 
nmpb, faid he, and reign the undifputed'lord of the 
foreft. By no means, readied the man 4 I ihaU hav^ 
ocicafion for your fer vices^ and you muft go home with 
me. jSo faying, h^ 4ed him to his ^hovel^ where thi; 
unhappy Steed fpent the rein^inder of his day^ Inlar 
horious iervitude \ fenfible too late, ^' that how pleafiag 
ibever revenge may appear, it always cofts more to a 
geaerons mind than the pwxhafe is worth/' 



* I' 



^11, TA? 



34 SELECT MORAL 

LI I. Tbe^itT'ffL 9ni the Traveller. 

A Poor man travetting in the deptk of winter thro* 
a dreary foreft. Ho inn to receive him, no human 
creature to befriend or comfort him> vis in danger of 
being' ftarved to death. At laft> hovcTer, he came to 
the cave of a Satyr, where be intreated leave to reft a 
while, and (hdter himfelf from the inclemency of the 
weadher. The Satyt very citrilly complied with his 
requdft. -The nian' bad noiboper entered than he 
began .to blow hti fingers. His hoft, furpriied at the 
fiovetty df the aftlon^ Wa$ ciifions to know the mean- 
mgof It. I do it; £iid the Traveller, to vrarm my 
frozen joints, which are benumbed with cold. Pre* 
fently- afterwards the Satyr having prepared a meis of 
hot gmel to refr^fh his gneft, the man found it ne«' 
ceflary to blow his porridge too. What, enquired the 

S*2rjLi?il9?-yP'yLglI^^lJ^^^ enough ? Yes, replied the 
Traveller, too hot \ a^d I blow it to make it cooler. 
Do you ia?/.qudth.tlic Satyr; then get out of my 
cave as faft as you can ; for I deiire to have no. com- 
munication with a pcrfon that blows hot and cold with 
the fame breath.r-It indicates want of principle. 

I . '» r . ' " >■' M "" * fiB»— ^»ip»f II m il ^ III I 

;/ Lilt. The 'Siiiivi and its TxzASVRZ, 

A'Mfer having fcrapcd together a confiderable fum 
of money,'by denying himfelf the common nc- 
ccflaries of life, was much embarrafled where to lodge 
it moft fccurcly. > After many perplexing debates with 
himfelf, he at kngth fixffd upon a corneif in a retired 
field, where he depofited his treafure, and with it his 
heart, in i hol^ which he dug for that purpofe* His 
mind wiis mW for a moment at cafe ; imt he had not 
proceeded many paces in his way home, when all his 
anidety returned ; and he could not forbear going back 
to fee that every thing was fafe. This he repeated 
again and again, till he was at laft obferved by a la* 
bourer who was mending a hedge in an adjacent 

meadow. 
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meadow. The fellow^ concludipg that iometfaing ex- 
traordinary muft be the occafion *of tfaeie frequent 
vifits^ markcjl the fpot •, an4 coming ia the night in 
order to examine it, he dlTcorered the prize^ and bare 
It oflF unmolefted. Early the ne3K morning,, the Mi- 
fcT again renewed his vmt ; when finding his treaiuro 
gone, he broke out into the moft bitter exclamations. 
A travelleri who Jiappened to be pafling bf at the fiime ' 
timtf, was moved by his comj^ints to enquire into the 
occafion of them. Alas I replied the Mirer» I have 
fuftained the moft cruel and irreparable lob I fome 
villain has robbed me of a fum ot money, which I 
buried under this ftone no longer ago than yefterday. 
Buried ! returned the traveller with furprize j a very 
extraordinary method truly of diTpofing of jrour ridiesl 
Why did you not rather keep them in your'honfe, cW 
they might be ready for your daily of cafions i Daily 
bccaiions ! refumed the Mifer, with an air of much 
indignation, do you imagine I To little know the value 
of money, as to fuffei it to be run away with by occa^ 
fions ? on the contrary, I had prudently refolved not 
to touch a fihgle (hilling of it. If that wai your wife 
refohition, anfwered the traveller, I fee no fort of 
reafbn for you being thus affliAed | it iv but putting 
this ftone in the place of your otcafure, .and it wilt an- 
fwer all your purpofes full as well. 



'■■ < iiii n 



Liv. Thf Tkumpbter. 

AToimpeter in a certain army, h^fpened to be 
taken prifoner* He was ordered immediately to 
execution, but pleaded in esScufe foj'hamfelf^.t&at it 
was unjuft a peribn fhould fuffer death,, who, far 
from an intention of mifchief, did not cncQ.vreir zu 
ofibifive weapon. So much the satbcr^ rqdittl one 
of the enemy, ihalt thou die; fia^^;!iiv|thf»uf any: 
defign of fighting thyfelf, thou excileA Of hetv to thef 
bloody bufinefs: For he that is thffabettQir of )k badi 
aftion, is atkaft c^^a^y g^^y -vi* hirtxith»t.cWf 

mits it. 
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* 

>l VAtyjm thou paltrjr, contemptibfe ail%ft ! 
/*% fiild tke pr6ud Lion one dxj to a Gnat that wvs 
mikmg aiiout in the air nedr his den. The Gnat 
enraged at this unproToked infiilt, v<iwed revenge, and 
immediately fettled upon the Libn' ^ neck. Aftei^ haT« 
ing llilficieiitty teamed him ih that qiKtrter, ihe ^okted^ 
Ker ft^tioa aad retired und^ his belty ; and from 
thence made, her laft and'moft fbntxidabie attack in 
bis m>ihil^> where fiuiglnghim ahnoft to madnefs, tfao 
Lion tt length fell oown> utterly fj^t with rage^ 
▼exation, and pam. The Gnath^ivifiq^ thus abtnt-s> 
diEmtly gratified her refeAtment, ftew^off in great extif- 
tatioa : But i^ the heedtefs tranfports of her fticcefr^ 
ftot'fofflcieatly ittdndittg to htt own ieourityi- ih^ 
il^xtd Herfdf ih hert^treat unekj^ieftedly entangled in 
ihe web^bf a fpider ; wtto ruftiing out ihftahtlf upon 
her, put an end at otce to. her triumph and her Vic 
" Thk Fabte iAftrujh u^, never to fnffer fucccfs £6 
fat^o tmnfdort fis, as to throw ut ofTour gnstrdagainft 
» reverie of fortune. 

■ ' ". !■ "!" '* ■! ! { i ' ; ' » '■ ; ■' ." ■ ■ ■■■■ III ■ 

' l/VI. TSe 9k At^ and tht^ Bfti£9# 

« 

A BcMT- happ e ned lO" be- ftm>fr by a Bee, a»d tke 
pain was fpacute>ihat in the xnadnefs of revenge 
he ran into the garden and overturned the hive. This 
edtxag^ ptifl^lted ^ Hsms angei^ tiD a high dqgMM, tfid 
booftt^' thv^fiiry of Aer wkolr fwiarm upon kin^ 
TfaiPf^ dtcaoluMk' him wicb fitch ^olencev tiig^t bs$.Ufii 
mok iit dongtr^ and in Wa^- with the atroeft ififficukv 
tlHitiie>niaide>Ili^eftape« w^eunded £posa heacbtotad. 
in tlUs do^flSOi^eiicMiony kmoMixMhis misforitme^ 
end ]tekitighjtf*fiM^>< he could' noc^rbeac-vefle^ing^ 
how miicb imf<^^iiiNilbibleit had been to<have patients 
i|r.>ac^Uief<«tf lUidbtf ' one te^^uyv th^ thus^ by an utt^^ 
profitable telbflitxiMDir^ Ka have pvo^0k<4al tkoiifand^ 

• LYXI. Th$ 
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LVii* The Smakb and the Hbdge*hog. 

11* is by no means prudent to join intcrefls with 
fuch as Jbavc it in their power to fubjeft us t(> 
their own comlitions. ■ By the iiitreaties of a 
Hedge-hog^ half ftarvcd with cold, a Snake was once 
pcriuaded to receive him into her cell. He w.is no 
ibooer entered, than his prickles began to be very un« 
cafy to his companion: Upon which, the Snake de- 
fired him to provide himlclf another lodging, as (he 
found her apartment was not large enough to accotn- 
modate both. Nay, faid the Hedge-hog, let them 
that are nncafy in their fituation exchange it ; for n^y 
own part, I am very w^l coateated where 1 am ; and 
if yoH are not, you are welcome to remove whenever 
you think proper. 



i^^- 



Lviii. Tie Miller, Us SdN, and the Ass. 

A "Miller and his Son were driving their Afs to 
market, in order to fcfl him. That he might 
get thither frefh and in good condition, they drove 
him on gently before them. They had not gone far, 
when they met a company of travellers. Sure, fay 
they, you aro mighty careful 6f your Afs: Methinks 
one of you might as well get up and ride, as let him 
walk on at his eafe, while you trndgc after him on 
foot. In compliance with his ndvice, the old Man 
fct his Son upon thebeafl. They had fcarce advanced 
a quarter of a mile further,' irhen they met another 
company. You la^y bobby," foid one of the party, 
why do not you get down, and let your poor Father 
ride ? Upon, this, the old Man made his Son dil- 
mount, and got up hiit\ftlf. In this manner they had 
not marched many furlongs, when ia -third cotnpany 
began to mfult the Father. You haTd^^heaned, un^ 
natural wretch, fay tHey^howcan you fuffer that poor 
lad to wade ihrougk the dirt,- while you, like an Al- 
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derman, ride at your cafe ? The good-natured Miller 
ftood correftcd, and immediately took his Son up be- 
hind him. And now the next man they met exclaim- 
ed with more vehemence and indignation than all the 
reft. Was there ever fuch a couple of lazy boobies ! 
to overload, in fo unconfcionable a manner, a poor 
dumb creature, wko is fai? lefs able to cirry them than 
they are to carry him ! The good old Man, perplex- 
ed with variety of opinions, 'was half inclined to make 
the experfment, but was fufficiently convinced by thi^ 
time, that there cannot be a more fruitlefs attempt^ 
than to endeavour to pleafe all mankind. 



•ki*. 



Lix« Tif Cam EL I ON. 

XWO Travellers happened on their journey to 
be engaged in a warm difpute about the colour 
_ _c Camelion. One of them affirmed that it was 
blue ; that he had {ccn it with his own eyes upon the 
naked branch of a tree^ feeding on the air, in a very 
clear day. The other ilrongly aflerted that it was 
grcep, and that he had viewed it very clofely and 
aiinutcly on the broad leaf of a fig-tree. Both of them 
were politive, and the difpute was rifing to a quarrel ; 
but a third perfon lucj;:ily coming by, they agreed to 
refer the queftion to his decifion. . Gentlemen, faid 
tlie arbitrator, with a fmile of great fclf-fatisfaftion, 
you could not have been more lucky in your reference, 
as I happen to have caught one of them laft night : 
But indeed you are both miftakcn, for the creature is 
totally black. Black ! cried they both } impoflihlc ! 
Nay, quoth the umpire, with great afTurance, the mat- 
ter may fodn be decided ; for I immediately inclofed 
my Camelien in a little paper box, an^ here he is. So 
laying, lie drew it out of his pocket, opened his box, 
and behold it was as white as fnow. 7'he pofitive 
<iiiputant3 looked equally furprized, and equally con- 
founded^ while the fagacious reptile, aOuming the 



/ 
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( . 

I air of a philofopher, thus aJinonifticd them : Yc cliil- 

drenof men, lc;irn diffiJcncc and moderation in your 
opinions. It is truCf you happeni in the prcfcnt in- 
ftmcc, to be all in the right, and have only confKUrcJ 
thtf fubjfft under ditfercnt circumdanccs : But pray, 
for the future, allow other mcti to have eyc-figlit a^' 
^d\ as yourfelves; nor wonder if every ohc prefer* 
tiic teftimony of hU own fenfcsj to that ot another. 



■^"-^ 



Lx. Genius, Virtue, «'''' Reputation. 

GENIUS, Virtue, and Reputation, three great 
frisnds, agreed to travel over the ifland of 
Great-Britain, to fee whatever might be worthy of 
obfcrvation. But as fomc misfortune, faid they, 'may 
happen to feparate us \ let us confidcr before we frt 
out, by what means we may find each other again. 
Should it be my ill fate, faid GenxtK, to be fevered trom 
iny friends, which Heaven forbid ! you may find mt5 
kaeeling in devotion before the tomb of Shakefpcarc j 
or wrapt in fome grove where Milton talked with 
Angels 5 or mufing in the grotto where Pope c:iughc 
»fpiratiou. Virtue, with a figh, acknowledged that 
her friend^ were not very numerous; but were I to 
lofe you, flic cried, with whom I am at prefent fb 
happily united ; I fhould chufe to take fmftunry in 
. the temples of Religion, in the ^xilaces of royalty, or 
m the ftately domes of minifters of ftate \ but as it 
'nay be my ill fortune to be there denied admittance, 
enquire for fomu cottage wl.icrc Contfntment ha«> a 
bower, and there you will certainly find me. Ah, i;:y 
dear friends, faid Reputation very earncitly, you, I 
perceive, when milling, may poffibly be rccovercvl ^ 
but take care, J intreat you, always to keep light 
of me J for if I am once loft, I am never to be re- 
trievc<lt 
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LXI. The WcLF Mnd tie LlMB. 

A Flock of Sheep were feeding* in a meadow, while 
/v their dogs were aflcep, and their flicpherd nt a 
^iftance playing on his pipe beneath the iliade of a 
fpreading elm. A yoimg unexperienced Lamb, ob- 
ferving a half-ftarved Wolf peeping through the pal^s 
of the enclofure, entered into converfation with him. 
Pray, what are you feeking here, faid tlu^ LamU ?_ 
I am looking, replied the Wolf, for Tome tende|fe^ 
graft 5 for nothing, you know, is more pleafant than 
to feed in frefh nafture, and to flake one's thirfl iu a 
eryftai ftream^ both which, I perceive, you enjoy 
within thefe pales in their utmoil perfcftion. Happy 
creature ! continued he, how much I envy your lot f 
who are in poiTeiSoa of the utmo(tI deiire ; tori bave^ 
iong-been taught by philofophy, to be fatisfied with a 
little. It fef ms then, returned the flmple Lamb, that 
thofe who fay you feed on flefli, accufe you falfely, 
lince a little grafs will eafily content you* If this 
be true, let ^is for the future live like brethreh,> and 
fet:d together. So faying, the fimple Lamb crept 
through the fence, and became at once a prey to our 
pretended philofopher, and a facrlficc to her own in- 
experience and credulity.— ^—Prudence bi<ts us take 
great care whom we put our truft in. . 

Lxii. Tie CcuNTUT Maid aftd her Milk-PaiC. 

WHEN men fufFer their imagination to amule 
them with the profpefl of diftant and un- 
certain improvements of their condition and circum^ 
Glance ; they frequently fufiain real lofies, by their 
inattention to thofe -aftairs in which they arc imme- 
diately concerned. 

A Country Maid was walking very deliberately 
with a Pail of Milk upon her head, when fhe fell 
into the following train of reflections. The money 
tor which I ihall fell this milk, will enable me to in- 

crealc 
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crcafe my ftock of eggs to three hundred. Thcfe 
eggs, allowing for what may prove addL'd, and wliat 
may be deftroyed by vermin, will produce at lea ft t\vi> 
hundred and fifty chickens. The chickens will be lie 
to carry to market about Chriftnias, when poitltry al- 
ways b^ars a' good price ; fo that by May-day I can- 
not fail of having money enough to purchafe a new 
gown. Green — let me confider,— ~yes, green be*- 
comes n\y complexion beft» and green it Hull be. In 
this drefs I will go to the fair, where all the young 
fellows will ftrivc to have me for a partner ; but I 
ihall perhaps refuie every one of them, and with an 
air of difdain tois from tbem.-^ — Tranfported witU 
this triumphant thought, ihe could not foi'bear aifling 
with her head what thus paff'd in her imag^inaticn, 
vhen down came the Pail of MilJc» and all her ima- 
ginary happinefs vaniibed Uka a dream. 



Lxiii. The Cormorant and the Fishes/ 

IT is very imprudent to- trnft an cnpmy, or even a 
ftranger, fo ht as to put one*$ felf in his poAver.-^ 
A CcMinorant, whofe eyes were become fa dim by 
age, that he could not difcera his prey at the bottom 
of the waters, bethought himfclf of a ftratagem to 
fupply his wants. Hark you^ friend^ iaid he to a 
GudgeoOy whom he obferved fWimming near the fur- 
face of a certain canal, if you have any regard for 
yonrfelfor.your brethren, go this moment, and ac- 
quaijat them from me, that the owner of this piece of 
water is determined to drag it in a week hence. The 
Gutlgeon inuncdiately fwam away, txid matlc hi5 re- 
port of this terrible news to a general aflerably of tlit 
Fifh; who imanimoufly agreed to fend him back is. 
ambafiadorto the Cormorant. The purport of iiW 
commiffion was to return him their thanks fqr •the' in- 
telligence \ and to add their in treaties, th:rt as hre haU 
been, fo good as to inform them of their danger, ho 
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•would be gracioiifly pleafe^ to put them into a me- 
thod of efcaping it. That I will, moft readily^ re- 
turned the artful Cormorant, and afiift yon with my 
beft fervices into tine bargain.' You have only to 
colleft yourfclves together at the top of the water, and 
I will undertake to tranfport you fafely, one by one, 
to my own rcfidence, by the fide of a folitary pool, to 
which no creature but myfelf ever found ' the way. 
The projeft was perfcftly well approved by the un-^ 
wary Fi(h, and with great expedition- executed by the 
deceitful Cormorant; who having placed them in a 
fhallow water, the bottom of *which his eye could 
Ciiiily difcern, they were all devoured by him in their 
turns, as bis hunger or his luxury required. 



Lxiv. Tie Falcon and the Hen. - 

DIFFERENT circumftances and fituations make 
the fame aftions right "or wrong, a virtue or a 

vice. Of all the creatures I ever knew, faid^a 

Falcon to a Hen, you are certainly the moft un- 
l^ratcful. What inftance of ingratitude,* rcpUcd the 
Hen, can you juftly charge ujx)n me ? The greateft, 
returned the Falcon 5 ingratitude to your highcft be;- 
nefaclors, n\cn. Do they not feed you every day, and 
ihclter you every night ? Neverthelefs, when they en- 
deavour to court you to them, you ungratefully forget 
all their kindnefs, and fly from them as from an ene- 
my. Now I, who am. wild by nature, and no w^ay 
obliged to thc^n ; yet upon the leaft of their carefles, 
faftec myfdfi.tobe ta)ten, and go or come at their 
jrommand. lAU tliis is very true, replied the Hen, but 
there may be. a fufficient reafon both for my fear, and 
your familiarity : I believe you never faw a fingle 
Falcon roaAiniT at the fire; whereas I have fecn a 
kuiidrcd Hcjus truiTcd for the ipit. 

•■I 
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Lxv. The Tortoise and the two Ducks. 

VANFFY and idle curiofity arc qualities which 
generally prove deftruftivc to thofe who fufFer 
thcmfelves to l>e governed by them.— — — A Tortoifc, 
weary of paffing her days in the fame obfcnrc comer, 
conceived a womlerful inclination to vifit foreign 
countries. Two Ducks, whom the fimple Tortoifc 
acquainted with her intention, undertook to oblige her 
upon the occiGon. Accordingly they told her, that if 
Ihe would fatten her mouth to the middle of a pole, 
they would take the two ends and tranfport her 
wherever fhe chofe to be conveyed. The Tortoifc 
approved of the expedient j and every thing being 
prepared, the Ducks bsgan their flight with her. 
They had not travelled far in the air, when they wefe 
jnet by a crow, who enquiring what they wtrre bear- 
ing along, they replied, The Qi>cen of tnc Toitoifes. 
The Tortoife, vain of the new and unmerited appel- 
lation, was going to confirm the title, when opening 
her mouth for that purpofe, fhe let go her hold, and 
was dalhed 'to pieces by her fall. 



Lxvi. Ihe Cat and the c/dRAT. 

A Certain Cat had made fuch unmerciful havocjc 
among the vermin of his neighbourhood, that 
not a fingle Rat or Moufe dared venture to appear %- 
broad, Pufs vms foon convinced, that if aflairs re- 
rdained in their prefent iituation, he muft be totally 
unfupplied with pro vidon. After mature deliberation 
therefore, he rcfolvcd to have rccourfc to ftratagem. 
For this" purpofe, he fufpended himfelf from a Ihclf 
with his head downwards, pretending to be dead. 
The Rats and Mice obferving him, as they peeped 
from their holes, in tliis dangling attitude, concluded 
he wa^ hanged for fome mifdemeanor ; and with great 
joy fallied forth in quell of their prey. Pufs, as lb on 

as a fufficient number were coHc(SleU together, quitting 

her 
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her hold| dropped into the midft of (hem ; and very 
few had the fortune to make good their retreat. This 
Artifice having fucceeded (o weli^ he was encouraged to 
try theevent of a fecond. Accordingly, he whitened 
his coat all over, by rolUng himfelf in a heap of flour> 
and in this difguife lay concealed in the bottom of a 
meal tub. This firatagem was executed in general 
with the fame ctk& as the former : But an old expc- 
srienced Rat, altogether ^ cunning as her adver&ry^ 
was not fo eafily onfnared.. I do not much like, faid 
ihe, that white heap yonder ^ fomething whifpers me> 
there is mifchief concealed under it. It is true, it may 
be meal \ but it may likewife be fomething that I fhaii 
not relifh quite fo well. There can be no harm, at 
leaft, in keeping at a diftaace : For caution, I am fure^ 
is the parent of iecurity* 



txvit. Tbe r^mo Sprinos. 

TWO Springs, which iflued from the fame fotin- 
tain, began their courfe together : One of them 
took her way in a filent and gentle ftream, while the 
pther ruihed along with a founding and rapid current. 
Sifter, faid the latter, at the rate you move, you will 
probably be dried up before you advance much far* 
ther ) whereas, for myfelf, I «rili venture a wager, diat 
within two or three hundred furlmigs I ihaM become 
HavigaUe ; and alter diftribming commerce and wealth 
wherever I flow^ I fliatl majeftically proceed to pay my 
tribute to the ocean ; So fiireweU, dear Sifter, patiently 
fubmit to your fate. Her Sifter made no reply; but 
calmly defcending to the meadows below, increaled her 
ftream by numberlefs little rills, which &e coUeAed in 
her progrefs, titt at length ftie was enabled to life into 
a confiderable riv^ : Whilft the proud ftream, who 
had the vanity to depend folely upon her oykn fu^cien- 
cy, continued a fhallow brook, and was glad at hft to 
be helped forward, by throwing herfelf pto the arms 
of her defpifcd Sifter.— Sclf-fuiiicicncy ofi^ proves 
cur ruin, xxviii. lie 
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LxViiI. The Difcontented A s $. 

IN the depth of urintcr » pooar Aft prayed heartily 
for the fpH&g, that he Alight exchange a cold 
^g'»ng> artd a heartkls trufi df ftraw, for a little 
warm weather, an^ a mouthful of frefli grafs. In a 
ihow: thne, according to his wiih, the warm weather 
and the freCh came on ) |)ut brought with them io 
much toll and bufinefs, that he was i5M)n as weary of 
the fprmg a^ before of the winter ) apd he now be- 
came impatient for tlie approach of winter. Summer 
arrives; but the heat, the harreft-work, and other 
drudgeries and inconveniences of the feafon, fct him 
as^ far from Iiappioefs as before \ which he now flat* 
toed himfelf would be found in the plenty of autumn. 
But here now he is difappointed \ for, what with the 
carrying of apples, rootSy fuel for the winter, and 
other provifions, he was in autumn more fatigued th&a 
fver. Hsi^inx thus Jrod round the circle of the year^ 
in a conrfe ^01 refU^ labour, uneaftnefs, and difap*- 
pointment; and found no feafon, nor .(Nation of lite^ 
without its bufincfs and its trouble ; he was forced at 
1^ to acqukice in the cold comfort of winter, where 
l^b cofnplaint began \ convinced that iix this worI4 
there is ao true hagpiners, 

Lxix. ST/S^ Atheist, fl/zi /i<f AcoRNi 

IT was the Fool who faid in his heart, l-hert is no 
God : Ihto the bread of a wife man fuch a thought 
could mHrer ha^re entered. One of thofe refined rea^ 
foners, commonly called minute philolbphers, was fit- 
ting at his eafe, beneaith the (bade of a krge Oak, while 
at his fide the weak branches of a Plimpton were trailed 
^pon the ground. This put our Logician into his 
<>M train of reafoning againfi Providence. Is it con-* 
fifttnt with common fenfe, find he, tltat infinite wif- 
dom fheiald create fo large md ftately. a tree, with 

. ' .' branches 
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branches of fuch a prodigious ftrcngth, to bear fo 
fmall and infignificmt a fruit as an AcOrn ? Or that 
lb weak a ftem, as that of a Pumpion, Ibould be leaded 
with fo difproportioned a weight ? A child may fee 
the abfurdity.of it. In the midi^ of this curious fpe- 
culation, down dropt an Acorn from one of the high- 
ci\ branches of the Oak, full upon his head. How 
fmall a triHe may overturn the fyftems of fallible men. I 
Struck with the accident, he could not help crying 
out, *^ How providential it is that this was not a 
PumpionI" * 



Lxx. Tit Spider and the Silkworm. 

THOSE Arts arc moft valuable which are of the 
greateft ufc.— — A Spider buficd in fpreading 
his web from one fide of the room to the other, was 
aiked by an induftrious Silkworm, to what end he 
rpent fo much labour, in making ftich a number of 
Imes and circles ? The Spider angrily replied, Do not 
difturb m^, thou ignorant thing : I tranfmit my inge- 
nuity to pofterity, and fame is the objeft of my wifti- 
.es. Juft as he had fpoken, Sufan the chambermaid^ 
•combg into the room to feed her Silkworms, fafw the 
Spider at his work, and with one ftrokeof herbroomi 
fwecps hipi away, an^ deilroys at PDce bis labour^ 
and his hopes of fame* 



txxi. 7h€ Bee okd the F t y. • 

A Bee obfervin^ «i ^Fly &nSk about her hive, aiked 
him, in a very paffionate tone, What he did 
there i Is it for fuch fcouiidrek as you, faid flie« to 
intrucie into the company of the Queens of the Air ? 
You have great reafon, truly, replied the Fly, to be out 
oS humour \ I am fure they miiit be mad, who would 
have any concern with fo qaamrUbme a nation. And 
whyfo? thou faucy malapert, returned the enraged 
Bee \ we have the beft laws, and are governed by the 

bcft 
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beft. policy in the world: We feed upon the moft 
fragrant Howcrs, and all our bufinefs is to make ho- 
ney : Honej, which equals neAar, thou unfavourj 
wretch, who liveft upon nothing but putrefiAion and 
excrement. We live as we can, rejoined the Fly: 
Poverty, I hope, is no crime ; but paflion is, I am 
fure: The honey you make, is fweet, I grant you j 
but your heart is all bitternefs : For, to be revenged 
on an enemy, you will dcflroy your own life ; and arfc 
fo inconfidenite in your rage, as to do more mifchief 
to yourfdf than to your adverfary. Take my wor4 
for it, one had better have lefs confiderable talents, 
and uic them with more difcretion. 



hJLXii* The Ltnx iuui the Mois. 

UN'D E R the covert of a thick wood, at the 
foot of a tree, as a Lynx lay whetting his 
teeth, and waiting for his prey ; he cfpied a Mole, 
concealed under a hillock of her own raiiing. Alas, 
poor crcatixrc, faid the Lynx, how much I pity thee ! 
Surely Jupiter has been very unkind, to debar thee 
from the light of the day, which rejoices the whole 
creation. Thou art certainly not above half alive ; 
and it would be doing thee afervice to put an end to 
fo inanimated a being. I thank you for your kind- 
ncfs, replied the Mole ; but I think I have full a$ 
much vivacity as my ftate and circumfhinces require: 
For thercft, I am perfcflly^well contented with the 
faculties which Jupiter has allotted me, who, lam 
fure, wants not our direAion in diftributing his gifts 
^ith propriety. I have not, it is true, your piercing 
tyes \ but I have ears which anfwer ;dl my pnrpofes 
^s well. Hark ! for example, I am warned by a 
noiie which I hear beUnd you, to fly from danger. 
80 faying, h^ flunk into the earth, while a javelin 
from the arm of a hunter, pierced the quick^fighted 
Lynx to tiie heart.—- Nature fits the fenfei for felf- 

prefcrv^tion. _ 
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Lzxiii^ Th€ Rose and the &OTXEis.fi.T*' 

A Fine powdefci Butterfly fell in love with a Rofet 
whe expanded her charms in a neighbouring 
parterre^ Matters were foon adjufted between them, 
and they mutually avowed eternal fidelity. The But- 
terfly, pcrfeftly iatisfied with the fuccefs bf lih amour, 
took I tender leave of his miftrefi, and did not return 
till noon. What ! faid the Rofe, when (he faw him 
approaching, is the ardent paffion you vowed fo fooa 
extinguUbed ? It is an age (ince you paid me a viiit : 
TBut no wonder, for I oblerved you courting by turns 
every flower in ihc garden. You little coquet, repKed 
the Butterfly, it well becomes you truly t6 reproach 
"sie With my gftUantri ts, when ia iaJSc Lonly^ iu>py xhc 
example which, you yourfelf have fet me : For, not to 
mention the fatisfa£biofi with which you adiAitted the 
Jdfleft of a ficagnnjt ^ephyr^ did I n^t fee you Oifylxf 
ing your char«i$ to the Bee, the Fly., the Wafp, and, 
m fhort, encoucagiug and receiving the addreflb of 
every buzzlag inied tliat fluttered within your view ? 
If you will be a coquet, you muA cxpe£l to find mc 
inconftant. 
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Lxxxv. r^f Fox and the Bramble. 

A Fox, clofcly -pwrfu^d by a pack of Dogs, took 
^ ibelter under the covert of a Bramble : He rc- 
joic^ in this afylum, and .for a wlaik was v.ery happj 5 
but foon fiMind, that If he i«tjte;mp|ted to ftir, be was 
woun4fidby thorns and prkkks. on every ii^e : Ho^* 
tvcTy makhig a srartUc .cf noceflliiy, he forebpre to com* 
plain; a&dcomfoited.'himrelf with:rei}e^ug,.th^ ^ 
blii$ is per&ft ; that good*;^ evil are eyer mixed>^o^ 
flow from tlic £ime fomttain^ Thefe briars, indeed* 
Jaid he, will tear my :ikiii a Iktlc, yei tl^y keep off th/e 
Dogs,. Foe the fake x>f the. gwd then, kt mCrbcar the 
evil with paticncfc ;, e^kcK bitter JIVas its f^yeet, 9Xii 
thcfc fix junbbs,. though they, vrpw^d iny 4^fii» prcfervc 
TCij life from danger, 

txxv. i^^ 
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vxxv. Tte^BLntJ} Man 49nd thi hkJizl 

T is from our wants and infirmities that almoft all 
the connections of focicty takettxeu* rife. — A blijjcl 

an beii^ ftopped in a bad piece of road« met with 
a lame Man, and intreats him to guide him through 
the^difficulty he was got hito. How can I do that, 
replied the lame Man, Cnce I am fcarce able to drag 
niyfelf along? But as you appear to be y cry ftrong, if 
ypu y&L carry. me, wc will feek pur fortunes together. 
It wiU then be my intereft to warn. you of any thing 
tliftt laxxj obftru& your way 5 ypur feet fliall be my 
Teet^ and my eyes yours. "W ith all n^y hes^rt, ret urned 
l.he blind.Man; let *is render each other our mutual 
fcrvices. So taking his lame companion on his back, 
they, by means of their union, travelled on with jafety 
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D3IXVI. -The V'OX and'the Ckr. 

^^l^rTOTHING .i& more common than for incn to 
^^ condemn the reryriame.a^oas in others, which 
tiaey fr2&xk themfclvcs whenever occ^fion .ofibrs. 

A Fox and a £}at:ihaviDg made a party to trarcl 
together, b^guMed. the tcdioufnd's of their . journey 
by a variety of .philofophical convCTfation, Of ail 
the moral virtiBci, exclaimed Reynard, mercy is fure 
thenof^i^! What fay you, my fage fwcnd, is it not 
fo? Uiidouhtedly, repMdd the Cat, .whh a moft de- 
mitre couhtenarice ; nothing is more l)ccomiixg, in a 
erc^ure 6f any: -ftn^ibUity, than a compstffionatc dit- 
'pofition. Whilc'thcy were thus phllolbphizing, mu* 
taally complimewting each other on the wifttom of 
their re^cftite reflexions,, a Wolf darted opt from a 
wood ttpon-a flock of "fheep which were feeding in. an 
adjacent meadow, and ^ritliout being the leaA dffjsi^ 
cd by the movirjg lamentations of a poor Lamb, de- 
voured it brfore their eyes*. Horrible cruelty ! ex- 

£. claimed 
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chimed the Cat ; why docs he not feed .on vermin, 
iiiftead of making his barbarous meals on fuch inno- 
cent creatures? Reynard agreed with his friend in 
the obfervation ; to which he added feveral very pa- 
thetic remarks on the odioufnefs of a fanguinary tem- 
per. Their indignation was rifing in its warmth and 
zeal, when they arrived at a little cottage by the way- 
fide 5 where the tender-hearted Reynard immediately 
cafl his eye upon a fine Cock that was ftrutting about 
in the yard. And now adieu moralizing : He leaped 
over the pales, and without any fort of fcruple, de- 
molifhed his prize in an inilant. In the mean while, 
a plump Rat, which ran out of the flable, totally put 
to flight our Cat's philofophy, who fell to the repaft 
without the leaft commifcration. 



Lxxvir* Tie TWO Ho&ses. 

TWO Horfcs were travelling the road together f 
one loaded with a fack of flour, the other -with 
a fum of money. The latter, proud of his fplendtd 
burden, tofled his head with an air of confcious fu- 
periority^ and every now and then caft a look of con- 
tempt upon his humble companion. In pafling thro* 
a wood, they were met by a gang of highwaymen, 
who immediately feized upon the Horfe that was car- 
rying the treafure ; but the fpirifeed Stead, not being 
altogether difpofed to iland fo quietly as was neceflary 
for their purpofe, they beat him moft unmercifully ; 
and after plundering him of his boafted load, left him 
to lament at his leifure the cruel wounds he had re« 
ceived. Friend^ faid his defpifed companion to him^ 
(who had now reafon to triumph in his turn) diftin- 
guiflied pofls are often dangerous to thofe who pof- 
ihis them : If you had ferved a Miller, as I do, you 
might have travelled the road unmolefied. 

Lxxviix. Tie 
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Ixxviii* The Ant dnd the CaterpilXAk. 

AS a Caterpillar was creeping very ilowly along 
one of the alleys of a beautiful garden, he was 
met by a pert lively An^ whe, tofllng up her head 
with a fcornful air, cried, — Prithee get out of the way, 
thou poor creeping animal, and Ao not prefume to 
obfb-ud the paths of thy fuperiors, by crawling along 
the road, and befmearing the walks appropriated to 
their footftcps. Poor creature! thou iookcft like a 
tlung half made, which Nature not liking, threw by 
tmfiniihed. I could almoft pity thee, methinks ; but 
it is beneath one of my quality to talk to fuch littU 
mean creatures as thee ', and io, poor creeping wretch, 
adieu.-— The humble Caterpillar, ftruck dumb wirh 
this difdainful language, retired, went to work, wound 
liimfelf up m a filken cell, and at the appointed time. 
cathe out a beautiful Butterfly. Juft as ne was iiTuitig' 
forth, he obfcrved the fcomtul Ant paiSng by. Stojj 
a moment, Madam, faid he, and liften to what I fhall 
fay. Let me advife you never to defpife any one for 
his condition, as there are none fd mean but they may 
one day change their fortune* You behold me now 
exalted in the air, whereas you mutl creep as long as 
you live. 



Lxxix. Th^ TWO Foxes. 

TWO Foxes formed a ftratagem to enter a hen- 
rooft \ which having fucceisfully executed, and 
killed the cock, the hens, and the chickens, they be* 
gau to feed upon them with lingular fatisfaftion. 
One of the Foxes, who was young and inconfiderate. 
Was for devouring them.all upon the Ipot j the othe'r, 
who was old and covetous, propofcd the referving 
feme of them for another time : For experience, child, 
faid he, has ipade me wife, and I have feen many un- 
expected everits ihwe I came into the world. Let us 
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provide, thm^efeffc^ ^g^bA- whmt may happ^, and not 
confunie all our ftore at one meal. All this is won* 
derons wife, replied the yonog Fox-; but for my owu 
pnrt, I am refoived not to ilir till I have eaten as mucfaL 
as will fcrvc me a whole wetfk ^ for who would be mad' 
enough to renirn hither, when it is certain- the o'vfQcr 
of thefe fowls will watch- for us, and if be {hould> 
catch us, would infallibly put us to death !*^ After this 
fhort difcourfe, each purfued his own fancy ; the young* 
Pox eat till he burft himfelf, and' had fcarceiy ftrehgtlk^ 
to reach his hole before he died. The old one, vrhiy 
thought it much better to deny his appetite for tiie 
prjfent, and lay up provifion for the future, rettiriicd 
the next day, and was killed by tiie'Farnier.^Thu* 
every age has its peculiar vice : The IToung fbffer by« 
their in£itiable thirft after pleafiire ^ and tUe Old by 
their inordinat< avarice. 



Lxxx. Tbi pAfltENGSR and the Pilot. 

IT had blown a violent ftorm at iea, a|id the whola 
crewofaveflel were in imminent danger o£ (hi pi» 
wreck. After the roUtng of the w«ves wa9 fomewhat 
abated, a certain Paflenger who had never been, at fea 
before, obferving the Pilot to have appeared wholly 
unconcerned even in their greateft' danger, had the cu^' 
riofity to al]^ what death his father died. What death? 
faid the Pilot $ why, he periflied at fea, as my grand • 
father did before him. Arc not you afraid of iruiUng 
yourftlf to an element that has proved thus fetal to 
your family ? Afraid ! by no means j why, vi^e muft 
all die : Is not your father d<ead ? Yes, but he died in 
his bed. And why then ai^e.not you afraid of trufttng 
yourfelf to your bed ? Dccaufe 1 am there perfectly 
iecure. In may be, replied the Pilot ; but if the hand 
of Providence is equally ei&tended over all places, there 
is no more reafon for me to be afraid of going to foa, 
than for you to be afraid of going to bed» 

Luxi. Tit 
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Lzxxi. Xhe DoyB W tki Aht. 

W1 fhonld always be ready to do good ofBces, 
CTci) to the mcancft of our fcllow-crcaturcs, 
as thera b no one to whofe affiftance we may not^ 
upQfl fome occaHon or other, be greatly indebted. 

A Dove was lipping from the banks of a rivulet, 
^|ien an Ant, \vho was at the fame time trailing a 
graia of com ^long the edge of the brook, inadver- 
tently fell in. The Dove, obferying the helpleft in- 
fcdt firuggjing in vain to reach the fiiOre, was touched 
with compaCSpn ; and plucking a blade of graCs, drop- 
ped it into t^c ftream ; by means of which, the poor 
Ant, li^e a fhip-wrecked iailor upon a plank, got fafe 
to land. She had fcarcely arrived there, when (he 
perceived a fowler juft goin^ to difcharge his piece 
it her deliverer : tJpon which, fhc inftantlv crept up 
his foot, ancj flung him on the ankle. The fportil 
wan ftarting, occafi6ned a ruftling among the boughs^ 
^hich alarmed the Dove, who immediately fpnwig up, 
and by that means efcaped the danger with which fhe 

^^-t^reatcQsd. 



^ Lxxxii. The NoBLBMAN and his Son* 

ACert^lin Npbleman, nQ|Uch ii^e£l(:d by fuperflition, 
d^«am^d pne nigl^t hi$ qnly £iop, ^ youth about 
fi^te^n y^ars of ag^, was thrown from his borfe ;is he 
^s^ hunting, and kilLo^l upp^x t^e fppt. This idle 
$!^pi made fp f|rong ^ Imgr^iflSoQ lippn the weak 
aad credulous Father, that Jic fprmed a rcfolution ri^- 
^Cf more to fuit^r his Son to partake of this Kis fa- 
'Yo^rit^ am|Lifenicnt. Thp 4ext morning that the 
bopcids went out, the young map icq^Yeftedpcrw/Tion 
to folktw them ; but inftead.of recejvihg it, as ufual, 
i^s Father acquainted him with his dream, and pc- 
Winp^o;rily cnJQJncd him to forbear the iport. The 
youth, .gr^fi^y ijaijartitied ai tli« uncxpc&cd refuilji, 
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left the room much difconccrted,. and It was with, 
fomc difiEicuIty that he reftrained his paiBon from in- 
decently breaking out in his Father's prcfcncc. But 
Hpon his return to his own apartment, pafling ^rough 
a gallery of pi£bires, in which was a piece reprcfent- 
ing a company of gypfies telling a country girl her 
fortune ; — It is owing, faid he, to a ridiculous fuper- 
fiition of the fame kind with that of this fimple wench, 
that I am debarred from one of the principal pleafures 
of my life ; at the fame time, with great emotion, 
flriking his hand againft the canvas, a nifty old nail 
behind the pifture run fer into his wrift. The pain 
and anguiih of the wound threw the youth into a 
violent fever, which proved too powerful for the ikill 
of the phyficians, and in a few days put an end to 
his life : lUuftrating an obfervation,^ that an over* 
cautious attention to avoid evils, often brings them 
upon us ; and that we frequently run headlong into 
misfortunes by the very means we purfue to avoid 
them. 



LXXXIII. Tie PARTIAL JUDGE. 

A Farmer cane to a^neighbouring Lawyer, cxpref- 
fing great concern for an accident which he faid 
had juft happened* One of your oxen, continued he, 
has been gored by an unlucky bull of mine, and I 
fhould be glad to know how I nm to make you rcpa* 
ration. Thou art a very honcft fellow, replied Iho 
Lawyer, and wilt not think it unreafonable that I ex- 
pcft one of thy oxen in return. It is no more than 
juftice, quoth the Farmer, to be fure 5 but what did I 
fay ? — I miftake— it is your bull tha^ has killed one 
of my oxen. Indeed ! fays the Lawyer, that alters the 
cafe : I muft enquire into the affair ; and i f ■ ■ And 
if! faid the Farmer,— -the bufinefs I find would have 
been concluded without an i/*, had you b^en as ready 
to do juftice to others^ as to cxaft it from them. 

Lxxxiv. Tie 
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Lxxxiv. The Hermit otid the Beis. 

AN imprudent friend often does as much mifchief 
by his too great zeal, as the worft enemy could 
cffe^ by his malice.— A certain Hermit having done 
a good office to a Beari the grateful creature was {o 
fenfible of his obligation, that he begged to be admit- 
ted as the ' guardian and companion of his foiitude. 
The Hermit willingly accepted his offer; and conduct- 
ing him to his cell, they paffed their time together 
in an amicable manner. One very hot day, the Her- 
mit having laid him down to deep, the officious Bear 
employed himfelf in driving away the flics from his 
friend's face : But in fpite of all his care, one of the ^ 
flics perpetually returned to the attack, and at laft fet- 
tled upon the Hermit's nofe. Now I fhall have you, 
moft certainly, faid the Bear ; and with the bcft in- 
tentions imaiginable, gaye him. a violent, blow on the 
facej which very effectually indeed demolifhed the 
fly, but at the fame time mangled, in a moft fhock- 
ing manner, his benefaClor's face. 



Lzxxv. The SICK LiON,~/i&^ Fox, and the Wo£t^ 

\ Lion having furfeitcd himfelf with feafting too 
tx, luxurioufly on the carcafe of a wild boar, was 
fcizcd with a violent and dangerous diforder. The 
bcafts of the foreft flocked in great numbers to pay 
their rcfpcfts to him upon the occafion, and fcarce 
one was abfenr, except the Fox. The Wolf, an 
iU-natured and malicious beaft, feized this opportu- 
nity to acciTfe the Fox of pride, ingratitude, and 
difaffection to his Majefly. In the midft of his in- 
vcftive, the Fox entered ; who, having heard part of 
the WoiPs accufation, and obferving the Lion's coun- 
tenance to be kindled into wrath, thus adroitly ex- 
cufcd himfelf, and retorted upon his accufer. With a 
tone of zealous loyalty he addreffed the afiembly thusx 
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May the Kjpg live for ever ! Then turning to the 
Lion,— I fee many here, who, with mere lip ftrvice, 
have prptcttd^ tq IJicw you their loyal.ty ; but, fcr 
my pMt, from the mom^ot I heard of your M^jefty's 
UUig^fs, n^glcfting ufekfc. comp)im€^ts, I employed 
^yfclf day and night tp enquire among the moft 
learned phyficians> an kifallible remedy for jour dif- 
cafe, and have at length liappily been iijtormed oC 
one- It is a plajjftcr made from part of the ftin of » 
Wolf, taken wa^n;i from his back, and laid 19 your 
afo^efty's ftowafb, Thi* rcpaedy was no fooner pro- 

S' pfed, than it was dc^crmicied that the experiment 
[^ould be tried : And whilft the operatiojn was per- 
forming, t^e Fox, with a fvcaftic ftnilc, whirpcre4 
this ufeful maxim in the Wolfs e^ : *< If you would 
he fafe from Iwm ypurfelf, learn for th.e tutur? noi; 
to meditate naif9hief againft others." 



■M-ita 



HOW many liv* in the world, as ufelefs a» if 
they had nexer beenboin 1 They pa&.thk:pu£^ 
hte like a bird through the air, and leave no track be- 
hind them •, wafte the prime 6i t^K^i^ days in d^i^ 
ber^in^ ^h^t they ihaU 4^ 5 ^md brittg thepa t9 a pe- 
riod, wi^ho;ut coming tp apy determination* 

An indolent jQu^g n^n l^ing a(i;ed why he by 
lA be4 fp Ipng, jocofcly ^dcarckuy s\i?iiVcrcd: ]&vex7 
n^orning of a$ij life I afiji i^eai^Uig long canfcs* I l^vc 
'\ysio JBne gii:is, their names are Induftry. and ^loth^ 
cLofe at my b^dril4?> as foon as ever I ayrake^ pre^ng 
their different fuits. Qne intreats me to get up, tKc 
o,t^er perfuades m^ie tq lie iiili \ and then they alter* 
lately give me var^ovks reafpns, why I ^ould riic, and 
^hy. j &oul4 not. I^i.the mean f^ip^pj as it is the dut]^ 
of an impartiaUudgc tpl^r ajl that cap b^ (aid on 
fi^h^r fide^ hefpre t^p pleafLlings ^e over it is;tiiixe tq 

gp to di^if. 
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Lxxxvji, The Owl. and the Ea€;le. 

AN Owl fate bdinking in the trunk, ofi a hollow 
tree, and arraigned the brigbiUiert^of \he fun. 
"Wiut 19 the ufc of its beams, faid &e, but to dazzle 
ot^h ey^ s (o that one cannot fire a moiiie : For mj 
part, I am. at a loii: to conceive ifor what purpofe (o 
glaring an objed: wa& created : We had certainly been, 
much better withont it. O iosA ! replied an £agle» 
who was pycrched on a bvandi of the fajne tree, to 
rail at excellence which thou canft not tafte ; and not 
to t)erceive that the &ttlt is not in the fim, but in thy- 
(f^t. AiH it IS: true^ have not Acuities, to underftand^ 
or po^vera ta enjoy the beaefit of it : But muft the. 
buiinefs and the pleaforej of the worldibe.obftru£led,. 
that an Owl ma.y catch mice.? 



LxiEX^iii, Th4 Si&Li and th$, Oi^L* 

AN Eagle and an Owl having entered into a 
league of mutual amity, one of the artidcs of 
their treaty was, that the former fliould not prey upon 
the younglings of the latter. But tell me, fnid the 
Owl, fhould you know my little ones if you were td 
fte tnem i indeed I fhould not, replied, the Eagle } 
but if you dc&ribe them to me, it will, be fufficknt. 
You are- to obfisrve then* returned the OwU, in the 
firft place^ that the charming creatures are perfis^tly 
well ihajped ^ in the next, that there is a. remarisable 
'^eetneis and vivacity in their countenapces ; ami 
then there is fomething in their voices fo peculiarly 
i^dodious^-1— ^h is enouch, interrupted tl]»r Eagle; 
by theie marks I cannot nil of diftinguifliing th^m \ 
and you may depend upon their never receiving any 
injury from. me. It happened not long afterwards, aa 
^e Eagle wa^ upon the wing in queft of his. prey, 
that he diicovered, amidft the ruins of an old caiUe. 
a oeft of grim4uced| ugly biivis^. with ^oomy coun-* 
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tenance^ and a voice like tkat of the Furies. Thefe 
undoubtedly, faid he, cannot be the ofispring of my 
friend, ^pd fo I ihall venture to make free with thciKi. 
He had Icarce finifhed his repaft and departed, when 
the Owl returned} who finding nothing of her brood 
remaining but the mangled carcafes, broke out into 
the moft Utter exclamations againiir the cruel and per^ 
fidious author of her calamity. A neighbburing Bat» 
who over*heard her lamentations, and had been wit- 
nefs to what had pafled between her and the Eagle^ 
very gravely told her, that fhe had no body to blame 
for this misfortune but herfelf ; whofe blind prejudices 
in favour of her children, had prompted her to give 
fuch a defeription of them, as did not.refemble th«m 
in any one fingle feature or quality* 

Parents ihould vexy carefully guard againft that 
weak partiality towards their children, which renders 
them blind to their failings and imperfections ^ as no 
difpoiition is more likely to prove prejudicial to their 
future welfare. 



Lxxxix. The Court ^ Death. 

DEATH, the ICing of Terrors, on the anniver- 
fary of his coronation, was determined to chufe 
his prime minifter. His pale courtiers, the ghaftly train 
of difeafes, were all fummoned, and each preferred his 
claim to the honour of this illuftrious office. Fe- 
ver urged the number he dcftroyed •, cold Palfy fct 
forth his preteniions, by {baking all his limbs } and 
Dropfy, by his fwelled, unwicldly carcafe. Gout hob- 
bled up, and alledged his great power in racking every 
joint 5 and Afthma's inability to fpeak, was a ftr©ng, 
though filent argument in favour ot\i\% claim. Stone 
and Cholic pleaded their viplence; Plague, his rapid 
progref^ in deflruftion ; and Confumption, though 
ilow, inflfled that he wa6 fure. In the midft of this 
contention, the court was diflurbed with the nolle of 

mufic, 
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mufic, dancing, feafting, and revelry ; wkdi imm^ 
diately entered a Lady, with a bold lafcivious air, and 
a fluOied and jovial countenance : She was attended 
on one hand by a troop of cooks and bacchanals ; and 
on the other^ by a train of wanton jouths and dam- 
fthf who danced half-naiced to the lofteft mufical in- 
Aruments: Her name was Imtbmpbrance. She 
waved her hand, and thus addrefled the crowd of diC- 
eafes : Give way, ye fickly band of pretenders, nor 
dare to vie with my fuperior merits in the fervice of 
this great monarch. Am not I your parent ? The 
author of your beings ? Do you not derive your power 
of fhortening human life almoft wholly from me ? 
Who then fo fit as I myfelf, for this important office ? 
The griily monarch grinned a fmile of approbation, 
placed her at his right hand, and (he immediately be- 
came his prime favourite, and principal minifter.* 
Intemperance cuts down all,— us a deadly poifon. 



xc. The Cat, the Cock, and the Teung Mouse. 

A Young Moufc, who had fecn very little of the 
world, came running one day to his mother in 
great hafte :— — O mother, faid he, I am frighted al- 
moft to death ! I have fecn the moft extraordinary 
creature that ever was. He has a fierce angry look, 
and ftruts - about upon two legs. A ftrange piece <^ 
fleih grows on bis head, and another under his throat, 
as red as blood. He flapped his arms againft his fides, 
as if he intejided to rife into the air ; and ftretchiiig 
out his head, he opened a fharp-pointed mouth fo 
^ide, that I thought he was preparing to fwallow me 
wp *, then he roared at me fo horribly ,^ that I trembled 
tvcry joint, and was glad to run home as faft as I 
could. If I had not been frighted away by this ter- 
rible monfter,. I was juft going to fcrape acquaintance 
^ith the prettieft creature yoii ever faw. She had a 
foft fur ikin, thicker than ours, and all beautifully 

wavc^ 
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•-traved vkh'hiack^xnd :grey ; 'with a m^deft look, aiiA 
a lieoicaiunir fo hutuMeand courteotts, thait laethought 
I codd iiffvc bXttn in love with her. Then ihe b»d 'a 
fine i«ig tail,. which' &e waTed about io .prettiij, ^i^td 
-looked fo < e ar n e ftt yat me, thatlbcheve die was juft 
-gaktg ta^nkco me, whdnthe horrid meliAer fright- 
vd me away. Ah, my dear efaiki, iaid tj^ke siother^ 
•you hanre lidieed efcsped being drvoiircd^ hut rK>t l^ 
that mofifter ^yoo ^was fo iniich iafratd*of; which ia 
troth wcls:«illyt a bird, and * would 'have dofte you no 
inanner lof harm. Whereas the fweet creafvre, <d 
-vrhichyou'feem fo fond, was no other than a Cat:^ 
vho, -under that hypocritical countctiancey teoneeals 
themoft imiMerate hatred to i^ our race, and' fubflAs 
^ndrelyiay ctevauriaag Miee. Leju^rfirom this ioici- 
^knt, toy ^dear, 'iifcf er whilft you hvotoreiy. ooi <»ut- 
*ward appeamn<ie$. 



xcu The Farmer and his Dog. 

AFarawr, who had Juft fteppcd into his field to 
mend ra,gap in one of his fences, found at bis 
return the cradle, where he had left his only diild 
aflepp, turned u^fide down, the.cloaths SiU torn and 
bloody, and hi^ dog lying near it befmcared alfo with 
blood. Immediately conceiviiig that the creature had 
deftroyod his child, he inftan^ly daflied out his brains 
with the -hatchet in his haiid; whett turfting ijp rilfe 
cradle, hc« found his child unhurt, and an eitt>tmocrt 
ferpeut lyi^g dead on the floor, killed by that faithful 
l)pg, whofe coura^ge and fidelity in prefer v)ng (he fife 
of his Son, deferved another kir^d ot regard. Thfefc 
affe^kiag circumftances afforded him a ftriking leflbnf, 
how dangerous it is, too haftily, ta giye Way to The 
.blind irapulfe of a fuddcn paffion. 



xcii. The 
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xciu The Gkat mnd the Bbb. 

A Gnat, hatf-ftarvcd whh cold and pinclicd iritli 
hanger, came early one morning to a beehive, 
beggedtiicrelief of charity, and ofiered to teach mu- 
fic in the family, on the humble terms of diet and 
lodging. The Bee received her petitioner with a coki 
civility^ and defired to be excufed-. I bring np all my 
children, faid flie, to my own vfeM trade, that thev 
niay be able, when they gvow up, to get an ' honeft 
livelihood by their mduftry. BeiMe^, how do you 
think I could be lb imprndent as tot teachr them an 
art, which I fee has reduced its' profeSor to indigence 
and beggary ? 



■*■**— *M« »!■* ■■! • ■■ 111! I I ■ III 



- scxu. The OtTEiCK ttnd th^ fnhicAV* 

THE Oftrich one day met the Pe&affL» and-ob* 
fqprving her bread all bloody ,—• Good God ! fays 
^ to her, what is the matter / What accident has 
befallen you f You certainly have been feized by (omfi 
^|vage bcaft of prey, and have with dijBBculty efcap^ 
^J^ 1» mciLilels ehrwY. Do^-not br furpiized, 
d !!t^*^ r«pM«d the Pelican^ no fuch accident, nor in- 
deed any thing more than common hath happened to 
nje,.I have only hcen ei^agedia my opdhiary em- 
ployment of tending my ncft, of feeding my dear little 
°^^and nouriflxing them with the. vital blood from 
«^y; boibai. Your anfwer, returned the Oftrich, aftq- 
^hesxnc ftiU mord than the horrid figure yx»u make. 
What, is this your pr-aftice, ta tear your own fldh, 
w fpiU your own blood, and to ikrifice yourielf hi 
^*u crud manner to the impoctuaate cravings of you* 
young ones I I know not which to pity moft, your 
«^fcry or your folLy. Be aduifed hy me-v have (otw 
^^ard,foryourfelfv and leave off tliia fc»rbarou& cuf. 
|j>m of mangling your own body : A$ for. your chil* 
"^cp, commit them to the care of Providence, and 

F make 
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make yourfelf quite eafy about them. My example 
may be of uie to you. I ky eggs upon the groundi 
and joft cover them lightly over with fand ; if they 
have the good luck to efcape being crufhed by the 
tread of man or beaft^ the warmth of the fun broods 
upon, and hatches them ; and in due time my yonng 
ones come forth : I leave them to be nurfcd by w- 
ture« and ibftered by the elements; I give myfelf no 
trouble about them, and I neither know nor care what 
becomes of them. Un^xappy wretch, fays the PeUcaSt 
who hardeneft thyfelf againft thy own o£pring» ami 
through want of natural affection rendercft thy travad 
iruitleis to thyfelf! who knoweft not the fweets of a 
{>arent's anxiety i the tender delight of a mother's fu£> 
ferings! It is not I) but thou, that art cruel to thine 
own fleih. Thy infenfibility may exempt" thee from a 
temporary inconvenience, and an inconHderable pain ; 
but at the fame time it makes thee inattentiveto a moft 
neceilary duty, and incapable of reliihing the pleafure 
that attends it : A pleafure the moft exquifite that na- 
ture hath indulged to us ; tn which paki itfetf is fwal- 
lowed up and loft, or only ferves to heighten the en- 
joyment. 



xciv. Tie Sensitive Plant and the Thistib. 

AThiftle happened to fpring up very near to a 
Seofitsve Plant. The former obferving the ex- 
treme bafhfulnefs and delicacy of the latter, addrefied 
her in the following manner : Why are you (b modeft 
and referved, my good neighbour, as to withdraw yottr 
leaves at the approach of ftrangers?- Why do you 
Ihrink as if you were afx;aid, from the touch of every 
hand ? Take example and advice from nve : If I liked 
not their familiarityv I would make them keep their 
diilance, nor fhould any faucy finger provoke me un- 
rcvenged. Our tempers and qualities, replied the 
other, are widely different : I have neither the ability 

nor 
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nor indinatioa to give offence : You, it Teems, ve by 

no means deftitnte of either. M7 defire b to live 

peaceably in the fiation wherein I am placed \ and 

chough my humility may now and then caufe me ' a 

moment's uneafinels, it tends on the whole to preserve 

my tranquillity. The cafe is otherwifc with you, 

TOofe irritable temper, and revengeful difpofition,will 

prolmbly c?lic time or other be the canfe of your dc- 

ftniffion. While they were thus arguing the pointy 

the Gardener came with his little fpadc, in order to 

Ijhtcnthc earth round the ftem of theSenfitive Plant ; 

but perceiving the Thiftlc, he thruft his inftrumcnc 

throogh the root of it, and dircftly toflcd it out of 

bis garden. 



31CV. Ths Redbreast mni the Spaerow. 

» 

A S a Re4)>reaft was fioging on a tree by the HI 



^ a rural cottage, a 4>|)arroW| perched upon the 
^Jj^'^b, took occafion thus to reprimand brm : And 
ooft thou, faid he» with thy dull autumnal note, pr» - 
fume to emulate the birds of fpring ? Cm thy wcak 
^arbliags protend to vie with the Iprightly accents of 
^e thrulh and blackbird ? with tlw various niclody of 
J/ic lark or nightingale ? whom other birds, far thy 
fupcriors, have been long content to admire in filenc^f. 
Judge with candour at leaft, replied the Robin ; nor 
^putc thefe efforts to ambition fokly, which nay 
Sometimes flow from the love of art. I reverence in- 
deed, but by no means envy, the birds whofe fame has 
ftood the teft of ages. Their fongs have charmed 
both hill ^nd dale ; but their feafon is paft, and their 
throats are filent. *! feel not, however, the ambition 
to furpafs or equal them \ my efforts arc of a much 
bumbicr nature \ and I may furely hope for pardon, 
^hile I endeavour to cheer thefe forfaken valleys, by 
^Q attempt to imitate the drains ot love. 

'Fa xcvi. The 
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xcvi. The Miser cud thi Magpie. 

r 

AS a Mifer fai( at his deik, cotuiting over his 
heap^ of gold, a magpie eloping from his cage, 
}>ickctl «p a guinea, and hopped zwzy with it. The 
MIfer, who never failcil to count his inoney over, a 
fjcond time, »inmcd lately miiled the piece, and riilng 
lip from his feat in the utn^ofl confternation, ohfcrvcd 
the felon hiding it in a crevice of the floor. And art 
t hotly cried he, that worft of thieves, who haft robbed 
me oi ^ny gold, without the plea of neccffity, ana 
without regard to its proper ufe ^ but thy life ihall 
ntone for lb prcpofterous a villainy. Soft word^, good 
mafter, quoth the magpie. Have I then injured you, 
in any other Tehfe than you defraud the public f And* 
; m I. not ulinj your money, in the fame ntanptr .you 
cio yourfelf ? If I muft lofe my life for hiding a fmglc 
guinea, what do youj I pray, defervei who feci^tlb 
jnany thoufands ? 



xcvn. The tVo Bees, 

ON a fine m<^rn1ng in May, two Bees fet forward 
in queft of honey i the one wife and temperate, 
the other <:arelefs and extravagant. They foon arrived 
?t a garden, enriched with aromatic herbs 5 the moft 
fragrant flowers, and the mofl delicious 'fruits. -They 
regaled tliemfefves for a time on the various dainties 
that were Tprcad before them; the one loading his 
thigh at intervals with proviiions for the hive agalnft 
the diftant winter j the other, revelling in fweets wuh* 
cait regard to any thing but his prefent gratificati^. 
At length they found a wide^mouthed phial, that hung 
beneath the bough of a peach-tree, filled with honey 
ready "tempered, a«d expofed to their tafte in the moft 
alluring manner. The thoughtlefs epicure, in fpite 
of all his friend's remonftrances, plunged headlong in- 
• • ' •' ' . to 
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totheveflel, refolving to indulge himfelf 10 all the 
ideafures of feafuality. Tke philofephcr, on the 
ptliAr haady iipped a little wica cautiaa» but b:ing 
fu(piciou5 of danger, flew off to fruits and flowers $ 
wherei by the moderattoii of his meals^ he improved 
liisrdiih for the true . enjojmeat of them. In the 
eFeniag, however « he called upon his friend, to'en^ 
quire whether he wouldxeturn to the hive ; but foun4 
him iurleiied in fweeUi whicK he was as unable to 
leave^ as to enjoy^ Opgged in his wings, enfeebled 
ia bis feet, and his whole fraoic totally enervated, he 
was but juft able to bid his friend adieu^ and to lament 
with his lateft breath, that though a taftc of plcafure 
o^ight quicken the relifh 6f life, an unreftrained indul- 
gence is inevitable dcftrudion. 

xcviii. Pythagoras and the Critic- 

PYTHAGORAS was enc day very carncftly en- 
gaged in taking at» exaft meafiure of the Olympic 
courfe. One of thdfe «o&ee)ted CrJEtics, who aim at 
^^^cry thing, and arc veady to inOerpofe witJi tjieir 
opiirion upon ^11 iiiibj^S) happened to be prcfent ^ 
and could not hdp imUng t^ himVelf to fee the phi* 
lolbpher fo employod, and to obferre what great at* 
^^i^ai and puns liis beftowed upoa fuch af bufinefs* 
And pray, lays he,- aceofting Pythagoras,, may I pre* 
f^nne lo aik with what de%n you have given yourfelf 
^ troubled Of that, replied the Thtlofepher^ lStal\ 
^^Teadily infrnrm you* We drc aSured^ that Her- 
^i€s, wh^ he infkitiued tjbe Oiympic games, liimfeif 
l^idotttthis covrfe by iteafure^ aiiied determixied it to 
^^ fength of &X. hundred leet^ meidyring it , by the 
^Wfaord of his own foot, Now^. by taking an exad 
meafure of the fane number of iou now in ufej we 
<^ fittd Jftow'ictichtfae.foo^ of HerculM, and in. pro- 
portion lizs wtole ftature^ exceeded that of thepreTcnt 
gtticration* A very curioiis fpeculation I fays the 
- . , ' '. F 3 ^. • Crin'c, 
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Critic, and of great ufe .and- importanccj no doifbt. 
And r^ you will demonftrate to us, that the bulk of 
this fabulous hero was equal to his cxtrayagant e^ter* 
prizes and his marvellous exploits. And pray. Sir, 
what may be the refult of your enquiry at laft? I 
fuppofe, you can now tell me exa^ly to a hair's 
breadth, how tall Hercules was. The reftilt of my 
enquiry, replied the Philofopher, is this, and it is a 
fconclufion of greater ufe aind importance than you 
feem to exped from it ; that if you will always efti- 
mate the labours of the phBofopher, the deiigns of the 
patriot^ and the aftions of the hero, by the ftandard 
of your own narrow conceptions, you will ever be 
greatly miftaken in your judgment concerning them. 



xcix, Tte TWO Dogs. 

HASTY and inconfiderate connexions arc 
generally attended With great diiadTantages : 
And n^uch of every man's %0od or iU fortune depends 
upon the choice he makes of his friends* 

A good-natured Spaniel overtook a furly MaftifiV 
as he was travelling upon the road. Tray, although 
an entire jftranger to Tyger, very civ31y accofted him : 
And if it would be no inteiruption, he faid^ he flionld 
be glad to bear him company on his way. Tygcr^ 
yho happened not to be altogether in fo growlmg a 
mood as ufual, accepted the prbpofal^ and they very, 
amicably porfued their journey together. In the 
mtdft of their converfation they arrived :at thc^ncxt 
"viUagei where Tyger began to dUplay his malignant 
cfifpofition, by an iinprovoked attack upon every dx>g 
he met. The villagers immediately fallied forth with 
f»reat indignation to refcue their reipe£tive favourites^ 
and falling upon our two friends without diftin^on 
or mercy, poor Tray wasi moft crnelly treated, fbc no . 
other xeafon but from being found in bad company. 

... C. Tie' 
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C ^he Cat and the Bit. 



A Cat having devoured a ravovrite bul£nch of YkXt 
itiafter, overheard hha threateniiig to pm her to 
death the momem he could find her* In this difbreii ^ 
ihe preferred a prayer to Jupiter ; votring» if he. would 
deliver her irfyai her piefent danger, that never while 
ihe lived would fhe eat another bud. Not )ong after* 
wards, a Bst ntoft tnvitia^y flew into the room where 
Puf% was purring in the window. The queftion was^ 
how 40 TXk iqMm fo temotii^ an odcafioii \ Her appe* 
tite preffixl hard on one fide ; and her vow threw tome 
fcruples in her way on the od&er* At length ihe hit 
tipon a moft convenient diftindion to remove all dif* 
ficulties, by determining that as a iird indeed it was 
an unlawful prize, but as a nudufe flie mi^t very con^ 
fcientiouily eat it ^ and accordingly wi&out lurthe? 

debate fell to the.repaft 

Thus it is that men are apt to/impofe upon theov* 
felves by vain and grouncUcfs difiin^kions, when con* 
fcieiice and principle are at variaiKe with interefi and 
inclination. 



1 



CI. yZf HouKDS in Cotr4»tE8. ^ 

AHutttfman was leading Icvth his. Hounds cm 
morning to the choice, and had iuil|^4 feveral o£ 
the young Dogs in coii|)|e9, tO {Heveat ihcir following, 
every fcent, and hunting dlTorderly, a|s their own in* 
danations and fancy iflikn^d dir^ them. Amoiig; 
others, it was tl^ie fate .of Jowler andViiiein to be thus, 
yoked together. Jpwler and Vixen were both young, 
and unexperienced^ but had for fprn^ time been con-. 
fiant companiQzis, and ieemed to haye entertained a' 
great f<mchief& for each other; they ufed to be per-, 
petuaUy playbg together, a^id iin^any Ao^,''fl that 
happened, adways took one another's p^*; it tnight 
have been eapeAed thef efere that it would not be dif- 

agreeable 
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agreeable to tluem-to be-ftill mona doftly waited. How- 
ever, in faft. It proved otHerwilc : Theyiiad not been 
hmg JDkUd xifgttber, bcfefebotk 'pir^ts rhtUgmito j^^ 
fMt tiMafiads at their {u-cTexit fitttattQtt : Different 
iactlaatioBi and oppefite willa began to ^tfco^ and 
exert ditinfidves : If. one chafe to ge tbia way^- tht 
otlver wit as eayr to take the contrary^ if on« was 
prdBnf forward,. the cdicr wn$ jfiite Ho lag behind t 
VcKCn {MMod back: Jowkr, and JWler dragged dloiig 
Vitttt ; Jovder grow^ltd at Vixfen^and Vi&en fnapped 
at Jcnder, till athift k came tf» a downright quarrel 
betiivten them i and JowUr treated Vixen in a jvery 
ioagh and nngeneroiB m«intr, without .aaiy i!C;^d to 
the inferiority of her ftccngth, m the teadcrncfs olbtm 
fiex« At they were .thns caminnaHy y^%mg and. toty 
menting ^one another^ an okl Hounds who bad* oM^rv* 
ad aii £at pafled, ^^kine up to diem> i^d thus rf^oved 
them : — " What a couple of jfitty :|>upipiesi<ytm. aK# 
to br perpetually woj i y i n g youiHtelmft af thi$ rate ! 
What hindefa .your going «a peacedoly and Quietly 
to g eth er i Cannot yon compcamife the nuitt^r batweett 
yott, by each confulting thic^ other's inclinatignasiiil^le i^ 
At leaft, try to make a virtue of neceiGiy, and fubmit 
to what you cannot remedy i~X6u cannot get rifl of" 
the chain y but you jn^j make it^fit «i^y upon you. I 
am am old Dog, ^and let my age and experience in- 
ftnift you. When I waa iii the ikme drcom&an^s 
with yoU} I foon found that 4:hwa;rting'my cesxq>anion 
was only tormenting myfelf ) and my yoke*^feliow h^ 
j^ xame into the JfAme way of thinking. Ween-* 
deavoufed to yam in theiame^pm&its^ and to £iiiow> 
one another's indinatioiii«r 5 and ^0 we jogged on tM^ 
liher^ noV only wkh eafe and iquiet^ but with comSr^ 
and pleailire. We found by experience, that mutual 
compliance not only compenfiitea for liberty, \hA is 
eVen attended wkh ^ fatigfMtion and delight, beyond 
what Hbcrtyitfclf can ^/r .* 



. i; 
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ft 

cii. The Beau* 

■ » 

A Bear, who was bred m the iavage deiarts of Si« 
beria, had an inclination to iee the vorM- He 
traTclled from fereft to foreft, and from one kingdom 
to another, making many profound obfer vat ions m his 
way. Among the reft of his excurfions, he came by 
accident into a farmer's yard, where he iaw a number 
of poultry fianduig to drink by the iide of a pool. Ob« 
ferving that at every fip they turned up their heads 
towards the iky, he could not forbeair enquiring the 
reafon of ib peculiar a ceremony. They toki hlra it 
was by way of returning thanks to Heaven for the * 
benefits they received \ and was indeed an ancient and 
rdigious cuftom, which They could wot, withaiafe- 
confcience, or without impiety, omk* Here the Bear 
burft into a fitv of laughter, at once mimicking their 
geftnrtt, and r ic&uUng their iu^rifitioa, in tkfAbflr 
contemptuons manner. On this, tfaeXock, with a 
f[xrit fuitable to the boldnefs of his ehataAer, addrefled 
him in the following words : ^ As you ai« a ftranger^ 
Sir, you perhaps mav be cxcufed the indecency of* 
this behaviour ; yet give me leave to tdl you, that) 
none bat a Dear would ridkule any i^eligious ceremo^^ 
nies whatfoever, in the pre&nice of tho^ who belisvo 
them of importance." 



. cm, D.E A T H af!d Cupid. 

JUPITER.fent forth Doath and Cupid to trarcl 
roimd the world, giving each of them a bow in Jiia 
hand, and a quiver of airows at his back> . It was or« 
dercd by the difpofer of human affairs, that the arrows 
of Ij»ve ihould only wound tho young, in order to 
fc^ply the decays of mortal mea^ and thoie of Death 
were to ftrike old age, and free the world fitmi delefs 
charge. Our travdiers bemg one day extremely fa^ 
tigued .with their journey, re^d themfelves «nder the 
covert of a wood \ and throwing down their arrows in. 

a 
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a promifcnons maiMier before tkem, they both fell £afl: 
afleep. They had not repofed themfelres long, before 
they were awakened by a fudden noife; when haftily 
gathering up their arms^ each in the codFufion took by 
miftake feme of the darts that belonged to the other^^ 
By this means it ffequently happened that Death van«- 
quifhed the young, and Cupid fubdued the old. Ju- 
piter obferved the error, but did not think proper to 
redrefs it j forefeeing that fome good might arife from 
their unlucky exchange. And in fadl, if men were 
wife, they would learn from this miftake to be appre- 
henfive of death in their youth % and to guard againft 
the amorous paffions iti their okl age. 

CIV. Tie Spectacles. 

TTOW ftrangely all mankind differ in their opU 
JL I mons I and how ftrongly each is attached lo his 
own! ^— ^Jupiter oae day^ enjoying himfclf over a 
bowl of ne^for^ and in a merry humour, determined 
to make mankind a prefent. MornUs was appointed 
to convey it to tkem } who, mounted on a rapid car^ 
was prekmly on earth. Come hither, fays he, yc 
Ittpfiy mortals ; great Jupiter has opened for your bene- 
fit his all-gracious hands, tt is true, he made you 
fomewhat ihort-fighted ; but to remedy that incon* 
venieace, behold how he has favoured you ! So faying, 
he unloofed his portmanteau ; an infinite number of 
fpe&acles tumbled out, and mankind picked them up 
with great eagernefs ; there was enow for all, cve:^ 
man had his pair. But it was foon foiind that theie 
fpeAacles did not reprefent objects to all mankind alike: 
For one pair was purpU^ another blue \ one was Hvl)itet 
and another black \ fome of the glaffes were red^ fome 
grem^ and fome yellow^ In ihort, there were all man* 
ner of colours, and every fhade of colour. However, 
notinthftanding this dsverfity^ every man was charmed 
with his own, as believing it the bcft ; and enjoyed in 
ofimn, jaU the fatls&£|iph of truti^ 

cv. Tie 
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CT. Tie toET and $bi Dbatjiwatch. 

AS a Poet fat in his clofet, fieaftaig his ima^ina- 
tion on the hopes of (xaat and immortalitr, he 
was ihnled on a fudden vrxth the ominous (•una of a 
Deathwatch. However, immediatelj rccoUeAing him* 
felf, — Vain infed, faid he, ceafe thy impertinent fore* 
bodings, fufficient indeed to frighten the vreakneis of 
women or of childnn ; but £ur beneath the notice of a 
Poet and Philof^^er. As for me, whatercr accident 
may threaten my life, my £ime, fptte of thy prQffnoftia» 
ihall live to future ages. May be fo, replied the in* 
fed, I fmd at leaft thou hadft rather UAcn to the mag- 
got in thy head, than to the worm beneath thy table : 
But know, that the iuggeftiotts of Vanity are altoge- 
ther as decdtfiil as thofe of Superftition. 



CVI. The TWO LlZlRBS. • 

AS two Lizards were balking under a fouth wall» 
. how contemptible, faid one of ibem% is our con* 
dition ! We exift, it is true, but that b all ; for we 
hokl no fort of rank in the creation, and are utterly 
unnoticed 1^ the world. Cur&d obfcurity I Why 
was I not rather bom a fbg, to range at large, the 
pride and glory of fomt foreft ? It happened, that in 
the midfl of thefe uxijufl murmurs, a pack of hounds 
was heard in full cry after the very creature he was 
envying^ who being quite fpent with tho chace, was 
torn in pieces by the dogs in fight of our two Li- 
zards* And is this the lordly ftag, whofe pbco" in 
the' creation you wifhed to hold ? replied the wiftr 
Lizard to his complaining friend. Let his fad fate 
teach you ta blefs Providence for placing you in that 
humUe fituation, which fecurcs you from the dangers 
of a more elevated rank. 

CTH. The 
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1'^WO Cits ha^Utg ffoloQ fome ckeefef coutd not 
■ agr«s about dividing tbeir pme. In order there- 
fore to fettle tiie di£jpute^ thcj confented to refer the 
matter ta a monkef* The propofed arbitrator very 
readiljf accepted the office ; and producing a balancei 
{Hit a* part inca each fcak. <^ Let me lee (faid he) 
aye — tkt» iumpontwc^fas the other ;*' andioimediate^ 
ly bit i^a'confidenfak- piece, in<»der toretfiKe it (he 
eb(er^Msd) to ai^ eqniUiK-itim. The Gf>pofite feale was 
now become the heavier ; which affinrded vour con^ 
&ientioi|s judge an additional. reafon for a feccmd 
mouthfel; mid, hoU, faid the two Cats» who began 
td be alatxt^ -for the- event, gifc us our. refpe&ive 
fhares, and we txe.bxi^&ed^ I£ jool are fatisfied,. re*' 
turned the monkevi juftice is not ; a cafe of this in* 
tricate nature is by no means (b loon determined : 
Upon whi(sh% he continued to- nibble firf)^ one piece 
and tl^en the pther, till the poor Cats, feeing their 
diede gradnairj^ dfimiiiiihing, intreated hdm: to give 
himiciF n0 fiu^her trooble, but to deiiirer to tken> whac 
remaineicl. Not Kb Ibft,! befeech ye, friends, replied 
tfie mopfeey ; we owe jciftice to our&be» as well aa m 
you ; T^hat remains isd^te to me in right of my office: 
Upon w&i<ji, he (luffed the whole into his mouth, and 
with great gra^lf difmiftd the const; 
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cviw. The Stork mni the CaaWi 

iS«orik and a. C^ow had onec«a ftrong contention 
wikichaf thcmih>od tugheft in the £»veiir ^i 
jfuoiter* If he Craw aUis4ged bis ikiU* in omens^ hii 
JaraJlibility in prophecies, and- his great ufe to the 
priefttofdutdeityy mail their faci?inees and rcli|^oii$ 
ceremonies. The Stork urged only his bhniekfs )ifet 
the care he too£ to preferve his offspring, and the 
'• ? ' ' affiftance 



And ENTERTAINING FABCES. ^x 

affiftance he lent his parents nncler the infirmilics of 
age. It happened, as it generally does in religious 
difputes, that neither ofthejn could confute the other ; 
fo they both agreed to refer the deciiion to Jupiter 
himfelf. On their joint application, the God deter- 
mined thus between them : hzt none of my creatures 
defpair of my regard : I know their weaknefs ; I pity 
their errors j and whatever is well meant, I accept ns 
it was intended. Yet facrificcs or ceremonies ai-c in 
themfelves of no importance, and every attempt to pc-- 
netrate the counfels of the Gods», is altogether as vala 
as it is prefumptuous : But he who pays to Jupiter a 
juft honour and reverence, who leads the moll tem- 
perate life» and. who does the mpft good in proportion 
to his abilities; , as he beft anfv/er? the end of his crc- 
ktion, will affurcdly (land higlieft in the favour oi his 
creator. ' ' 



cix. The Tuberose and the Sjnflower. 

ATuberole in a bow-winctew on the north fiilc 
of a {lately villa, addrdfed a Sunflower which 
grew on a flope that was contiguous to the houfe. 
Pray, fays he, hcfghbour Tumiole, to what purpofe 
do you' pay all this devotion to that fiftitious deity of 
yours, the Sun? Why arc you coiitinuaiiy dift<7rting 

J^oair body, and cnfting up your eyes to. that ghring 
uminary ? What fuperftirioii lucKiccs" you to tlrink, 
that 'we flowers exifl: only tkrough Jhii? mfliience ? 
Both you and -I are furely indebted to the hot-bed, 
anil to the diligence of the gardener, for our pro- 
duftion and fupport. For my part, I riiall refervc 
niy homage, together with my fweets, for that bene- 
volent maflcr who is continually watering and rcfrcili- 
ing me : Nor do I delirc ever to fc'e the face ol* that 
fun you fo vainly idolize, while I can eiijoy ifac c^i5i 
(hade, of this magnificent falcon. 'Frucc with day 
biarph'cii^ics, replied the Sucuowev ; Why daft thou 

G rrxti- 
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revile that glorious beingi who difpenfes life and 
vigour, not only to us, but to every part of the 
creation ? Without this, alas ! how ineffectual were 
the ikill and vigilance of thy boafted mafter, either tp 
iupport thy tender frame, or even to pireferve his 
own ! But this muft ever be the cafe with fuch coa* 
traced underftandings : Sufficient, indeed, to point 
out our more immediate bene&Aors, without regard- 
ing that original fource, from which all beneficence 
proceeds. 



ex. Echo and the O w l. 

THE Vain hear the flatteries of their own imagi^ 
nation, and fancy them to be the voice of fame«, 
>-A folemn Owl, puffed up with vanity, fat re-, 
seating her fcreamsat midnight, from the hollow of m 
blafted oak. And whence, cried- flie, proceeds this 
awful filence, unlefs it be to favour my fuperior me- 
lody ? Surely the groves are hufhed in expeAation of 
my voice, »id when I iing, all nature liftens. An 
Echo refounding from an adjacent rock, replied imme- 
diately, **all nature liftcns." The Nightingale, re- 
fumed (he, has ufurped the fovereignty by uight : Her 
note, indeed, is mufical, but mine is fweeter iarl The 
voice confirming her opinion, replied again, ** is 
fweeter far.'* Why then am I diffident ? continued 
Ihe : Why do I fear to join the tuneful choir : The 
Echo, ftill flattering her vanity, repeated, " join the 
tuneful choir." Roufed by this empty phantom of 
encouragement, flic on the morrow mingled her hoot- 
ings with the harmony of the groves. But the tune- 
ful fongfters, difgufted with her noife, and afironted 
by her impudence, unanimoufly drove her from the 
ibciety, aud ftill continue to purfue her wherever (he 
appears. 

CXI. The 
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CXI. The Snipe Shooter. 

AS a Spcrtdnan ranged the fields with his gun, - 
attended by ah experienced old Spaniel, he hap* 
pened to fpring a Snipe ; and, nearly at the fame in* 
ilant, a covey of partridges. Surprifed at the accident, 
and divided in his aim, he let fly too indeterminately, 
and by this means mifled them both. Ah, my good 
maimer, faid the Spaniel, you fhould never have two 
aims at once. Had you not been dazzled and feduced 
by the extravagant hope of partridge, you would moft 
probably have lecured your Snipe^ 

c'xii. The Butterfly, the Snail, and the Bee. 

AButtcifly, proudly perched on the gaudy leaves of 
a French marigold, was boafting the vaft extent 
and variety of his travels. I have ranged, faid he, 
over the majcftic fcencs of Hagiey, and have feafted 
my eyes with elegance and variety at Leafowee. I 
have wandered through regions of eglantine" and ho- 
neyfuckle, I have revelled kiffcs on beds of violets 
and cowflips, and have enjoyed the delicious fragrance 
of rofcs and carnations. In jfhort, my fancy unbound- 
ed, and my flights imreflrained, I have vifitcd, with 
perfc^ freedom, all the flowers of the field or garden » 
and muft be allowed to know the world in a fiiper- 
lative degree. 

A Snail, who hung attentive to his wonders on a 
cabbage-leaf, was ftruck with admiration \ and con- 
cludedhim, from all his experience, to be the wifeft 
of animal creatures. 

It happened that a Bee purfued her occupation on a 
neighbouring bed of marjoram, and having heard our 
oftentatious vagrant, r'^primanded him in this manner: 
Vain, empty flatterer, faid (he, whom inftruftion can- • 
not improve, nor experience itfelf enlighten ! Thou 
haft rambled over the world ; wherein does thy know- 

G 2 ledge 
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ledge of It confift ? Thou haft fcen variety of objeftsj 
what conchillon haft thou drawn from them ? Thou 
hift taftcd of cve^y amufement •, haft thou extracted 
nny thing foi ufe ? I too am a traveller ; Gp and 
look into my hive ; and let my trcafurcs fhadow out 
to thee, that the intent of travelling is, to collect ma- 
terials either for the ufe and emolument •f private \ifcy 
or for the advantage of the community. 



cxiii. Tie Magpie anJ the Raven. 

THERE was a certain Magpie, more bufy and 
more loquacious than any of h\fi tribe. His 
tongue was in perpetual motion, and himfclf con- 
tinually upon the wing; flattering from place to 
place, and very feldom appearing twice together in 
the fame company. 

Sometimes you faw him with a flock of pigeons, 
plundering a field cf ncw-ibwn corn ; anon, perched 
upon a ch.rry-tree with a parcel of tomtits; the next 
moment, you would be furprized to find the fam« in- 
dividual bird engaged with a flight of crows, and 
fcafting upon a carcafe. 

He took it one day into his hcsrf to vifit an old 
Raven, who lived retired among the branches of a 
venerable oak •, and there, at the foot of a lonely 
mountain, had p:\fled near half a century. 

I admire, fays the prating bird, your moft romantic 
fituation, and the wildncfs oftheie rocks and proci- 
]>ices around you : I am abfolutcly tranfportcd with 
the murmur of that water-fall*: Methinks it diffufes 
a tranquilliiy, furpafling all the joys of public life. 
What an agreeable fequcftration from worldly" buftle 
,and impertinence ! What an opportunity of contem- 
plating the divine beauties of Nature ! I fhall moft 
certainly, my dear, quit the gaieties of the town, and 
for the iakc of tUefc rural fccnes, and my good friend's 
ronverfiition, pafs the remainder of my days in the 
Iblitude he has chofen. 

Well,, 
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Well, Slr» rejdies the Raven^ I fliall be at all times 
glad to receive jrou in my old-fafhioned way ; but you 
aod I fhould certainly prove moll unfuitable compa- 
nions. Your whole ambition is to fhine in company^ 
and to recommend yourfelf to the world by univerfal 
complaifance : Whereas my greateft happinefs conlifts 
ii\ eafe and privacy, and the feleA converfation of a 
few whom I efteem. I prefer a good heart to the 
moft voluble tongue ; and though, queftionlefs obligf d 
to you for the politenefs of your profeflions, yet I lee 
your benevolence divided among 10 numerous an, ac-> 

S^ttatntance, that a very flender ihare of it can remain 
or thofe you are pleafed to honour with the name of 
friends. 



cxiv. The Difcantentcd Bee. 

A Bee complained to Jupiter of the numerous evils 
to which-her condition expofed her. Her body, 
fhe laid, was weak and feeble, yet was fhe condemned 
to get her living by perpetual toil j fhe was benumbed 
by the cold of Winter, and relaxed by the heat of 
fummer. Her haunts were infefted with poifonous 
weeds,- and her flights obftrufted by ftorms and tem- 
p^fts. In fhort, what with danger from without, and 
difeafes from within, her life was rendered one con- 
tinual fcene of anxiety and wretchednefs. Behold 
now^ faid Jupiter^ the frowardnefs and folly of this 
unthankful race! The flowers of the field 1 havo 
fpread before them as a feaft, and have endeavoured 
to regale them with an endlefs variety. They now 
revel on odoriferous beds of thyme and lavender, and 
now on the ftill more fragrant banks of violets and 
rofes. The bufinefs they complain of is the extrac- 
tion pthoncjn-nsd,^ tp alleviate their toil, I have al- * 
lowed them wings, which readily tranfport them from 
otie delicious. banquet to another. Storms, tempeftsy 
and noxious weeds, I have given thtai iagacky to * 
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ihun ; and if ever they are mified, it is through the 
])crverfenefs of their inclinations. But thus it is with 
ii^es, and thus with Men : They mifconftme the be- 
nevolence of my defigns, and they compbin that my 
tlecrces arc rigid ; they ungratefully overlook all the 
-.iclvrintitjcs, and mngnily all the itocon leniences of 
th*ir ibtion. But let my creatures purfue their hap- 
plnefs, through the paths marked out by Nature, and 
ih?y will thcti feel no pains which they have not 
pleafures to compenfate. 



cxv. The Diamond and the Loadstone. 

A Diamond of great bsauty and luftre^ obferving 
not only many othf r gems of a lower clafs ranged 
to ;ed^cr with him in the fame cabinet, but a Loadftoae 
likewif^; placed not far from him, began to queftion 
the lartcr how he came there^ and what pretcnfions 
ji3 h^d to he ranked among the precious ftoncs ; he, 
v/hp pppcared to be no better than a mere flint ; a 
r.>rry, coarlb, rufty-looking pebble ; without any the 
J.^.afl.iliining quality to advance him to fuch an ho- 
J13UT u And concluded with clcfirin|; him to • keep his 
ciillance, and pay a proper refpedl to his fuperiors. 
I fjndj faiJ the Loadftone, that you judge by external. 
ri[)pcarance, and it is your intereft that others fhould 
f Ji-m their judgment by the fame rule. I muft own 
I have nothipg to boaft of in that refpeft; but I 
may venture to fey, that I make lamcnds for my out- 
ward defeats, by my inward qualities. The great 
iiiiprovemem of navigation in thefe latter ages is en- 
tirely owing to mc. It is owing to me that the dif- 
timt parts of the world are known and accefllble to 
cnpb other; that the remoteft nations are conneftcd 
together, and all in a manner, united into one common 
f )cicty j that .by a mutual intcrcpurfe • they relieve 
o;is another's wnnts, ax>d all cn^oy the fcvcml bicffings 
pecttilar lo each. Grtrt-Brilaiu is hidcbted to rr* 

ior 
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for her wealth, her fplendor, and her power ; and the 
arts and fcienccs are in a great meafure obliged to me 
for their late improvements, and their continual in- 
crcafci I am willing to allow you your due praife 
in its full extent; you are a pretty bauble; I am 
itfightily delighted to fee you glitter and fparkle ; I 
Idok upon you with pleafure and furprife : But I muft 
hi convinced that you are of fome fort of ufc, before 
I acknowledge that you have any real merit, or treat 
you with that refpeft which you feem to demand. 



ex VI. The Beggar and the Dog. 

A Beggar and his Dog fat at the gate of a noble 
courtier, and were preparing to make a meal qai 
a bowl of fragments from the kitchen-makl. A pro- 
pel* dependent of his iordihip's, who had beOn iharihg 
^ fingular favour of a dinner at the Reward's table, 
*#»$ ftruck with their appearance, and ftopped a little 
to oblerve them. The Beggar, hungry and voracious 
ns any courtier in Chriftendom, feized witli>greediiiefs 
the choiccft morfcls, and fwaltowed them liimfelf 5 the 
reft was divided mto portions for his chikiren : A' 
Tcrag was thruft into one pocket for honeft Jack, a 
cruft into another for bafhful Tom, and a luncheon of 
cheefe wrapt up with care for the little favourite of his 
hopeful family* In ih^rt, jf any thing was ithrown to 
the Dog, it was a bo^e (o clofely picked, that it fcarcc 
a'flR>fded a pittance to keep life and foul together.; 
How exaftly alike,' £iid the dependent, is this poor^ 
Dog!s cafe and mine? He is watching for a tiinner' 
from Ms mafter who cannot fpare it; I for a plate 
from a needy Lord, wholes wants, perhaps are greater* 
than my own, and whofe relaitions more clamocoiis 
than any. of this Beggar's brats. Shrewdly was it laid,' 
by an ingenious writer, a Courtier'^ Dependent is a 
Beggar's Dog. 

cxvii. The 
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cxvii. The Monster in the Su^n. 

yV N Aftronoxner, was obferving the Sun through. 
jf\ a telefcope, im order to take an exa£^ draught of 
the iereral fpots which appeared upon the iace of it. 
While he was intent upon his obfcrvations, he was oi\ 
a- fudden (urprifed with a new and aftonifhing ap- 
pearance ; a large portion .of the furface of the Sua 
was at once covered by^ a Qionfter of enormous iize^ 
and horrible form ; it l»d an immenfe pair of wings, 
a great number of legs, and a long and vaft prphofcis \ 
and that it was alive, vras very apparent, £rom his 
quick and violent motions, which th^ obferver could^ 
£rom time to tinie, plainly perceive. Being fure of 
the faft, (for how conld he be miftaken in whit he 
faw fo clearly ?) our Philofopher began to draw matxy 
furprifing conclufions from premi&s fo weU eftabliih- . 
ed» He calculated the magnitude of this e&traor-* 
dinary animal ; and found that he covered about two 
fquare degrees of the Sun's furface ; that placed uponj^ 
the earth, hewould fpreadover half of onehemifphere of 
it ; and that he was feven or eight times as big as the 
moon. But what was raoft aftoniihing, was the prodi- 
gious heat that he muft endure : It was plain that he 
was fomething of the nature of the falamander, but of 
afar more fiery temperament ; for it was demonih^blc 
from the deareft principles, that in his preient fitua- 
tion he muft have acquired a degree of heat two thQi»* 
fand times exceeding that of red hot iron. It was 
a problem worth confidering, whether he fubfifted.up* 
ofi the grofs vapours of the Sun, and fo from time to 
time cleared away thofe fpots which they are per- 
petually forming, and which would otherwi£e wholly 
obfcure and incruftate its face ; or whether it might 
not feed on the foUd fuhftance of the orb itfelf, wl^ich 
hy this means, together with the conftant. expence of 
light,, muft foon be exhaufted and canfumed } or whe-« 
ther he was not now and then fupplied by the falling 
of fome eccentric cornel; into the Sun. However this 

might 
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might be, he found by computation, that the earth 
would be but fliort allowance for him for a few months: 
And farther, it was no improbable conjcfture, that, 
as the earth was deftined to be dcftroycd by fire, this 
fiery flying monfter would remove hither at the ap- 
pointed time, and might much more cafily and con* 
vcniemly eflfeiSl a conflagration than ahy comet hitherto 
provided for thatfervice* 

In the carneft puriuit of thefe, and many the like 
deep ^d curious fpeculations, the aftronomcr was cn-^ 
g^ged, and was preparing to communicate them to the 
public. In the mean time, the difcovery began to be 
niuch talked of 5 and all the virtuofi gathered together 
*^ ice fo ftrange a flght. They were equally con- 
"vinced of the accuracy of |he obfervations, and of the* 
conclufions fb clearly deduced from it. At laft, one 
^orc cautious than the reft, was rcfolved, before he 
gave a full alTent to the report of his fcnfes, to ex- 
amine the whole procefs of the aflliir, and all the parts 
^ the inftrum^nt : He opened the telefcopc, and b<l- 
Ijold ! a fmall fly was inclofcd in it, which haying fet- 
"cd on the center of the objeft-gkrfs, had given occaflon 
^0 all this marvellous theory. 

How often do men, through prejudice and pafllon, 
through en\7 and malice, fix upon the brighteft and 
"ioft exalted charaftcrs, the groileft - and moft impro- 
vable imputations ! It behoves us upon fuch occaiions 
to be upon our guard, and to fufpend our judgments 5 
^H« fault perhaps is not in the objeft, but in the mind 
^f the oblerver. 



cxviii, The Elm Tree and the Vine: 

A K extrav^agant young Vine, vainly ambitious of 
r\ mdependency, and fond of rambling at large, 
^c^pifcd the alliance of a ftately Elm that grew near, 
and courted her embraces. Havmg rifcn to fome 
^^Ull height without any kind of fuppprt^ ihe fhot 

forth 
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forth her flimfy branches to a very unconrmon and 
fuperflaous length ; calling on her neighbour to take 
notice how little fhe wanted his affiflance^ ' Poor in-^ 
iatuated fhrub, replied the Elm, how incoonfiftent is 
thy conduA ! Would ft thou be truly independent, 
thou fhouldft carefully apply thofe juices to the en- 
largement of thy ftemi which thou laviflieft in vain 
upon unneceflary folis^e. I ihortly ihall behold thee 
groveling on the ground ^ yet countenanceoL, indeed, 
by many of the human race, who, intoxicated with 
vanity, have defpifed oeconomy ; and who, to fupport 
for a moment their empty boaft of independence, have 
exhaufted the veiy fource of it in friyoloas expences. 



•r 



*cx:ix. Th^ Toad »nd //&/ Ephe-mbron. 

AS fome workmen were digging marble in a moun«« 
tain of Scythia, they difcerncd a Toad of an 
enormous fize in the midft of a. folid rock. They 
were very much furprifed at founcomipon an appear- 
ance ; and the more they confidered th^ circumftanccs 
of it, the more their wosder increafed. It wa^ hard 
td conceive by what means.this creature had prefcrved 
Kfe and nourifhment in fo narrow aprifon^ and ftill 
more difficult to account for his birth and exifte.nce in 
a place fo totally inacceifible to all of his fpecies. 
They could conclude no other^ than that he was 
formed together with thr rock in which he had been 
bred^ and was coeval with the mountain, itfelf- While 
^ey were purfuing thefe fpcculations, the Toad fat 
nveUing and bloating, till he wa^ready^to burft with 
pride and felf-importaucc ; . to which at laft he thus 
gave vent :— " Yes, fays he, you behold in me a fpe- 
cimcn of the antedeluvian race of animals : I was 
begotten before the iiood ;. and who is there among 
the upftart race of mortals, that ihall dare to contend 
with_me in nobility of birth pr dignity of charaftjcr ?" 
AaEphemeron, fprung that morning from the river 

Hypanis, 
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Hypants, as he was flying about from place to place, 
chanced to j>e prefent^ and obferyed all that pafied 
with great attention and curio&y. Vain boafter, fays 
he^ what foundation haft thou for pride, either in thy 
defcent, merely becaufe it is ancient, — or thy life, be* 
caufe it has been long I What good qualities haft thou 
received from thy anceftors ? Iniignificant even to 
thyfelf, as well as ufelefs to others> thou art almoft 
as infeniibre as the block, in which thou waft bred. 
Even 'I, thai had my birth only from the fcum of the 
neighbouring river, at the rift^g of this day's fim, and 
who ftatt die at its-fetting, have omm'c reaibn to ap* 
plaud my condition, than thou haft to be proud of 
thine. I have enjoyed the warmth' of the fun, the 
light of the day, and the purity of the air ; I have 
flown from ftrq^m to ftream, from tree to tree, and 
from the plain to the mountain : I have provided for 
pofterity, and fhall leave behind me a numerous ofl& 
fpring to people the next age of to-morrow : In fhort, 
I have fulfilled all the ends of my being, and I have 
been happy. My whole life, it is true^ is but of 
twelve hours ; but even one hour of it is to be pre- 
ferred to a thoufand years of mere eziftence \ or that 
have been fpent, like thine, in floth, ignorance, and 
fbipidity. 



cxx. The Boy ^»rf the Butterfly. 

A Boy, greatly fmitten vrith the colours of a But- 
terfly, purfiied it from flower to flower with 
indefatigable pains. Firft, he aimed to furprife it 
among the leaves of a rofe ; then to cover it with his 
hat, as it was feeding on a daily ; now hoped to fe- 
cure it as it refted.on a fprig of myrtle*, and now 
grew lure of his prize, perceiving it loiter on a bed of 
violets : But the fickle Fly, continually changing one 
bloflbm for another, ftill eluded his attempts. At 
length, obferving it half-buried in the cop of a tulip, 

Ae 
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he ruflicd forward, and fnatching it with violence, 
cruflied it all to pieces. The dying infcft, feeing the 
poor Boy fomcwhat' chagrined at his di£ippointment, 
addrefied him with all the calmnefs of a Stoic, in the 
following manner : — " Behold now the end of thy un- 

J profitable fftficitude : And learn, forthe benefit of thy 
uturc life, that all Plcafure is but a painted Butterfly ; 
which, although it may ferve to amufe thee in the 
purfuit, if embraced with too much ardour, will periih 

inthygraV' 



cxxi. The Eclipse. 

ONE day when the Moon was under an Eclipfc, 
flie complained thus to the Sun of the difcon- 
tinuancc of his favours : — My dcareft friend, faid 
{he, why do riot you fliine upon me as you ufed to 
do ? Do I not fhine upon thee ? faid the Sun 5 I am 
very furc that I intend it. O no, replies the Moon, 
but I now perceive the reafon : I fee that dirty planet, 
the Earth, is got between us. 

The good influences of the Great woutd perhaps 
be more difFufive, ijccre it not for their mifchievows 
Dependents, who are frequently fuftered to ih- 
terpoie.- 



cxxii*. Thi Tulip and the Rose. 

A Tulip a|id a Rofe . happened to be near neigh- 
bours in the fame garden. They wxrc both ex- 
tremely beautiful ;. yet the Rofe engaged confiderably 
niore than an equal fhare of the Gardener\ attention. 
Knamoured, as in. truth he was, of the delicious odour 
it diffufcd ; he appeared, in the eye of the Tulip, to 
bq always l^iflihg and carefBng it. The Tulip, vain 
of its 'external jf harms, and unable to bear the thought 
pf being forfaken for another,* rcmonftraied in thefe 
mft the Gardener's partiality : — V/hy are my 

beauties 
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beauties thus ncgleded? Are not my colcmrs more 
bright, more varioas, and more inviting, than any 
which that xed^&ced thing has to diiphy r Why then. 
is fhe to engrofs your ni^hole affedlion, and thus for 
ever to be preferred ? Be not diflatisfied^ my fair 
Tulip, {aid the .Gardener ? I acknowled^ thy beau-* 
tics, and admire them as th^ deferve : Sut there are 
fpund in my iavourite Roie fuch attradlive odours^ 
fttch interaai charms, that I enjoy a banguet in their 
Jiragrance, which no mere beauty can jpr.eiend to 
furntih. 



CXtllU nf S«N$ITZJirEl^JLAHT0|7///i&f,PA(.M-T&E£. 

THE Senfitire Plant being brought out of tU? 
green«'houfe on a fine fummer*s day, and placed 
in a beautiful grove adorned' with the fineflforefl trees 
and -moft c uriou s plants, 4>ftgaB 4ogive himftflf great 
airs, and to treat all that were abWt him with much 
petiilance and •dMilsia. Itord-! iitys he, bow could 
the Gardener think .of fetting meiamong a paroelof 
trees j» grofs, inanimate things^ mjte vegetables, and 
perfeA ftochs ! Sure he does not ta&.me for a com* 
man plants when he knows that I have the /enfe of 
feeling in a more CKquiflte degree than hehas himfeif. 
It really Ihocks me to fee into nfhat wretched low 
company he has introduced me.: (t is .more th^. the 
delicacy of my coniiitutiQn,.and die extreme tender-^ 
nefs of my nerves can bear. Pray, , Mr tAcaciq^, fkind 
a little £irther o^ and do not prefume quite fo muph 
upon your idle pretence of being my cotifin. Good 
Mr Citron, keep your diftance, I befeech you ; ^our 
ftrong fcent quite overpowers me. Friend Palm-tree,, 
your offim£ve ihade is really more than I am able to 
lupport. The Jofty Palm-tree, though little moved • 
by fo unmaimerly an attack,' condefccndcd to rebuke 
the impertinent creature in the following manner : 
*^ Thou vegetable fribble ! learn to know thyfclf, aiid 

H thy 
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thy own worthleflhefs and infi|nificancy. Thou va- 
lued thyfclf on a vicious foftnefs, a falfc delicacy, the 
very dcfeft and imbecility of thy nature. What art 
thou good for, that fhrinkeft at the touch, and droop- 
cfl at the breath of air ; feeble and barren, a perpetual 
torment to thyfclf, and wholly ufclefs to others : 
Whereas wc, whom thou treateft with fuch difdain, 
make a grateful return to man for his care of us: 
Some of us yield him, fruk ; others are ferviceable to 
him for their ifa-ength and firmnefs ; we fhade him 
from the heat of the fun, and we defend him from tlie 
violence of tbt winds. I am particularly difiinguiihed 
for my hardinefs and perfeverence, my fteadin^fs and 
tonftancy : And on account of thoie very qualities 
which thoQ wanteft and affedtef): to defpife, I have the 
honour to be made the emblem of congueft, and the 
re^vard ef the conqueror. 



cxxft^v. Thf LiiURUSTiNUS aftd the Rose-Tree. 

IN the quarters of a ihrubbery, where deciduous 
plants and evergreens were intermingled VitK an 
aur of negligence, it happened that a Rbfe ^rew not 
far from a Lauruftinus. The Rofe, enlivened by the 
breath of Jcme, and attired in all its gbrgeous blo£- 
foms, looked with much contempt on the Lauruftinus, 
who had nothing to difplay but the dufky verdure of 
its leaves. What a wretched neighbourhood, cried 
ihe, IS this ! and how unworthy to partake the ho* 
wi<mr of my company ! Better to bloom and die in th« 
defart, than to anociate myfelf here with fuch low and 
dirty vegetables. And is this my lot atkft, whom 
every nation has agreed to honour, and every Poet 
coni'pired to reverence, as the undoubted fbvercign of 
the field and garden ? If I am really fo, let my fub-^ 
je£Vs at leaft keep their diftance, and let a circle re- 
main vacant round me, fuitiible to the ftate my rank 
requires. Here, Gardener, bring thy hatchet i prithee 

cut 
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cut down thk Lanruftinus v or at leaf): remove it to its 
proper fphere. Be pacified, my lovely Rofe, replied 
tlie Gardener ^ enjoy thy fuTereignty with moderation^ 
and thou ihal^ receive ail the homage which thy beau- 
ty can require. But remember, that in Winter, when 
neither thou nor any of thy tribe produce one flower 
or leaf to cheer me, this faithful ihrub, which thou 
defpifefti will become the glory of my garden. Pru- 
dence, therefore, as well as gratitude, is concerned, in 
the prote<^ion of a friend that will ihew his friendihip 
in ad^erfity. . 



cxxY. The Hermit. 

A Certain Hcrmil had fcooped his cave near the 
fummit of a lofty mountain, from whence he 
had the opportunity of lurveying a large extent both 
of fea and laiid. He fat one eviening contemplating 
with pleafure on the various objcdts that lay diffufed * 
before him : The woods were drcft in the brighteft 
▼erdure ; the thickets adorned with the gayeft hlef- ; 
fbnifr} the birds carolled beneath the branches ; the 
lambs frolicked around the meads ; the peafant whittled 
befide his team i and the fliips, driven by gentle gales, 
were returning fiifely into their proper harbours. In 
fhort, the arrival of Spring had doubly enlivened the 
whole fcene before his eye 5 and every objeft yielded 
a difplay either of beauty or of happineis. 

On a fudden a violent ftorm arofe. The winds 
muttered all their fury, and whole forefts of oak lay 
fcattered on the ground. Darknefs inftantly fucceed*- 
ed 'y hailttones and rain were poured forth in catarafts, 
and lightning and thunder added horror to the gloom. 
And now the fea, piled up in mountains, bore aloft 
the iargeft veffels, while the horrid uproar of its 
waves dro'^ned the fhrieks of the wretched mariners^ 
When the whole tempcft had exhaufted its fury, it 
^a« inftantly followed by the fhook of an earthquake, • 

Hz The 
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The poor inhabltantr of tbe iieigl&boiirnig Tillagos 
flocked in crowds to out Hermit's cave; fiiUy con- 
vinced^ that his' well-known fanAlty would be abkto 
pro'tert tliem' in their diftref J. They were, however, 
not a little furprifed at the profound tranquillity that 
appeared in his countenance. ** My friend^) f&ict he^ 
be not difmayed. Terrible to me, as well as to you, 
would have been the war of elements we have juft 
bsheld •, but that I have meditated with fo m\K:h at- 
tention on the various works o£ Providence, as to b« 
perfuaded that his Goodnefs is equal to his Powcar." 



cxxvi. The Farmer and his three Enemies. 

AWolF, a Fox, and a Hare, happened one evening 
to be foraging in different parts of a Fanner's 
yard. Their fir ft ciTort was pi^ctty fuccefsful, and 
they returned in fafety to their feveral quarters : How- 
ever, not fo happy as to be unperceived by the Fai^* 
mcr's watchful eye ; who", placing ieveral kinds of 
fnares, made each of them his^ prifoner in the next at- 
tempt. He jfirft took the Hare to tafk, who confefled 
ite had eaten a few turnip tops, merely to fatisfy her 
hungci- ; befeught him pit-coufly to fparc her life, widf 
promiicd never to enter liis grounds again. He- then 
accoiied the F0X ; who,- in. a fawning, bbf^qmous 
tone, protefted that he came into his premifies throngb- 
no othe?- motive than pure good- will, to reftrain tne* 
Hares and other vermin from the plunder of his com \ 
and that, whatever evil tongues might fay, he had to© 
great a regard both for him and for juftice, to be in 
the leaft capable of any difhoneft a^on. He laft of 
all examined the Wolf, what bufinefs brought him' 
within the purlieus of a Farmer's yard. ' The Wolf 
very impudently declared, it was with a view of de- 
ftroying his lambs, to which he had an undoubted' 
right : That the Farmer himfelf was the only felon^ 
who robbed the community ol Wolves of what wa« 

meant 
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me^t to be their proper food : That this, at leaft» 
^0ras his opinion ; and whatever fate attended him, he 
fhou^d not fcruple to rifque his life in the parfuit of 
bis bvf|il prejr* 

The Fanner baying heard their pleas, determinod 
the caufe in the following manner : — ** The Hare« (aid 
he, defences compaifionj for the penitence he ihewsy 
and the humble confeffion he has made : As for the 
Fox and Wolf, let them be hanged tosether } their 
crimes themfidves alike deferve it, and are equally 
heightened by the aggravation of hypocrify and of 
isapudeoce. 



cxxvii. The Stars mni the Skt^Roccet. 

A S ^ 'Rocketi on a rejoicing night, afcended thro*^ 
jf^ th^e air^ and obferved the ftream of light that 
oiftinguifhed fails pafiage, he could not forbear exulting 
in his elevation, and calling upon the ftars to do him 
reverence*. Behold, faid he, what gazing multitudes 
admire the luftre oi my train, whUit all your feeble 
fparks of light pafs unobferved, or difregarded ! The 
Stars heard his empty boaft with filent indignation : 
The Dog-ftar only vouchsafed to anfwer him. How 
erroaeot», faid he, are their conclufions who liften 
to the voke of popular applaufel It is true, the no* 
velty of thy appearance may procure to thee m<M-e 
admiration than is aUotted to our daily courfe, al«- 
though indeed a lafting miracle. But do not eftimate 
thy importance by the capricious fancy of mifguided 
men. Know thyielf to be the ufelefs pageant^ the 
firail prpduAion of a mortal hand. Even while I fpeak, 
thy blaze is txtinguiflied, and thou art funk into ob« 
livion. We, on the other hand, were lighted up by 
Heaven for the advantage of mankind, and our glory 
fliall endure for ever. 

H 3 CXXTIXI. Thi 
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cxxviii. The TWO Trouts and the Gudgeon. 

AFifherinan in the month of May, flood angling 
on the banks of the Thames, with an artmctad 
fly : He threw his bait with fo much art, that a young 
Trout \r3A rufhmg toxvards it, when ihe was preTcntetl 
by her mother. Never, faid ihe, my child, be too 
precipitate, where there is a poffibUity of danger. 
Take due time to conikier, before you riik an aAion 
that may be fatal. How know you whether yep ap- 
pearance be indeed a fly, or the fnare pf an enemy ? 
Let fome one elfe make the experiment before yoikr 
If it be a fly, he very poffibly will dude the firft at- 
tack ; and then the fecond may be made, if not with 
fuccefs, at leaft with fafety. She had no iboner ut- 
tered this caution, than a Gudgeon feized upon the 
pretended fly, and became an example to the giddy 
daughter, of the great importance of her mother's 
council. 



cxxix. The Te'nttkites and ihe Ichneumon. ' 

A Crocodile of prodigious fize^ and uncommon 
jtx^ fiercenefs, infefted the banks of the Nile, and 
Ipread deflation through all the neighbouring coun- 
try. He feized the (hepherd,. together widbi the flieep, 
and devoured the herdfmen, as well, as the cattle* 
Emboldened by fuccefs, and the .terror which prevail- 
ed wherever he appeared, he ventured to carry his in- 
curiions even into the iiland of Tentyra, and to brave 
the people who boaft themielves the only tamers of 
his race. The Tcntyrites themfelves were ftruck 
with horror, at the appearance of a mbnAer fe much 
more terrible than they had ever feen before : £v^ 
the boldefl: of them dared not attack him. . openly \ 
and the mof): experienced long .endeavcmred with all 
their art and addrefs to furprize him, but in vain. As 
they were confulting together, what they fhould do in 

thcfc 
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thefe circiiinftancesy an Ichnenmim ftepped fcMth, and 
thns addrefled them. I perceiTC your diftrels, neieh* 
hours : And though I cannot affift you in the prelent 
difficulty^ yet give me leave to offer you fome advice 
that may be of ufe to yoti for the future. A little 
prudence is worth all your art and your courage : It 
may be glorious to overcome a great evil, but the 
vileftvay b to prevent it. Yoti defpife the Crocodile 
while he is fm^ and weak ; and do not fofficitntlr 
confider^ that as he is a long lived anlmaly fo it is his 
ecuLiar property to grow as long as he Uves. Tou 
ee I am a poor, little, feeble creature ; yet am I 
much more terrible to the Crocodile, and more ufefiil 
to the country, than you are. I attack him in the 
egg ; and while you are contriving for months toge-^ 
ther, how to get the better of one Crocodile, ^d all 
to no purpofe, I effbAually deftroy fifty of them in 
a day. 



I 
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cxxx. The D y E. 

A Dove that had a mate and young ones, happen-* 
ing to fpy her cage door open, was driven by a 
fudden impulfe to fly out into an adjacent grove. 
There, perched vpen the bough of a fycamorc, fhc 
fat as it were wrapt in deep contemplation 5 not re- 
covering from her reverie, until the owner drew nigh 
unfeen, and brought her back to*hcr little femily. 

Art thou not afhamcd then, fays her mate, thus to 
dcfcrt thy hclplcfs ofl^pring ? Art thou not bafe to 
abandon me» for the company of birds to whom thou 
art a ftranger? Could I have harboured fuch a 
thought ? I, who have been ever conftant to our firft 
engagement ? and muft have died of mere defpair, 
hadft thou' not returned to my embraces ? But how, 
alas, returned I Not, as it feems, by choice; but 
enfnared by dint of artifice^ and brought hither by 
conftraint* 

Have 



jn SELECT MOR Ah 

Have patience, . ivplisd the ramUer^ and Isear Ao 
plea of tbf rqpcocant mate. Wimefst all je powers 
of iredlock, ye that know what |>affb5 ia the kearts of 
4o«ei^ if ever, befbrrc this unkapfgr aukmen^ I happen* 
ed to decide amifi ! When removed to yonder vood^' 
the aiir of tifoerty breathed fb iWeet, that, with horcor | 
%cak it, I felt a fnfpenfe about seturniiig to the cage. 
FardoB, I pray tl^ce, this one crime, and be vdl a& 
Ibred I will sebple no naorew And that dioa may'iilr 
be the xayore yadnced to pardon it, know that the love 
of liberty hums ever the ftrongeft in bofom^ that arv 
moft prone to conjugal afic£toi and the io^e ojf 
yooB0«^ 
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cnxu Th F19HTIN6 Cocks an J tie Tpax«¥. 

• 

rr^WO Cocks of the genuine game breed met by 
I chance upon the confines of their reipeAive 
walks. To fuch great and heroic fouls^thc (malleff 
matter imaginable a&rds occafion Bit diipute. . Hiey 
approach each other with pride and indignation ; they 
look dftfiawrc i they ccow a cbalangei and kamc-- 
diately conuttBacq a long and Uoody bat^. It wa^ 
fbttghl on both fides with fi^ muck courage and dex- 
terity,<«-Aey gave aijud they received fuch deep and 
deTperate wounds ; that they both lay down upon the 
turt utteidy fpeat, blinded, and difiiUed. Whik thia 
was their fitiuitiont a Turkey that had been a ipedbtov 
of aU that |nfied between them, drew near to the fiekl 
of battle, and reproved them in this manner. " How 
fidoltCk and abfurd has beeti your quarrel, my good 
neigbbotirs i A more ridiculous one could fiiarce have 
happened, among the moft contentious Nof ^B creatures^ 
men. Becatdeyou have orpwed perhaps, in each o« 
therms hearings . or that one of you has picked up a 
grain .of com ^upqn the territories of. his rival, you 
i^ve both rendered you^elxes.ouferahle .fior the re** 
msundcr ojfyour days." 

cxxxxxi Th 
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CXXXII. Tht NlGRTlKGAL£ and the BOLtriNCH. 

A Nightingale ?nd a Bullfinch occupied two caget 
In the lame apartment. The Nightiagfde pei^- 
petually- varied her ibag,. and eTery effi)rt ihe made 
^fibf ded &e£h entertainment. The BuUfinch always 
whiftled the fame dull tune that he had learnt, till all 
the family grew weary of the difguftful repetition. 
What is the rea(bn» faid the Bullfinch one day to his 
neighbour^ that your Tongs are always heard with 
peculiar attention^ while mine, I obferTe, are almoft 
as wholly difrcgarded ? The reafon, replied the 
Nightingale^ is obviotKs \. your audience are luffident- 
ly acquainted with every note you have been taught^ 
and they know* your natural abilities too well, to ex« 
pe£l any thing new from chat quarter. How then can 
yoii.fnppofe thejr will liften to a fongftcL, from whom 
fiothing native or original is to be expected ? 



cxxxixi. nt Toad and th$ Gold-Fisr. 

A 8 a Gold-Rlh newly brought fiFom the warmr 
A\^ regions of the Eaft, di{|i{aya^ kis beauties tn the 
(un \ a toad, trho had long eyed hhn with no finaH 
degree of envy, broke out into this exdamation. 
Row partial and howfantaftic is the favour of man« 
kind r RegardleHi of every excellence that is obvious 
and famiB^ ; and only ftnick with what is imported 
from a diftant climate at a large expence ! What a 

Smpons bafon is here coniSruAed, and what extreme 
idnefs is here fhowo, for this infignificant ftranger \ 
whenaquadrupedeofmyimportancelsnegleAed, Ihun- 
ned, and even perfeeuted. Surely were I to appear in 
China, I Ihould receive the fame, or perhaps greater 
honours, than ^e hvi&td here upon this timdl-i»« 
▼ourite. 

The 
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The Gold^Yilhy confcious of his real beauty^ and 
fomewhat angry to be thus infulted by fo very un- ' 
fightly and detormed a creature^ . made this .rational 
reply. It muft be ccmffefled, that the opinions of kien 
ara fome times guided by the caprice you mention. 
Yet, as for me and the reft of my tribe, it is well 
known, that if we are admired in England, we are ' 
not lefs admired at home: Being there efteemed by 
the greateft mandarins, ted by ftate officers, and 
lodged, in bafbns, as fuperb as any your nation has to 
boaft. Perhaps then, notwithftanding your fagc rfr- 
mark, there are fome virtues and fome qualities that 
pleafe or difguft alnioft univerfally ; and as innocence 
joined to beauty feldom fiuls to procure efteem, fo 
malice added to deformity will caufe as generally a do- 
tcftation. 



czxxiv. The Snail and the Statue. 

A Statue of the Medicean Venus was erefted in a 
grove facred to beauty and the fine arts. Its 
modeft ^mtude^, its elegant jproportion^, affifte^ by the 
fitoatipn in which it was placed, attrafted the regard 

of every delicate obferycr. A Snail, who had.&ted, 

himfelf beneath the moulding of the pcdeflal, beheld 
with an evil eye the admiration it excited. Where-" 
fore, watching his opportunity, he ftrove, by trailing 
his filthy flime over every limb and feature, to pblite- 
ratc thofe beauties which he could not endure to hear 
fo much applauded. An honeft Linnet however, who 
obferved him at his dirty work, took the freedom to 
^ure him that he would infallibly lofe his labour: 
Fcr although, faid he, to an injudicious eye, thou 
inay'ft fully the perfcflions of this finifhed piece, yet a 
more accurate and clofe inipedlor will admire its 
beauty through all the blemiihes with whicK tliou 
haft endeavoured to difguife it* 

cxjtxv. Th 
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cxxxv. Tie Bee and tie Spide&. 

ON the leaves and flowers of the fame ihrub^ a 
Spider and Bee puriued their feveral occupations ', 
the one covering her thighs with honey ; the other 
diftending his bag with poifon. The Spider, as he 
glanced his eye obliquely at the Bee> was rumioating 
with fpleen on the fuperiority of her productions. 
And how happens it, faid he, in a pee? iih tone, that I 
.am able. to colled nothing but poifon from the fdf- 
. fame plant that fupplies thee with honey i My pains 
and induftry are not lefs than thine ; in tho(e refpeAs, 
we are each ind^&tigable. It proceeds. only, replied 
the Bee, from our oppofite tempers and conftltution. 
"The benevolence and fweetncfs of my.difpofition gives 
a ilmilar flavour to every thing I touch ; whereas tky 
malignancy turns even that to poifon, which by a dif- 
ferent procefs had been the pureft honey. 



cxxxvi. Tie Wolf and tie Shepherd'/ Dog. 

A Wolf, ranging over the forcft, came within the 
borders of a iheep-walk ; when meeting with 
the Shepherd's Dog, that with a fiirly fort of a growl 
demanded his buiinefs there, he thought proper to put 
on as innocent an appearante as he could, and pro- 
tefled upon his honour that he meant not the leaft 
offence. I am afraid, faid the Dog, the pledge of 
your Honour is but a poor depoiit for your honefty j 
you muft not take it amifs, if I objeft to the fecurity. 
No flur upon my reputation, replied the Wolf, I beg 
of you. My fenfe of honoiu: is as delicate, as my 
great atchicvcments are renowned. I would not leave 
a ftain npon my memory for the world. The fame 
of what are commonty called great atchievemcnts is 
very precions, to be lure, returned the Dog 5 almoft 
^equa} to the character of an excellent butcher, a gal- 
lant 
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lant highwajman, or an expert .atfaffin. While the 
Dog was yet fpeaking, a' lamb happened to he within 
reai^ of our hero. The temptation was ftrongor than 
he was adde to rcfiftj he (prung upon hb prey^ and 
was icouiiiig hadily away widi it : However^ the 
Dog fepsed, and held him till the arrival «f the Shep- 
hjody who took meoiures for his 'execution. Juft as 
<he was going to dlfpatch him; I obiemc, iays the 
'Dogy that one of jour noble atehievements is the 
jdeftraOloB of the iimocent. Tou are welcome to the 
<enown, as you arealfo to thereward of it. As lor 
ane, I ftall prefcr the credit of having honeftly de- 
fended my naafter's fkropertyj to any rame you have 
4K^tred iff thus hcnoically invading Jit. 



I III* 



cxxxYii. Tii KiMG*FisHBtt and /i^^ Sparrow* 

AS a King-£fher was iltting beneath the {hade, 
upon the banks of a river, (he was furprifed on 
a fudden by the fluttering of a Sparrow that had 
eloped from the ne^bourii|g .town to viiit her. 
When the firft compliments were over, — " How is 
it poifiUe, faid the Sparrow, that a bird fo finely 
adorned can think of fpsnding ail her days in the very 
'depthof retirement I The golden plumage of your 
bread, the ihining azure of your pixuons, were never 
^iven you to be concealed, but to attraft the wonder 
of beholders. Why then fhould you not endeavour 
to know the .world, and be at the fame time yourfelf 
hoth .known and admired ?" Tou are very complai- 
fant at ieafl;, replied the King-fiflier^ to ccmdude that 
itiy being admired would be the confe^ncnce of my 
ibeing known. But it has fomettmes been my lo^ 
in the lonefome valleys that I frequent, .10 hear the 
jcomplaint of beauty that has been negle^d, and 
of worth that has been defpifed. Poffibly it does 
jdot always happen, that even fuperior . excellence is 
found to excite ^ukniration, or to obtain encourage- 
ment. 
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moot. I ha?e learned befits* oot to build my hap- 
pinefs upon the opiaion of others. To much as upon 
aty own conviction, and the approbation of mj own 
beart. Remember, I am a King-fiflicr ; thefe woods 
and ftreams are my delight ; and fo long as they are 
free from winds and tempefts, believe me, I am per- 
fectly content with my lituation. Why therefore 
fhould I court the noife and buftle of the world, 
which I find fo little agreeable to my native difpo- 
fition ? It may be the joy of a Sparrow to Indulge his 
cuiiofity^ and to difplay his eloquence : I, for my 
part, love fiience, privacy, and contemplation ; and 
think that every onp fliould confult the native bias of 
f his temper, before he chufes the way of life in whicli 
Kc expe£U to meet with happinefs. 



cxiLxviii. The Travellers and the Money-Bac. 

AS two men were travelling on the road, one 
of them efpied a Bag of Money lyipg on th« 
ground, and jHcking it up, I am in Ipck, faid lie, I 
have found a Bag of Money. Yes, replied the other ; 
though, methiriks, yQu ihould not fay /, but Jff^ip Jiare 
found it; for when two friends are travelling j toge- 
ther, they ought equally, to ihare in any ac(;Iciental , 
good fortune that may happen to atjtenci thcipi. No, 
replied the former, it i^ras I that found it, and I raiid 
infift upon keeping it. He ha4 ^o ifooner fpokcn the 
words, than they were alarmed with the Jiue ajid crv 
after a thief, who had tliat morning tafecn a pur/e 
upon the road. Lord, fays the finder, this is extreme- 
ly unfortunate, we (hall certainly be f«ized. Good 
Sir, replied the other, be pleafed not to tiy We\ biit /: 
As you would not allow me t^ flxare in tbcj prize, 
you have no right to make me a partner hi, the 
puniihment. 

X cJtxiix. The 
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cxxxix. JupXTBR and the Herdsman. 

AHerdfmari mifled a young Heifer out of lii« 
grounds, and, after having diligently fought 
for it in vain, when he could by no other means 
gain intelligence of it, betook himfelf at laft to his 
prayers. Great Jupiter, faid he, Ihew me but the 
villain who has done me this injury, and I will give 
thee in facrifice the fincft kid from my flock.^ He 
had no fooner uttered his petition, than turning the 
corner of a wood, he was ftruck with the fight of 
a monftrous Lion, preying on the carcafe of his Hei- 
fer. Trembling and pale, O Jupiter, cried he, I of- 
fered thee a Kid, if thou wouldft grant my petition : 
f noiBf offer thee a BuU, if thou wQt delivei' mc from 
the confequence of it* . 



riH^M 



cxL. Xbe Har^ aAd the ToRTOisfi*. 

A Hare' and a Tortoife agreed tor run a race of 
ifiye miles, and the Fox was to determine it i 
But the Hare, by her e:feo6ding fwiftaefl, fo vaffly 
out-ruii the Tortoife, that flie made foch % jeft of it, 
as to take a nap in a tuft of fern that, grew by the 
way,' thinking, that if the Tortoife went by, ihe couU 
eafijy overtake her : At laft the Tortoife came jogging, 
in, with a flow, but Continued motion ; and the Hare 
overfleepitig herlelf, the otheir arrived at the end «f 
the race firfL— 'T^^nduftry and application to bufinefs 
make ainen'ds foi the want of a ^^ick and ready wit : 
Hence, the. vl^ory is not always to^the ftront, iior 
the race to the' Iwift. We often fee men of wit and 
fire, as thgr ^c called, mere fots, flovens, and lazy 
fellows : Inev are e^enerally proud and conceited, 
ahd in' the niam not 10 iSt for eonverfaCion or bufineft* 
l^hd man' who would ^ain the efteem of others^ and 
^make his own fortune, muft purfue his conrfe witk-, 
qutloitwng. 

WLI. Thg 
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txLi. . The Horse and the Ass* 

AHorfe adorned with warlike accoutrements, came 
thundering and neighing along the way, where 
he overtook an Aft with, a heavy burthen, moving 
ilowly on ; he immediately in a haughty, imperious 
tone, threatened x.o trample him in the dirt, if he did 
not break the vay for hiin '• The poor Afs quietly got 
out of his way, and let him pafs by. Soon after, the 
Horfe, in an engagement with the enemy, loft one of 
his eyes, which rendering him unfit for Qtew, or any 
ftnilitary bufincfs, he was ftrippcd of his ornaments, 
and fold to, a- Carrier : The Afs meeting him in this 
forlorn copdition, Hey, Friend, fays he, is it you ? 
Well, I always thought that Pride of yours would 
one diay.havca fall.— Pride is a mpft unaccountable 
"vice » many are led into it by motives, which, did 
they rightly confider, would make them abhor ic. 
Whoever thinks wtHfof himfelf, dtffires others fhotild 
do fo too : It is an affeft^tion of appearing co'nfidcr- 
abl e, that makes men proud and infolcnt ; and their 
bekng fo, infallibly renders them little and incon-' 
fiderablc. 



"•i*" 



CXLll. PROMBTHEtJd. 

4 

PROMETHEUS formed Man,^f. the.fineft clay^ 
and animated his work with' a^ tb^ fapulties that 
are to be found amongfk the animl cc^ti^n,; He gave 
him the courage of the Lion, tixe J^tiAty of the Fox, 
the providence of the Ant,- and -the induftry of the 
Bee \ arid he enabled him, by the/ fuperi/^ri^y of hi^ 
underftandiftg, to fubdue them all, and tf> ma^j^ them 
fubfervient to his ufe and pleafure ;.J[-)[e <$i^qyj^red.t9 
bim the metals hidden ia the bov^ls of the j^ai*th,[and 
fliewed him their feveral ufes : He inftruAed. iijm in 
every thing that might tend to cultivate and civilize 
human Ii£&c He taught him to till the ground, and to 

I % improve 
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improve the fertility of nature; to build houfes^ to 
cover himfelf with garments, and to defendhimfelf 
2gamft the inclemencies of the air and fcafons ; to 
compound medicines of falutary herbs, to heal wounds^ 
and to cure difeafes ; to conftru£k fbips, to crofs the 
icas, and to communicate to every country the riches 
of all. In a vord, he endowed him with fenf^.and 
memory, with fagacity and invention, with art and 
fcience ^ and to crown all, he gave him an infight into 
futurity. But, alas ! this latter gift, inftead of im* 
proving, wholly deftroyed the proper cScd of all the 
iormer. Eurniflied with all the means an<i inftru- 
rncnts orhappincfs. Mail neverthelels was mifcrable; 
through the knowledge and dread of future evil, he 
was incapable of enjoying prefent good. Prcmetheus 
iaw, and immediately refolved to remedy this incon- 
venience : He dfcftually reftored man to. a capacity of 
h<ippinefs, by depriving him of prefcience^ axvi giving 
liini lloye in its Head. 



CXLin, The BoT afiJ tie.Vlzr*rLK. 

_ * 

A Little Boy, playing in the fields, chanced to 
TjL ^^ ^^fig by a Nenlc, and came crying to his 
fr.ther : He told him, he had been hurt by that niifty 
wcrcd fever al times before ; that he was always afraid 
of it ; and that now he did bat juft touch it, as light- 
ly aspoflible, when he was fb feverely flung. Child, 
fays h^, yoO^ tottching it fo gently and timorouily is 
the very reafoi^ of its hurting you. A Nettle may be 
handled fifely, if you do it Whh courage and leiolu- 
*>on: If }^ ielze it boldly, and grip it faft, depend 
upon It, it' will never fting you : yind you will meet 
wiph many ^rts of perfons, as well as things in the 
woHd, wkich ougbt to be treated in the very fame 
manner. 

CZLIT. Tit 
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. cxuv. JupiTE»V Lottery. 

J'UPITEK., in order to plcafc mafikind, dircAed 
Mercury to give notice, that he had eftabliihed a 
liOttery, in which there were no Blanks \ and attiongft 
a variety of other vahiable chances, WiiUom was the 
higheft prize. It was Jupiter's command, that in this 
Lottery fome of the Gods {honld alio become Adven* 
tnrers* The Tickets being difpofed of, and the wheels 
placed. Mercury was employed to prefide at the draw* 
ing. It happened tliat the beft prize fell to Minerra : 
Upon which a general mnrmur ran through the afiem* 
bly, and hints were thrown out that Jupiter had uied 
fome unfair practices to fecure this defir^ble lot to his 
daughteri Jupiter, that he might at once both punifh 
■and filence th^efe impious clamours of the human race^, 
prefented them with Folly in the piace.of Wifdom ; 
with which they went away perfeAly well fatisfied i 
And from, that time the greateft Fools have always 
looked upon themfdvcs a» the wifeft Men. 



cxi*T« Z3& Ass 'm tii Lio»!^j Ssi^k^ 

AN Ais put on the Skin of a lAon, and going 
into the woods and paftures, he put the flocks 
and herds into a fad confternation r At laft, meeting 
his owner, he would have frighted him alfo $ but 
prefently knowing him by his long ears^ he withal 
good cudgel made hkn fenfible he was ftill an Afs, 
though dreffed in a Lion*s Skin.— AH affeftation^ 
tends to^ expofe and make man ridiculotfar^ To afiume 
any charader, to which the perfon is not equal, is ex-> 
treme folly; therefore, he who puts on a fhew of 
Learning, of Religion, of any Virtue or Knowledge^ 
to which he Jxzs no claim, b, and ever t?iU be efteem^ 

td| jtif Aff in ti lA^ris SUn, 

~ » " 

I i CXluVti Tie 



Ir 



iwa a ELECT 1X0 R At • r 

CXLV1. The MuiHUOOM imd thr Aco&n. 

r /% N Acorn fell from the top of an old veneralje 
jtiL ^^^9 ^^ on the h^ of a Mnfhroom that ntk^ 
happily fprung up beneath it. Wounded by the blow, 
the Mufhroom compiained of the inctvilit)^ Imper<- 
linent npiVart, replied the Acorn, why didft thou, wkh 
familiar boldnefs, -approach fo near thy fiiperiors? 
Shall the wretched ofispring of a dunghill prefume to 
raifo its head upon a fpot ennobled by my anceftor for 
(o many goierations ? I do not mean^ returned the 
Mufhroom, to difpute the honour of thy birth, or to 
put my own in competition with it* On the con- 
trary, I muft acknowledge, that I hardly know from 
whence I fprung : But fure it is merit, and ^ot mere 
anceftry, that obtains the regard of thofe, wfaoia ap- 
probation is truly valuable. I have little perhaps to 
boaft, but furely thou who haft thus infulted me, canft 
haye no pretence to any. I pleafe the palates of man- 
kind, and give a poignant flavour to their ^oft ele* 
gant entertainments ; while thou^ with all thj boafted 
aficeftry, art only fit to fatten hogs upon. 



i^A 



cxLVii. The Tninf and tie Doe. 

A Thief attempting to rob a houfe^ was difturW 
by the barking of a vigilant Dog) the Thief 
thought to ftop his mouth with a piece of br6ad» but 
the Dog with indignation refufed it, telling him, that 
i$ he was introfted with the care of bis mafter's houfe» 
he would not ceafe barking while fuch a rogue wa« 
lurking about it.«r<-*— It is a known maxim to fufpeft 
an enemy the more for his endeavouring to convince 
us of his friendihip or benevolence ', and we ought to 
be upon our watch againft indifferent people, when. 
they are uncoxximonly forward iu their civUitjr and 
kindnefs. 

CZLYin. T60 
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CXLTIII. ^€ Owl uni the NiGHTiNCALB. 

A Formal, folcmn Owl had many years made his 
jr\^ habitation in a grove amongft the ruins of aa 
old monaftery, and had pored fo often on foroe moul- 
dy manufcriptSi the ftupid relicks of a monkifh li- 
brary, that he grew infeAed with the pride and pe- 
dantry of the place ; and miftaking gravity for wifdom^ 
would fit whole days with his eyes half Ihut, fanqrii^g 
himielf profoundly learned. It happened as he fat 
one evening, halt buried in meditation and half in 
fleep, that a Nightingale, unluckily perching neai^ 
him, began her melodious lays. He frarted from his 
reverie^ and with a horrid fcreech interrupted her 
fong :-»Begone, cried he, thou impertinent minftrel^ 
nor diftraA with noify diflbnance my fublime eon- 
tfixnplations \ and knowj^ vain fongfler^ that Harmnny 
confifts in truth alone, which is gained by laborious 
ftudy s and not in languifhing-n^es, fit ^ly tetoothe 
the ear of a love-fick maid. Conceited pedant* re- 
turned the Nightingale, whofe wifdom lies only in the 
feathers that muffle up thy unmeaning face ; mufic it 
a natural and rational enteilaiament ; and, thougb 
not adapted to the ears of an Owl, has evte been re- 
liflied and admired by the beft formed mihdsa 
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cztix. Tie Shebp-biter. 

• .* 

A Shepherd had a Dog, on whofe fidelity he fo 
n>uch relied, as, in. his abfence, to commit the 
care of his flock to his charge; and to encourage the 
Pog in his duty, he fed him with curds and whey* and 
cthei* good things : But no ibonor was the Shepherd's 
back turned, than the treacherous Cur fell to devoiu:- 
ing the Sheep* inftead of guarding and defending* 
them. The Shepherd hearing of this^ refolved to 

bang him s and wl^en the rope was about his neck, 

fays 
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fays the Dog, why arc you fo cruel to me, your i*er- 
irant, who have only committed one or two crimes, 
and do not rather execute the Wolf, who is an open, 
declared enemy? Nay, fays the Shepherd, for that 
very feafon you ten t^mes more deferve death ; becaufe 
I knew his enmity, and could have guarded againft 
him, — but you I depended on as a faithful 'fervant» 
and fed you accordingiy, fo that your treachery is the 
more notorious, and your ingratitude the more un* 
pardonable. No injuries are fo bitter and inex* 

cufable as what we receive from thofe we trufted an4 
confided in as Friends or Servants : An open enemy 
may overpower and deftroy u^^ but that is no iurprize, 
becaufe we expected it ; nor can it give us fo much 
uneafinefs, as to be wronged by the falfenefs of a 
Friend or Servant. 



CX^ Tie WoopcocK ami tie Millaed. 

A Woodcock and a MaQard were feeding together 
in (bme marfhy ground at the tail of a mill- 
pond. Lard, iays the fqueamilh Woodcock, in what 
a voracious and beaftly manner do you devour all that 
comes before you f ^feither fnail, frog, toad, nor any 
kind of filth, can efcape the fury of your enormous 
appetite. AH idiike goes down, without nfteafure and- 
without diftinAion. What an odious vice is gluttony ! 

Good lack! replied the Mallard, pray h6wcame 
you to be my accnfer ? And whence has your exceffive 
delicacy a right to cenfure my plain eatiag ? Is it a 
crime to fill one's belly f Or is it not indeed a virtue 
rather, to be pleafed with the food which Nature 6ifers 
us ? Surely I would fooner be charged with gluttony, 
than with that finical and fickly appetite, on which 
you aie pleafed to ground your fuperiority of tafte. 
What a filly vice is damtinefs ! . 

Thus endeavouring to palliate their reQ>eAive pall 
ons^ our* Spictires parted ' with mutual contempt t^ 

The 
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The Mallard hafting to devour feme garbage, which 
was in reality a bait, immediately gorged a hook 
through mere greedinefs and ovCTfightj while the 
Woodcock, flying through a glade, im order to feck 
his favourite juices, was entangled in a net, fpread 
acrofs it for that purpofe : Falling each of them a 
iacrifice to their different, but equal, foibles. 



i**«« 



cLi. iEsoF mt Plat. 

AN Athenian finding JEfop at play with fomc 
B5ys, began to jeer and laugh at hfan for it ; 
the old Fellow, though a wag hlmielf, not liking to 
be thus ridiculed, took a bow unftrung, and l^yine it 
on the ground, alked the Athenian philofopher, izhe 
could tell what the unftrained bow implies? The 
Man after racking his brains, and fcratchinff bis pate, 
coiifefled he did not know. Why, fays JEfop, laugh- 
ing, a bow always bent will foon break } but let it go 

llack. It will be better for ufe when wanted. The 

mind of man, in this.refpeft, is like a bow 5 for if it 
be always intent on tiuiinels, it will eithei' break and 
be good for nothing, o^* lofe that fpring and energy 
which are neceffary for one who would appear to 
advantage. 



ctii. The BuoTHER and Sister. 

* 

A Man had two children, a Son and a Daughter, 
the Boy beautiful, but not the Girl ; They 
played one day near the looking-gtafs, and the Boy* 
viewing himfelf therein, took notice to the Girl bow 
handfome he was ;. which flie taking as an affront to 
her, immediately went to her Father to complaui of 
her Brother for looking in the glafs^ which only be« 
longed to women. The Father, ^embracing them with 
much tendemefs, told them he Ihould like if they 
both looked in the glafs every day ; to the intent,. fay» 
he to the Bisff, that if you think your face-handpMtie, 

you 
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fon may not difgrace and ipoil it by an ill temper and 
behaviour; and that you, ipeaking to the Girl, may 
make np any defers of your perfon, by the fweetnefk 
of your manners and convcriation. ■ - T his Fable 
teaches a doArin^ worthy of every ftage and degree 
of life) from the child to the old man. - Let ^ch of 
us take a glafs and -view ourielves. The vain and 
iclf-GOOceiced vilL find beauties in every feature^ an4 
ji fhape without fault. Be it fo^ yet to l)e compleat, 
he muft be careful that the inward man does not dif^ 
grace the outwards that ill. manners^ and a bad b^- 
haviour^ do not render hti perfon odious and deteii- 
able. 
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CLiiK The EaglEi the Cat, and the Sow. - • 

A N Eagle had her neft on the top of aft old 
/\. «3ak, a Wild-Cat inhatlted a hole in the fnid- 
die, and a Sot^ with a UtteV of pigs lived in the hol- 
low part at the bottom ; and all three might have long 
continued a happy neighbourhood, had it not been 
for the Cat, who was fct upon mifchief. She crept to 
the Eagle, and told h^er, the filthy Sow. intended to 
grub up t&e tree,*iri order to come*at her young ones. 
She then vifited the Sow, and perfuaded her not to go' 
abroad that day, for flic o v e r hea r d the Eagle tell her* 
young ones, tbU ibe would fbon treat thexa ^ith a 
pigi though perhaps ihe may firft take up with a 
kitten $ jib I nittft take care of mine. The Cat, thus 
deeming under great concei^i^ made fuch im^effions 
efk the Eagle and the Sow, that neither daring to 
ventureabceod,.theyoung ones were all ftarved^ and 
iDitde prize, of: by the. treacherous Cat and her. 
Kittens. 

This ihews the ill confequence of giving ear to a 
double-tongued neighbour:; the mifciiiefs thereby a- 
i^fing are innumerable ; many fociable, well-dxfpofed 
£uni)ies have been fet at variance and enmity by fuch 

CLiv. Tte 
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CLIV. 7he WANTON CaLF. 

A Wanton Calf infultcd an Ox at the plow. 
Says he, What a fony drudge and dull flave are 
jou ? Whereas I lead a happj life, go where I pleafe, 
and can quench mj thirft in a fweet brook at plea- 
fure ; when vou muft periih for 'want of a little dirty 
water to refre£h you. The Ox unmoved^ continued 
his work, and at night was unyoked. Soon after 
which he faw the<:aU led to be facrifiedj Oh i fays 
the Ox, *^ Behold the end of your infolence and arro- 
gance ; now who£b condition is beft, yours or mine." 

To infult people in diftrefs, is cruel and extrecpel/ 
imprudenf ; for as Fortune is very uncertain, we may 
the next tur-n of the wheel be thrown down to their 
condition, and they exalted to ours* 



CLV. TChe OLD Lion. 

AN old Lion, in the ftniggles of death, was ob- 
ferved by feveral other beafts, who then thought 
to avenge themfelves ; the Boar drove at him with 
his tuiks ; the Bull gored him with his horns ; and 
iCven an Afs came, and threw his heels in the Lion's 
face : Upon which, the expiring Tyrant faid, Alas ! 
how grievous is it, to fufier infults from the brave and 
valiant \ but to be defpifed by an h% is the difgrace 
of nature, and worfe than ten tboufand deaths I 

He that would be reverenced and refpefied, muft 
have fome fort of merit to deferve it \ for few will pay 
deference and efteem for nothing. 
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I. The Shepherd md tht PniLosprHEit. 

jr% EMOTE from citifis liv'd s Swain, 
t\^ Unvex'd wijth all tiM ctares of gain* 
His head was filveifd o'er witli age« 
And long experieivce made bim i^ge i 
In iummer's heat, and winter'a cpld» 
He fed his flock, and.peo'd the fold ^ 
His hours in chtarful labour fiawy 
Nor envy — nor ambition knfiw ;. 
His wifdom and^his honeft faiae# 
Through alLthe tooimry rais'd his name. 

A deep Philofopher (whofe rules 
Of moral life wgre drawn from fchools) 
The Shepherd's homely cotugie fought, 
Jind thus «xplor'd his reach of thought :-«-« 

K '• Wlierxc 
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Whence is thy learning i Hath thy toil 
0*er books confum'd the midnight oil ? , * 
Hafl thou old Greece and Rome furvey'd> 
And the vaft fenfe of Plato weigh'd ? 
Has Socrates thy foul rcfin'd? , 
And haft thou fathom'd Tuliy's mind ? 
Or, like the wife Ulyffcs, .thrown. 
By various fates on realms unknown. 
Haft thou through many cities ftray'd. 
Their cuftoms, laws, and manners weigh'd ? 

The Shepherd modeftly rcplyjd, 
I ne'er the paths of learning try'd ; 
Nor have I roam'd in foreign parts. 
To read mankind, their laws and arts } 
For man is prafids'd in difguife. 
He cheats the moft difceming eyes : 
Who by that fearch {hall wifer grow. 
When we ourfelves can never know i 
The little knowledge I have gain*d, . . 
Was all from iimpler Nature drain'd ; 
Hence my life's -maxims took their rife» 
Hence grew my fettled hate to vicet 

The daily labours of the Bee 
Awake my foul. to iaduftry. 
Who can obferv^ tha careful Ant, 
And not provide for future want? 
My Dog (the trqftieft of his kmi) 
With gratitude inflames my mind: 
I mark his true, his faithful way. 
And in my fervice copy Tray. 
In conftancy, and nuptial love, 
I learn my duty from the Dove. 
The Hen, who from the chilly air 
With pio^s wing protects her care; 
And ev*ry fowl that flies at large 
Inftrudls me in a parent'« charge. 

From Nature too I take my rule, 
To fhun contempt and ridicule. 
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I never with ^ important air, , 

In converfittion overbear ; 

Can grav^ and formal, pafs for wift,' 

When men the folemn Owl dcfpife ? 

My tongue within my lips I rein, 

For who talks much muft talk in Tain : 

We from the wordy torrent fly. 

Who liftens to the chattering Pye ? 

Nor would I with felonious flight 

By ftealth invade my neighbour's right i 

Rapacious animals we hate : 

Kites, Hawks,' and Wolves deferve their fate. 

Do not we juft abhorrence flhd 

Againft the Toad and Strpent kind? 

But envy, calumny, and fpite. 

Bear ftronger venom in their bite. 

Thus every objeft of creation 

Can furnifh hints to contemplation; 

And from the moft minute and mean, 

A virtuous mind can morals glean. 

Thy fame is juft, the Sage, replies, 
Thy virtue proves thee truly wife 9 
Pride often guides the Author's pen. 
Books as aflc^led are as Men; 
But he who ftudies Nature's laws,' 
From certain Truth his maxims draws ; 
And thofe, without our Schools, fuffice 
To make Mcnmoral^ good, and wife« 
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ACCEPTi voang Prince, the moral lay. 
And an thefe Tales mankind ferveyi 
With earlj Virtuc5 plant your breaftj 
The ipecious arts of Vice detcft. 

Princes, 19s:e beauties, from their yodtii, 
Are ftrangers to the Toice of truth ; . 
Learn to contemn all pratfe betimes. 
For flattery^s the nmfe of crimes : 
Fricndfliip by fweet rcpioof is Aio^m> 
(A virtue never near a throne)} 
In courts fiich freedom muft offi^nd. 
There none prefumes to be a friend^ 
To thofe of your exaked ftation 
Each courtier is a dedication \ 
Muft I too flatter like the reft. 
And turn my morals to a jeft ? 
The Mufc difdains to ftcal from thoTe 
Who thrive in courts by fulfome profe. 

But fhall I hide your real praife^ 
Or tell you what a nation fays ? 
They in yBur infant bofom trace 
The virtues of your royal race; 
In the fail' dawning of your mind 
Difcern you gen'rous, mild, and kind; 
They fee you grieve to hear diftrefs. 
And pant already to redrefs. 
Go on, the height of good attain^ 
Nor let a nation hope in vain : 
For hence we juftly may prefage 
The virtues of a riper age. 
True courage fliall your bofom fire. 
And future actions own your fire. 
Cowards are cruel \ but' the brave 
Love mercy, and delight to favc. 
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A Tiger, roamtns; for his prcf. 
Sprung on a TravTcr In the way; 
Tho proftrtte game a Lion fpies^ 
And on the gxvedjr tjmmt iSict : 
With mingled roar refounds the wood. 
Their teeth, their daws tiiftil with bloody. 
Till, vanquiAi'd by the Lion's ftrength. 
The rpotted foe extends his length. 
The Man beTought the fhaggy lord. 
And on his knees for life unplor^d!- • 
Hu life the genVous hero gave. 
Together waUdng to his cave. 
The JLioB thus ^fpoke hb gueftr—* 

What hardy beaft fhall dare conteifr 
My matchlefs ftrength I Tou faw the figkt^, 
And muft atteft my poVr and right. 
Forc'd to forego their native home. 
My ftarving flaves at diftance roam. 
Within thcfe woods I reign alone. 
The boundleis forcft is my ownv 
Bears, Wolves, and all the favage brood. 
Have dy'd the. regal 4e& with UQod \ 
Thefe carcafts on either hand, 
Thofe bones that whiten all the land} 
My former deeds and triomphs tell. 
Beneath thefe jaws what numbers fell. 

True, fays the Man, the ftrength I faw^ 
Might well the brutal nation awe; 
But fhall a monarch, brave like you. 
Place glory in {q felfe a view ? 
Robbers invade their neighbours right. 
Be lov'd. Let juftico bound your might. 
Mean are ambitious heroes boafts 
Oi wafted lands and flaughter'd hafts ; 
Pirates their poWr by murders gain. 
Wife kings by love and mercy reign \ 
To mo your clemency hath fhown 
The virtue worthy of a throne; 

K 3 Reav*ni> 
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Heaven gives you pow'r above the reft. 
Like Heav'n, to faccour the diftreft. 

The cafe is plain, the monarch faid, 
Falfe glory hath ipy youth miiled ; 
For beafls «f prey, a fervil^ train. 
Have been the flatt'rers of my reign^ 
You reafon well. Yet tell me,, friend. 
Did ever you in courts attend ? 
For all my fawning rogues agree, 
I'hat human heroes rule like me. 



I 

I 



III. Th^ Spaniel and the Cameleon. 

A Spaniel, bred with all the care 
/T^ That waits upon a favoi^ke heir; 

Ne'er felt correftion's rigid hand. 

Indulged to difobcy command j 

In pamper'd eafe his hours were ipent. 

He never, knew 'what learning meant ; 

Such forward airs, fo pert, fo fmart. 

Were fure to win his lady's heart. 

Each little mifchief gain'd him praifc; 

How pretty. were his fawning way$! 

. f-he wind was fouth, the morning fair. 

He ventures forth to take the airj 

Me ranges all the meadow romid, 

And rolls upon the fofteft ground ; 

When near him a Cameleon feen ^ 

Was fcarce diftinguiflx'd from the green^ 
Dear emblem of the flatt'ring hoft, 

What, live with clowns, a genius loft ! 

To cities and the court repair, 

A fortune cannot, fail thee there j. 

Preferment fliall thy talents crown i 

Believe me, ffiend, I know the towiu 
Sir, fays tKe fycophant, like you. 

Of old, politer life I knew ; 

Like you, a courtier born and bred, 

Kings lean'd their ear to^ il^hat I faid ; 

My 
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My whifper always iiiet^fiiccefs, - 
The ladie$ prais'd me for a^dc^s; 
I knew to hit eash courtier's paflioii. 
And flattered eveiy vice in i&mion. 
But Jove, who hates the liar's ^ys. 
At once tut Ihort my profp'roiia days^ 
And, fcntenc'd to retain my nature^.; 
Transformed 'me to this crawling creature | 
Doom'd to » life obfcure and mcan^ 
I warider'in the fylvan fcene. 
For Jove the heart alone regards^ 
He punifhes what man rewards. 
How diflfrent is thy .cafe with mine! 
With men at leaft you {up and dine; 
While I, condemn'd to thinneft fare^ 
Like thofe I flatter'ds feed on air.. 



■^ 
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IV. The, MoTHEU, ihe NursBj and the Fairt* 

GIVE me a Son! The Ucffing fent, 
Were ^er parents more content ? 
How partial arc their doating eyes ! 
No child is half lo fair and wife. 

Wak'd -to *the morning's pleafing ' care. 
The Mother rofe, and fought her heir 5* 
She faw the Nurfc like one poflcft. 
With wringing hands and fobbing breaft. 

Sure fome «difafter has befel ; 
Speaky Nurfe ; I • hope the boy is well ? 

Dear Madam, ^hink not me to blame, 
Invifible the Fairy came, 
Your precious babe is henc6 conveyed. 
And in the plae<^ a changeling laid ; 
Where are the father's mouth and nofc. 
The mothel^'s eyes as black as floes ? 
See here, a {hooking aukward creature, ' 
That fpcaks a foot in every feature. * * 
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The woman's Uindy the Mother cridf, 
I fee wit fparkle in Mi ejes. 
Lord! Madanii what a fquintinf teert 
No doubt the Faiiry hadi been here. 

Juft as fho ftoke, a pigmy Sprite 
Peps through the kcy^hiAt, fwift as jiig^:, 
Perch'd on tho irM^$ top he ftandsj 
And thus her felly reprimands:-—. 
. Whence fpnmg the visiin» conceited lie. 
That we the world with fools fupply? 
What t give our iprightlj race away. 
For the dull,^ hdpleft fons of clay ? 
Befides, by partial fondnefs fliown. 
Like you, we doat, upon bur own. 
Where yet wos ever found a xnother, 
Who'd give her booby for another? 
And" ihottld we change with human breeds 
WeD might we pafi tor £>ols indeed. 



V. Tie EAdLS and tie Assem^lt {f AkimaLs. 

AS Jupiter's atUieeing eye 
. Surveyed the worlds beneath the fty. 
From this unall fpeck of earth were iJeat 
Murmurs and founds ^f dSTcpntcnt % 
For every thing alive complained 
That he tho hardcil life fufiain'd. 

Jove calk his Eagle. At th^ word. 
Before him Aands tibe royal bird. 
The bird, obedient> from heaven's height 
Downward dirc^ his rapi^ flight} ^ 
Then cited every living t^ngs 
To hear the n^amdates of l^s king. 

Ungrateful creatines, whence arife 
Thefe murmurs which offend the ikies 2 
Why this diiorder? i^y the caufe^ 
For juft are Joi;e'$ eterwl laws : 
Let each his difcontent reveal i 
To yba four Dog I firft appeal. 

Hard 



Hard k my lot^ the Hcmad rq>Ufs: 
On what fleet ner^s the Greyhound flics^ 
While I irtth weary ftep and UriW, 
O^er plaitts^ and talks, «d motintains go ; 
The morning feet my chace %iegiRi« 
Nor ends it till tike fetting fun. 

When (faya the Greyhcnint!) I ^^urifee. 
My gamo is foft or caught in view. 
Beyond my fight the prey*« ftcure : 
The Hound is flow^ but always fare; 
^d had I his (^gacious fcent, 
Jove ne'er had heard my discontent. 

The Lt6tt erav'd the Fox's art. 
The Fox the Lion's ferce and heart) 
The Cock implor'd the^Kgeorfs flk^t, 
Whofe wingsVi»ere i^ipid, ftroxxgj ahd fidit % 
The Pigeon ftrength 6f wing de(]pi4*d. 
And the Cock's matchlefi v^Our piisfc'dw 
The Fiihes wifli'd to g^aze the plain. 
The beafts to flkim beneath the mafaa.^ 
ThuSi envious of another's Ibite, 
Each blam'd the partial hand of Fate. 

The Bird of Heav'n Jhen cffd sdottd, 
Jove bids dSiperfe the murm'ring crewdj 
The God rcjefts y#«r idle prayers; 
Would ^Ci rebdlioiis mutineers. 
Entirely change yonr name and nature,. 
And be the very envy'd creature; 
What, filent all, and none confehtl 
Be happy theni aokd learn content \ 
Nor imitate the reftlefs mind, 
And proud ambition of 
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VI. The Wild Boar and ihe Ram.' 

4 GAINST an elm a iheep was ty'A^ \ 
The butcher's knife in Ueod \nui.dy'4 1 
. patient flock, m iilent fright. 
From far beheld the horrid fi^t ; 
A favage Boar, who ^ near them flood. 
Thus mock'd to fcorn the fleecy brood :«^ 

AU cowards fhould be ferv*d Uke you: 
See, fee, your mord'rer is in view \ . 
With purple liands, and reeking knife^ 
He flrips the ikin yet warm with ii£e : 
Tour quarter 'cf fires, your bleeding dams^ 
The dying bleat of ,harmleis lambs^ 
Call for revenge. O flupid race! 
The heart that wants revenge is bafe* 

I grant) an ancient Ram replies, , 
We bear no terror in ouif eyes j , . 
Yet think us not of foul fo tan^e,' 
Which no repeated wrongs' inflame, 
Infenfible of every ill, 
Becaufe we want thy tufks to kill. 
Know, thofe who violence purfue 
Give to themfelves the vengeance due \ 
For in th^fe maflacres they fixvi 
The two chief plagues that wade mankind. 
Our fkin fupplies the wrangling bar, 
It wakes their flumbVing fons to war : 
And well revenge may reft contented. 
Since drums and parchment were invented* 



VII. The Miser, and P l u T u s. 

THE wind was high, — the window fhakes. 
With fuddcn ftart the Mifer wakes; 
Along the fllent room he flalks, 
Looks back, and trembles as he walks; 
Each lock and every bolt he tries. 
In every creek and corner pries ; 
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Th«n opes jtke chcft with trciifurc ftor^d, 
And ftands in rapture o'er his hoard. • 
But now with fuddcn qualms pofleft^ 
He wrings his handsj hr beats his breaft; 
By confcience ftung, hi: wildly ftares. 
And thus hi^ guilty foul declares :— - ' - 

Had the deep earth her ftores confin'd. 
This heart had known fweet peace of moid. - . ^ 
But virtue's fold. Good Gods what price 
Can rccoxnpence the pangs of vice r 
O bane of ^ood! feducing cheat! - 
Can maui weak man, thy pow'r defeat? 
Gold baniih'd honour from the mindj 
An4 only left the name bdiind : 
Gold fow'd the world ii^ith every ill} 
Gold taught the murd'rcr's fword to kill} 
'Twas Gold inftrufted coward heartSj ' 
In treach'ry's more petniciotts arts. 
Who can recount the mifehiefs o'er? ~ 
Virtue refides Qn earth.no more!. 
He (poke^ and figh'd. In angry mood> t 
Plutus^ his God^ before him ftood : ' 
The Mifer trembling lock'd his cheft^ 
The Vifion frown'd, and thus addrelt'd:<— 

Whence is this vile, - ungratefbl rant ? 
Each fordid rafcal's daily cant : 
Did I9 bafe wretch, corrupt mankind? 
The fault's in thy rapacious mind. 
Becaufe my bleffings are abus'd, 
Muft I be cenfur'd, curs'd, accused ? 
Ey'n virtue's ielf by knaves is made 
A cloak to carry on the trade ; 
And pov'r, when lodg'd in their pofleffiOD^ 
Grows tyranny, and rank oppreflion. 
Thus when the villain crams his chcft^ 
Gold is the canker of the breaft: 
Tis av'rice, infolence, and pridci 
And ev'ry . ihocking vice befidc. 

But 



But when to iristttCMift haiid^ 'ii$ givoi^ 
It blefies, like Ar 4«r» of hmTea; 
Like heaven, it ktf^ tke 4tybaii*s crkf^ 
And wipes ,tbe W^f% fsQm ^ridowji cye«« 
Their crimes pA QoU ftgU Mifers hj^ 
Who pawn'd their ftMgcUd fcmls.far im f' 
Let hravom |||f^» wkm bk)iod is ^]b». 
Upbraid tbe piKlSie iww4 witk 
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- # 

A Lion, tiip^d with ftal« aflUrf » 

/-\ Quite fickwifh pomp* and won widiiiaics^ 
Reiolv'd {rtmm ffWk moUk Md ftxjfe) 
In .peace fo faCi hw tottier life. 
It was procl4ii'dfT«-t|ir day iw ieft^ 
Behold the gen'r^.^QwaeU aiet. 
The Fox was jnomoj mwf4m The fivovd / 
To the new regem bvnaUy hMr'dft 
WoItos, Be^Di, and imghiT Tigera Wad^ 
And ftrive whQ moh ^all <c0AdeicMd» 
He ftrtBght gfhmts a fekfon grace^ 
Colleds JO^ wUifim in hin ftcej 
The crowd, adaeilo bis wt$ Im ftoCb,. 
Each word hath wei^ aod conieqiicMt i 
The fiatfrer .»tt his ait diTphys; 
He who hath p^wV is fiiri^ of praifiu 
A ¥0% ftept forth b^are the fcft. 
And thus the fervid (h^i^ ad^t'eA:*-' 

How vaft his laieiiits, horH to mlr. 
And trained in VifHie's^hon^ft ic^oal! 
What deiDfnqr bis temper Ifi^aysil . .. 
How uncorrupl; are all his 11^319 ! 
Beneath hi$ c^i^aiEk and command 
Rapine flxall ceafe to wafte the hod a 
His brain hath &fg^$f^m an^ art, 
Pmdence and mercy nnle hi$ hearts 
Wbat bleifings muft attend the nation^ 
Ifoder this good adminiftration ! 

He 
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He faid. A Goofe^ .who dsftant ftood, 
HannguM apsgrt the cackling brood. 

Whene'er I hear a knave commend. 
He bids mc fliun his worthy friend. 
What praife ! what nvghty commendation ! 
But 'twas a Fox who fpoke th' oration. 
Foxes this .government njay prizc^ 
As gentle, plentiful, and wifcj 
If they ci\ioy tKefe fweets, 'tis plain. 
We Gecfc muft feel a tyrant reign. 
What havock now fhall thin our race^ 
When every petty clerk in place, v 

To prove his taftc, and fecm polite, 
Will feed on Geefe both noon and night. 



• IX. The Ladt and the Wasp. 

WHAT whifpers muft the Beauty bear ! 
What hourly nonfenfc haunts her ear ! 
Where'er her eyes difpenfe their charms^ 
Impertinence around her f warms. 
Did not the tender nonicnfe ftrike, 
Contemot and fcorn might look didrke. 
Forbidding afrs might thin the place ; 
The flighteft flap a fly can chace; 
Bi>t who can drive the numVous breed ? / 
Chace one, another will fucceed. 
Who knows a fool, muft know his brother ; 
One fop will recommend another ; 
And with this plague (he's rightly curs'd, 
Bccaufc fhc'liften'd to the firft. 

As Dori% at her toilette's duty. 
Sat meditating on her beauty, 
She now was penfive, now was gay, 
And loU'd the fultry hours away. 

As thus in indolence fhe lies, 
A giddy Wafp around her flie^, 

^ -He 
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He now advances, now retires. 
Now to her neck and cheek afpires ; 
Her fan in vain defends her charms^ 
Swift he returns, again alarms ; 
For by rcpulfe he bolder grew, 
Perch'd on her lip, and fipt the dew. 

She frowns, flie frets. Good God, (he cries, 
Proteft me from thefe tcazing flics ! 
Of all the plagues that Heav'n hath fent^ 
A Wafp is moft impertinent. 

The hoVring infeft thus complained : 
Ami then flighted, fcorn*d, difdain'd ? 
Can fuch offence your anger wake? 
* Twas beauty caused the bold miflake. 
Thofe cherry lips that breathe perfume. 
That cheek fo ripe with youthful bloom. 
Made me with ftrong defire purfuc 
The faireft peach that ever grew. 

Strike him not, Jenny, Doris cries j 
Nor murder Wafps, like vulgar flies. 
For tho' he*s free, (to do. him right) 
The creature's civil and polite, 
. In extafles away he pofls, 
Where'er he came the favour boa|ts ; 
Jirags how her fweeteft tea he fips. 
And fliews the fugar on his lips. 

The hint alarm'd the forward crew; 
Sure of fuccefs, away they flew : 
'i hey fliare the dainties of the day, 
Round her with mufic airy play; 
And now they flutter, now they rcfl:, 
Now foar again, and fl&im her breaft. 
Nor were they banifli'd, 'till ftic fotmd 
That Wafps ha^ fl:ings> and felt the^wound. 
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. X, The Bull and the Mastiff. 

SEEK you to train your favourite boy? . 
Each caution, cv'ry care employ \ * 

And 'ere you venture to confide. 

Let his preceptor's heart be try'd; 

Weigh well his manners, life, and fcopc, 

On thefe depend thy future hope- 
As on a time, in peaceful reign^ 

A Bull enjoy'd the fiow'ry plain, 

A Maftiff pafs'd j inflam'd with ire. 

His eye-balls fliot Indignant fire ; 

He foam*d, he rag*d with thirft of blood ; 
Spurning the ground the monarch flood. 

And roar'd aloud : Sufpend the fight ! 

In a whole ikin go flcep to-night ; 

Or tell me, 'ere the battle rage, 

"What wrongs provoke thee to engage ? 

Is it ambition fires thy brcaft. 

Or avarice, that ne'er can reft ? 

From thefe alone unjuftiy fprings 

The world-deftroying wrath of kings. 
The furly Maftiff thus returns. 

Within my bofqm glory burns, 

Like heroes of eternal name. 

Whom Poets fing, I fight for fame ; 

The butcher's fpirit-ftirriiig mind 

To daily 'v^'ar my youth inclin'd ; 

He trained me to heroic deed ; 

Taught me to conquer, or to bleed. 
Curs'd Dog, the Bull reply'd, no more 

I wonder at thy thirft of gore ; 

For thou (beneath a butcher train'd, 

Wholb hands vvith cruelty are ftain'd. 

His daily murders in thy view) 

Muft, Bkc thy tutor, blood purfue. 

Take then thy fate. With goring wound, 

At once he^ lifts him frbiii the ground. 

Aloft the fprawliAg hero flies. 

Mangled he falls, he howls, and dies. 

L 3 XX. '' 
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XI. The Elephant and' the Bo©ssellb». 

THE man who with undaunted toils 
Sails unknown feas to unknown foils, 
With various wonders fcafts his fight : 
What ftrangcr wonders does he write! 
We read, and in dcfcription view 
Creatures which' Adam never knew; 
Por, when wc rifquc no contradifton, 
It prompts the tongue to deal in fiftion. 
Thofe things that ftartle me or you, 
I grant are ftrange, yet may be true. 
Who doubts that Elephants are found. 
For fciencc and for fenfe rcnown'd ; 
Borri records their ftrcngth of parts, 
Extent of thought, and fkill of art's ; 
How they perform the law's decrees, 
And faye the fhte the hangman's fe^s; 
And how by travel underftand. 
The language of another land. 
Let thole, who qucftion this report, 
To Pliny's ancient page refort. 
How IcarnM was* that Ingncious bfccd ! 
Who now, like them, the Greek can read ? 

As one cf thefe,. in days of yore, 
Rummag'd a'lhop of lenrning o'cr^ 
Not like our modern dealers, minding 
Only the margin's breadth and binding, 
A book his curious eye detains, 
Where with cxafteft tare and pains, 
Were every beaft and bird poiirtrayM, 
'I hat e'er the fcarch of man furveyM j • 
Their natures and their powers were iviit 
With all the pride of human wit : 
'1 he p£e he with at.cntioA f^^^^t 
And tlius remarked on what he read ;— 

Man with ftrong reafon is endow'd, 
* ^^ '<i fcarce inllincl is allow'd : 



But 
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But let this author's worth be try'd, 
'Tit plain that neither was his guide. 
' Can he difcern the different natures. 
And weigh the power of other creatures^ 
Who bjr that partial work hath ihown 
He knows fo littls of his owji? 
How falfely is the fpaniel drawn ! 
Did Man frpm him firft le^rn to fawn? 
A dog proficient in the tr^ide ! 
He the chief flatt'rer Nature na^de? 
Go, Man, the ways of courts difcern. 
You'll find a fpaniel ftill might learn. 
How can the fox's theft and plunder 
Provoke his cenfure, or his wonder ? 
From courtiers' tricks^ and lawyers' arts. 
The fox mighjt well improve his parts. 
The lien, wolf, and tyger's brood. 
He curfes for their thirft of blood } 
But is not man to tnan a prey \ 
Beafts kill for hunger, men for pay. 

The Bookfcller, who heard him /peak. 
And faw him turn a page of Greek, 
Thought wl^t a genius have I found? 
Then thus addrefs'd with bow profound :— • 

Learned §ir, if you'd employ your pen 
Againfl the Tenfel^fs fc^s of men, 
Or write the hiftory of Siam, 
No man is better pay than I am ; 
Or, fiace you're learn'd in Greek, let's fee 
Something figainfV the Trinity. 

When wrinkling with a fiieer hi« trunk. 
Friend, quoth the Elephant,. you're drunk; 
E'en keep your money and be wife^ 
Leave man on man to criticife \ 
For that you ne'er can want a pen 
Among the fenfelefs fons of men % 
They unprovoked will court the fr»y>> 
Envy'j a Iharper fgur than pay 5. 

L 3 NTo. 
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Nd author ever fpar'd a brother, 
Wits arc game-cocks lo one another. 



?Lii. The F£iicocK| the Turkey, and the Goose. 

IN beauty £aclts confpictious grow. 
The fmaOeft fpeck is feen on (now. 

As near a bam, by hunger led, 
A Peacock with the pouhry fed. 
All view'd hkn with an envious eye. 
And mock'd his gaudy pageantry : 
He, confcious of Aiperior merit, 
Contemns their bafe, reviling fpirit. 
His dignity and ftate aflumes. 
And to the fun difplays his plumes. 
Which, like the heaven's o'er-arching ikies. 
Are fpangled with a thoufand eyes % 
The circling rays and vary"d light 
At once confound their dazzled fight. 
On every tongue detraction burns. 
And malice prompts their fpleen by turns* 

Mark, with what infolenc^ and pride 
The creature takes hb haughty ftride, 
The Turkey cries. Can fpleen contain? 
S'are never bird was half fo vain ! 
But were intrinfic nrierit feen. 
We Turkeys have the whiter (kin. 

From tongue to tongue they caught abufe. 
And next was heard the hifiing Goofe. 
What hideous legs ! what filthy claws ! 
I fcorn to ccnfure little flaws ; 
Then with a horrid fquawling throat! 
Even owls are frighted at the note. 

True, thofe arc faults, the Peacock cries. 
My fcream, my fhanks^ you may defpife } 
But fuch blind critics rail in vain, 
What, overlook my xadiant train ! 
i . - Know, 
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Know, did my legs (your fcorn and fport) 

The Turkey or the Goofe fupport, 

And did you fcream with harfhcr found, 

Thofc faults in you had ne'er been found : 

To all apparent beauties bKnd, 

Each blcmifh ftrikes an envious mind. 

Thu^ in aflemblies have I fecn 

A nymph of brighteft charms and meln, 

WaWc envy in each ugly face 5 

And buzzing fcandal ^s the place. 



XIII. CuFiD, Htmen, and Plutus. 



A SCupid in Cythcra's grove 



Employed the leflcr powers of love ; 

Some fhape the bow, or fit the ftring. 
Some give the taper Aiaft its wing. 
Or turn the polilh'd quiver's mould, 
' Or head the darts with temper^l gold* 
Amidft their toil and various care^ 
Thus Hymen, with aiTuming air, 
Addrefs'd the God : Thou purblind chit, 
Of aukward and ill-judging wit, ^ 

If matches are no better made. 
At once I muft forfwcar my trade. 
Tou fend me fuch ill-coupled folks. 
That *tis a fhame to fell them yokes 5 
They fquabblc for a pin, a feather, 
And wonder how they came together. 
The hufband's fuUen, dogged, Ihy, 
The wife grows flippant in reply 5 
He loves command, and due reftridion. 
And {he as well likes contradiction ; 
She never flaviihly fubmits, 
She'll have her will, or have her fits; 
He this way tugs, ihe t'other draws. 
The man grows jealous, and with caufe ) 

Nothing 
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Nothing can fave him but divorce» 
And her« the vrife complains of courfe. 

When, fays the Boy> had I to do 
With either your affairs ot^joni 
I never idly fpend mj diarts; 
You trade in mercenary hearts : 
For fcttiements the lawyer's feed. 
Is my hai^d witnefa to the dieed? 
If they like cat and dog agree. 
Go rail at Plutos, not at n^. 

Plutus appcar'd, and faid : 'Tis true, 
In marriage, gold is all their yiew; 
They feek not beauty, wit, or fenfe. 
And love is fcldom the pretence. 
All offer incenfe at mj ftrine. 
And I alpae the bargain fign. 
How can Belinda Uame her fate? 
She only afk'd ^ gveat e^e. 
Doris was rich caough, ^tis true^. 
Her Lord muil give her title too : 
And every man, or ri^h or poor, . 
A fortune aiks, and ajSiis no more. 

Av'rice^ whatever flftapje it bcars^ 
Muft ftiU be- coupl^rd wkh its C9X^. 



XIV. The Tame Stac. 

AS a young Stag a ticket p^UsM, 
The. branches held his antlers faft; 
A clown, who faw the captive hung, 
Acrofs the horns his halter flung. 

Now,^ fafeiy hamper'd in the cprdj 
He bore th« prefent to his lord : 
His lord was pleas'd ; as was the clowD^, 
When he was tipt with h^lf-a-cr^wn. 
The Stag was brought before his wife^ 
The tender I^dj bcgg'd hU hf^ 



How 
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How fleck^s tlttrikiri, how fpcck'd like crmifle! 
Sure never creature* was fo charnring^l 

At firft within tkt yard coniin'd, 
He flies and hid^S from all mankind; 
Now bolder grown^ wkhfixtamaztj 
And diftant awe^ prefumes to gazei 
Munches tJit linen on' the lines. 
And on a hood or apron dines ; 
He fteals my little matter's hread, 
Follows the.feryants to be fed; 
Nearer and nearer' now he ftands. 
To feet the praife of patting* hands i 
Examines every fift for meat, 
And tho' repulsed, difdains retreat ; 
Attacks again* with le^llM horns. 
And man, that' was his tetror, feoms. 

Such is the count st; maiden's fright. 
When firft a rcd^oar is* in* flghr, 
Behind the ddW flif hide? her few. 
Next time at diftshtce eyes the lace | 
She now can all his' terrors ftand'. 
Nor from hitf fqueeze^ withdraws her hand ; 
She plays familiar in his arms. 
And every foldier* hath his* charms; 
From tent to tent ihe foreads her flame, 
For cuftom conquers ftar atid fHame; 



tSm*mtitSa^m^ttS»Mbmm0mmm ■» ■ np^^a^a^a 



XT. The MoMXSt «^ Badjien tht World* 

Monkey^ to ftfbttntthef timesi 
KtfbWcl to vifit fereigtr dime^i 



A 



For men in (Kfhnit regions rt>am, 
^o bring politer tlianticrif hornet 
aSo forth he bsttSy aH toil defies i 
Misfortunes^ ftfte to^ ttakc us wife. 

At length the treachVous fttare vi^s^ laid^ 
Poor Pug wasKlxtfghti xa t^mwtOMefi^ 

There 
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There fold : (How envy'd was his doom) 

Made captive in a lady's room ! 

Proud as a lover of his chains. 

He day by day her favour gains. 

Whene'er the duty of the day 

The toilette calls, with mimic play 

He twirls her knots, he cracks her fapj 

Like any other gentleman. 

In vifits too his parts and wit. 

When jefls grow dull, were furc to hit. 

Proud with applaufe, he thought his mind 

In every courtly art refin'd, 

Like Orpheus burnt with public zeal, 

To civilize the Monkey-weal ; 

So watch'd occaiion, broke his chain, 

And fought his native woods again. 

The hairy fylvans round him prcfs^ 
Aftoniih'd at' his ftrut and drefs ; 
Some praife his ileeve, and others glote 
Upon his rich embrQider^d coat ; 
His daoper perriwi| commending, 
With tike black tail behind depending ; 
His powder 'd back,— above, below. 
Like hoary frofts, or fleecy (how i 
But all, with envy and deiire. 
His fltttt'ring fhoulder-knot admire^ 

Hear and improve, he pertly cries, 
I come to make a nation wife : 
Weigh your own worth,— rfupport your place, 
I'he' next in rank to human race. 
Ia cities long I pafs'd my days, . . 
Conversed wi^ men, and learnt their ways : 
l^heir drefs, their courtly manners fee. 
Reform your ftate, and copy inc. 
Seek ye to thrive? In flattVy deal. 
Your fcorn, your hate, with that conceal i 
Seem only t« regard your friends. 
But ufe them for your private ends ^ 



Stmt 
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Stint not to truth your flow of wit. 
Be prompt to lie, whene'er 'tis fit ; 
Bend all your force to fpatter merit; 
Scandal is conTcrfation's fpirit; 
Boldly to every thing pretend. 
And men your talents fHall commend ; 
I knew the Great. Obfervc' me right. 
So ihall you' grow like man polite. 

He fpoke, and bow'd. With muttVing jaws. 
The wond'ring circle grinn*d applaufe. 

Now, warm with malice, envy, fpitc, 
Their moft obliging friends they bite; 
And fond to copy human ways, 
Praftife new mii'chiefs all their days. 
Thus the dull lad, too tall for fchoot, 
With travel finiihes the fool; 
Studious of every coxcomb's airs, *' ' 

He drinks, games, dreffes, whores, and fwears ; ' 
O'erlooks with fcorn all virtuous arts, 
For vice is fitted to his parts. 



■««■ 



XVI. He Philosopher and tie Fheasavts, : 

TH E S^ge, awak'd at early day. 
Thro' the deep foreft took his way \ 
Drawn by the mufic of the groves. 
Along the winding gloom lie roves; ^ 
From tree to tree, the warbling throats 
Prolong the fweet alternate notes. 
But where he. paft he terror threw. 
The fong broke fliort, the warblers flew ; ' 
The thrufhes chatter'd with affiright. 
And nightingales abhorr'd his fight ; 
All^ animals before him ran. 
To fhtm'the hateful fight of man. 

Whence is this dread of every creature ? 
Fly they our figure or o«r nature ? 

As 
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As thus he vnlk'd in unufii^ thought^ 
His ear imperfcA accents caugut ; ^ 
Witk cautious ftcp.he nearer drew. 
By the thick Ihade conceard from view: 
High on the branch a Pheafant fiopd^ 
Around her .all her iifl'ning brood ^ 
Proud of the Weffiogs of her .ncft. 
She thus a mother's , care exprefs'd:— 

No danglers here ihall circumvent^ 
Within the woods enjpy content. 
Sooner the hawk or vulture truft 
Than man, — of animijs the worft j 
In him ingratitude you find, 
A vice peculiar to the ,kind. 
The fheep, whofe annual fleeee is dy'd 
To guard his health,, and ferve.his pride ^ 
Forc'd from his fold and native, plain. 
Is in the cnitli ihambles fiain* 
The (warms, who, with induftrious (kill, 
His hives with v^ax and hcoicy .£11 ; 
In Tain whole fummer days employed, 
^u6ir ■ic'opcs MTCzOici ,'"ttie ^raee "ticitroy el* 
What tribute frpm ,tke goofe is paid! 
Docs* not *hcr ^tng "all feiencc aid ? 
.J)oes it not lowis'.hoarts.e^pbin. 
And drudge^to raife the -.meccbant's, gain ? 
What now rewards this .gen'ral ufe? 
He takes the <)uills,,and eats i the .gooie* 
Man then si3Koid,.rdcteft ;his. W4ys, 
So fafety fhall prolong your ..days. 
When lervices are ..thus .acquitted. 
Be fure we iShmJMittjm^Abt^JjgiflLt^ 



,XV4^ 53# 
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xvii. Thi Pin ani the Needle. 

APuiy who long had ferv'd a beaiaf^ # 

Proficieat in the toilette's duty^ 
Had forxn'd her fleeve, confined her hair^ 
Or given her knot a fznarter air ; 
Now neareft to her Jbeart was plac'd. 
Now in her manteau's tail difgrac'd ; 
But could (he ^rtial Fortune blame, i 

Who faw her lover's ferv'd tbe fame? 
At length from all her honours caft. 
Through Tarious turns of life flie pafi'd^ 
Now glitter'd on a taylor's arm. 
Now kept a beggarV infant warm, '"*' 

Now, rang'd within a. mXcr's coat, , _ 

Contributes to hb yearly groat j 
Now rais'd again from low approach,* 
She Tifits in the dodlor's coach ; 
, Here, there, by various fortune toft. 
At laft in Greiham-hall. was loft, 

Charm'd withthe wonders of the fiiow. 
On every fide,, above, below, » 
She now of this dr that enquires. 
What leaft was underftood aidmires; . . . 

'lb plain, each thing fo ftruck her mind, ' 

Her head*s of .virtuofo kind. , • "^? 

And pray, what's this j and this, dear Sir? 
A Needle, fays die interpreter. v 

She knew the name. . And thus the &ol 
Addrefs*d her as a taylor's tool:—- . ■ 

A Needle, with that fihhy ftone, t 

Quito idle, all with ruft overgrown ! 
You better might employ your parts. 
And aid the femftrefs in her arts. 
But tell me how t^e fricndfhip grew 
Between the paltry flint 4ind you ? 

Friend, fays the Needle, deafe to blame^ 
I follow real worth and fame. 

M Know'ft 
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Know'ft thou the loadftone's power* and art> 

That virtue virtues can impart ? 

Of all his talents I partake; ' < 

Who then can luch a friend forfake i 

' i is I direct the pilot's hand. 

To fhun the rocks and treachVous land } 

By me the difiant world is knoum, ' 

And either India is our own. 

Had I with milliners been bred, 

What had I been? the guide of .thread:; . 

And drudg'd as Vulgar needles do. 

Of no mc^'e'confequence than yon. 



xvni. Tie ShephkrdV Dt)G and the WcJlf. 

A Wolf, with hungw fierce and bold, 
jf\. Ravag'd the plains, and thinn'd the fold.; 
Deep in the wood fecure he lay, ' 
The thefts of night fegal'd the day: 
In vain the^ ihepherd'^ wakeful care 
Had fpread the toils, and watch'd the fnare ; 
In vain the Dog,puffu'd his pace. 
The fleeter robber mock'd the chace. 

As LightfQot. rang' d. the foreft round. 
By chance his foe's retreat he found. 

Let us a whUe the war fuipend. 
And reafon as from . friend to fri^Dd* 

A truce, replies the Wolf? Tis done. 
The Dog the parley thus begun ^— 

{low can the ftrong, intrepid mind 
Attack a weak, defencelefs: kind ? 
l^hofe jaws fiiould prey on nobler food. 
And drink the boar's and lion's blood ; 
Great fouls with gerfrous pity melt, 
Which coward tyrants never fdt : 
How harmlefs is our fleecy care! i 

Be brave, and let thy mercy fpare. 

Friend, 
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Friend, fays the Wolf, the matter weigh, 
Nature deiign'd us beafts of prey; 
As fuch, when hunger finds a treat, 
Tis neccflary Wolves fhould eat. 
If mindful of the bleating weal. 
Thy bofom bum with real zeal. 
Hence, and ttiy tyrant lord befeech. 
To him repeat the moving fpeech : 
A Wolf eats iheep but now and then, 
Ten thoufands are devoured by Men. 
An open foe may prove a curfe. 
But a pretended friend i» worfe. 



XIX. Tbi Painter, vjU pkafid No Body and 

Every Body. 

LEST men fufpeft the tale untrue> 
Keep probability ^ in view. 
The trav'ler, leaping o'er thofe boimds, 
The credit of his book confounds : 
Who With his tongue hath armies routed, 
Makes even his real courage doubted. 
But flattery never feems abfurd. 
The flatter *d adways take your word; . , 

Impoffibilities fecm juft. 
They take the ftrongefl praife on truft ; 
Hyperboles, tho' never fo great. 
Will flill come fhort of felf-conjceit. 

So very like a Painter drew. 
That every eye the pifture knew; ; 
He hit completion, feature, air. 
So juft, the life itfelf was there. 
No flatt'ry with . his colours laid. 
To blaom reflor'd the faded maid.; 
He gave each mufcle all its ftrength^ 
The mouth, the chin, the nofe's length ; 
His honeft pencil touch'd with truth, 
hsuA marked the date of age and youfh. 

M % He 
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He loft his friends, his praAice fkU'd: 
Truth fhould not always be revealed j 
In duftj piles his piftiires lay. 
For no one fent the fecond pay. 

Two buftos, fraught with every grace. 
As Venus* and Apollo's fcce, 
He placed in view; refolv*d to pleafc. 
Whoever fat, he drew from thefe. 
From thefe correAed every feature. 
And fpirited each aukward creature. 

All things were fet ; the hour was come. 
His pallet ready o'er his thumb, 
My Lord appcar'd, and featcd right 
In proper attitude and light, 
The Painter look'd, he iketch'd the piece. 
Then dipt his pencil, talk'd of Greece, 
Of Titian's tints, of Guide's air. 
Thofe eyes, my Lord, the fpirit there 
Might well a Raphael's hand require, 
To give them all their native fire ; 
T'he features, fraught with fenfe and wit. 
You'll grant are very hard to hit; 
But yet with patitnce you fhall view 
As much . as paint and art can do. 

Obferve the work. My Lord reply'd, 
*Till now I thought my mouth was wide ; 
Beiides, my nofe is fomewhat long. 
Dear Sir, for me, 'tis far too young. 

Oh pardon me, the artift cry*d. 
In this we Painters muft decide: 
Tne piece even common eyes muft ftrike, 
I warrant it extremely like. 

My Lord examin'd it anew. 
No iooking-glafs feem'd half (6 true. 

A Lady came, — ^with borrow*d grace. 
He from his Venus form'd her face ; 
Her lover prais'd the painter's art, 
bo like the piAure in his heart ! 



Tcr 
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To every age fome charm he lent. 
Even beauties were almoft content. 

Thro' all the town his art they prais'd^ 
His cuftom grew, his price was raisM. ' 
Had he the real likenefs fhown. 
Would any man* the pifture own ? 
But when thus happily he wrought. 
Each found the likenefs in his thought. 



XX. 7he Lion ani the Cub. 

» * 

TTOW fond are men of rule and place, 
X I Who court It from the mean and bafe! 
Thefe cannot bear an equal nigh. 
But from fuperior merit fly \ 
They love the cellar's vulgar joke. 
And lofe their hours in ale and fmoke ; 
There o'er fome petty club prcfidc. 
So poor, fo paltry is their pride ! 
Nay, even with fools whole nights will fit^ 
In hopes to be fupreme in wit. 
If thefe can read, to thefe I write^ 
To fct their woi'th in trueft light. 

A Lion Cob, of fordid mind. 
Avoided all the Lion kibd ; 
Pond of applaufe, he fought the feafts 
Of vulgar and ignoble beafts 5 
With afles all his time he fpent. 
Their club's perpetual prefident: 
He caught their manners, looks, and airs. 
An afs in every thing, but ears ! 
If e*er his highnefs meant a joke. 
They grinn'd applaufe before he fpokc: 
But at each word what ihouts of praifc f 
Good Gods I how natural he brays ! 

Elate ^ith flfttt'ry and conceit. 
He fceks his royal ike's retreat ; 

'• M 3 Fonvarvl, 
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Forward, and fond to IJiow his parts. 
His highnefs brays, — the Lion ftarts. 

Puppy ! ^hat curs'd vociferation 
Betrays thy life and convCrfation > 
Coxcombs, an ever-noify race. 
Are trumpets of their own difgrace. 

Why fo feverc ? the Cub replies. 
Our fenate -always, held me wife. 
How weak is pride ! returns the fire, 
Ail -fools arc Tain, when fools admire I 
But know what ftupid affes prize. 
Lions and noble beafts defpife. 



XXI. The Old ltl£K and the Cock/ 

RESTRAIN your child: You'U fcion believe 
The text which fays, we fprung from Eve. 

As an old Hen led forth her train, - 
And feem*d to peck to {how the grain. 
She rak'd the chaff, ihe fcratch'd the ground, 
And glean'd the fpacious yard around- 
A giddy chick, ^to try her wings, • , 

On the well's n^row margin fpripgs. 
And prone (he drops. The mplher's .bre^ • 
All day with forrow wfis pofieft. 

A Cock fHe rttet,— her ion flip knew. 
And in her heart affection grew. 

My fon, fays fhe, I grant yo^r years 
Have reach'd beyond a motheir's cares } 
I fee you vi^'roua, ftropg, and bold, 
I hear with joy your triumphs toldj 
^Tis not from Cocks thy fate I dread: 
But let thy ever-wary tread 
Avoid yon well j that fatal place 
Is fure perdition to our race. 
Print this my council on thy breaft^ 
To the juft Gods 1 leaye the reft 

He 



He thank'd her carej; jret ^7 i^ j^ h . * 
His bofom burned to dirobcf ; « . . 
And every tim^ jtlic well he faw, . 
Scorn/d.iu^ hi?. ]^|»]^t the fdolifh JUWi; ^ 
Near and mbr^^ ^ear each day he <lrew> 
And long'd 'to trj the dang'rous viofw. 

Why was this ^ idle tharge ? he yri^'. 
Let courage feinaVes fears dcfpifc. / ' 

Or did (he doubt ^y , heart was braye^ 
And therefore *tbis uyi^j^OQ gave ^ 
Or does her harvefl: ftor^ thcj pl^i, .,\ t 

A treafure for her yoWnger race? 
And would fhe tbu^, my fearch prevent.^ ... 
I ftand refolv'd, and dare th* ,eyeiit. 

Thus faidj he mQunt^ the marginf^s ^P^^^ ' 
And pries ifi to the clepth profound. . 

He ftretch'd his n,efk ; and from ^clo?r. 
With ftretfdung ^eck aiJvaicM a foe;. 
With wrath his nifSed plumes he r^arsj 
The foe ^ith ruffled j^iimes appears; 
Threat anf^cr'd threat,' his Jury grew, 
Headlong'to meet the war he flew; ' 
But when the wa):Vy 4^^th he fou^d^ 
He thus lamented as' he 4rown'd : 

I ne'er had been* in 't;bis coiiditigfi| 
But for my mother's {n'onibitrbn. / ' 



> ". 
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XXII* Tie Rat'Catcjsbil and the Cats. 

THE Rat^ by night, fuch miffihief Hi, 
Betty was! every mprning dpid: 
They undermin'd . whole &les M bacon^ 
Her cheefe w;is.fapp'd» her tarts were. takai| 
Her paftiesy fenc'd with thickeft pafte^ . 
Were all demoliih'd and laid w^fte; ^ 
She curs'd %tit cat for '.want. €if duty^ 
Who left her fofii a conftsint boPiy* ' 



^- 
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All Engineer of iiotcJ flcill, ' . 
Engag'd to ftop the growiirg HI. ' 

From room to rbom he • now fitnrcys \ ' 
Their haunts^ their works, theiir fecret wiji ; 
Finds where thejr Yeape an ambufcade^ 
And miience the' nightly Tally's made. 

An envious Cat, from pla(:e to placd^ ' ' , 
Unfeeni attends his filent* pace ; . ' 

She faw, that if his trade went on, ' ' 

The purring race 'mud be tuidoAe; * * 
So, fecretly removes his baits, * - ] 

And eveiy ftratagem defeats. 

Again he fct$ the poifoned toils, 
And Ptifs again' the labour foils. 

What foe (to fruftrate my defigns) 
My fchemes thus nightly countermines ? . 
Incens'd, he cries, this very hour ' «- ' 

The wretch fhall bleed beneath my power.' ; 
So faid. A ponderous trap he brought, ' 
And in the faA poor Pufs was caught. 

Smuggler, fays he, thou ihalt be made 
A viAim to oilr lofs of trade. 
The captive Cat, with piteous mews,' 
For pardon, life, alid freedom,, fues: 
A fitter of th^ fdfcnce Tpare, 
One ixxtereft is our cohimon care. 
What infolence I the man reply'd. 
Shall Cats with us the game divide r 
Were ail your'imearloping band . i 

Extinguifhd, or expeU'd the land. 
We Rat-«a«ehors might 'raife our IctSy 
Sole guardians of a nation's cheefe! 
A Cat, who faw the lifted knifcj^ 
Thus fpoke, and fav'd her fitter's life. 

In every age and clime we fee, 
Two of a trade can ne'er agree} 
Each hates his neighbour for encroachllig ; 
Squire ftigmatiaes f^uire for poaching j 

Bcau« 
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Beauties with beauties are .in arms. 
And Icancitl peks each other's charms; 
Kings too their neighbour Kings dethrone. 
In hope to m^ke the world their own* 
But let us limit our defires, 
. Not war like beauties, kings, arsA fquires) 
For tho' we : both one prey purfuCy 
There's game enough fcnr us and you. 



zxxii. Ti^ Goat mtiout a Beard. 

« 

'rrilS certain that the modifh paffion« 

X Deicend aniong the crowd like fidhkms* 
Ezcufe me then^ if pride, conceit^ 
(The manners of the fair and great) t 

I give to monkeys, afles, dogs. 
Fleas, owls, goats, butterflies, and hogs% 
I fay that thefe are proud. What t)ien?} 
I never faid they equal men. 

A Goat (as vain as goat could be) 
Aflefted finguljrity: - . * 

Whene'er a thymy bank he found. 
He roll'd upon the fragrant ground. 
And then with fond attention ftood, ^ 

Fix'd o'er his image in the flood. 

I hate my frow^ beard, he cries. 
My youth is loft in this difguifc ; 
Did not the females know my vigour. 
Well might they loath this rcv'rcnd figure.. 

Rerolv'd to fmooth his ihaggy face^ 
He fought the barber of the place* • ; / . \ ^ 
A flippant monkey, fpruce and fmart. 
Hard by profefs'd the dapper art; 
His pole with pewter batons hung, 
Black rotten teeth in order ftrung, 
Rang'd cups, that in the window fl:ood, 
Lin'd with red rags, to 4ook Uke blood. 

Did 
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Did well his threefold trade explain^ 

Who fhav*d, drew teeth, and breathed a nhu 

The Goat he welcomes with aH air. 
And feats him in his wooden chair: 
Mouth, nofe, and cheek, the lather hides, 
Light, fmooth, and fwift, the razor glides. 

I hope your cuftom, 3ir, fa^ Pug : 
Sure neter bee was hatf fo (mug! 

The Goat, ixppatient for applaufe. 
Swift to the neighboring hill withdraws; 
The ihaggy people grinnVl and ftar'd. 

Heighdayl what's here? without a beard; 
Say, Mother, whence the dire difgrace?. 
What caYiims hand hath robb'd your lace? 

When thus the fop, with (miles of fcom: 
Are beards b]( . ci^il nations worn ? 
Ev'n Mufcovites have mow'd th^ir chins* 
Shall we, like formal Capuchins^ 
Stubborn ".in pride, Jvtain the mode. 
And bear about the hairy load? 

Whene'er we through the village ftray. 
Arc we not mock'd along the way ? 
Infulted with loUd ihouts of (corn. 
By boys our beards difgrac'd and torn? 

Were you i^o more with goats to dwells 
Brother, I grant you reafon well. 
Replies a beax;ded chief. Befide^ 
If boys can mortify thy pride. 
How wilt thou fband the ridicule 
Of our.^whole flock? affefted fool! 
Coxcombs, 4iftiQgi|i{h'd from the reft» 
To all but coxcQoibs arc » j«it 



xxiV. 21tf 
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KXiv. 7h€ Old Womah Md hit Zk^u 

WHO friendihip with a knave hath mad€> 
Is deem'd a partner in the trade } 
The matron, who condufts abroad 
A willing nymph is deemed a bawd; 
And if a modeft girl is feen 
With one who cures a lover's fplecn» 
. We gucfs her not extremely nice, 
And only wifh to know her price. 
*Tis thus that on the choice of friends 
Our good or evil name depends. 

A wrinkled hag, of wicked fame, 
Befide a little fmoaky flame 
Sat hov'ring, pinch'd with age^ and froft; 
Her fhrivell'd hands, with veins embofs'd^ V 

Upon her knees her Weight fuftains^ ^ . 

While palfy ihoofc her crassy braiiis \ 
She mumbies forth her backward pray/rs^ 
An untam'd fcold of fourfcore years. 
About her fwarm'd a numerous brood 
Of Cats, who lank with hunger nicw'di . 
Teaz*d with thdr crie$, her choler grew, . 
And thus (he fplutter'd: Hence ye crew! . . 
Fool that I was! to entertain 
Such imps, fuch fiends, — a helliQi train! 
Had you been never hous'd and aurit^ 
I for a witch had ne'er been curft: 
Xo you I owe, that crowds-, of boy^ 
Worry me with eternal noife; 
Straws laid acrofs my pace petard*. ,, 

The horfefhoe*s nail'd, (each threiCbold's giwd) ^ 
The ftunted broom the wenches hide,. 
For fear that I fliould up and rides 
They ftick with pins^ my bleeding fe5|t> 
And bid me flie^ my fecret tca4>. 

To hear you pate would vex aiainti'M ... 
Who hath mbft reafi^A of i:iwglw»i ., <. ... . : 

Re- 
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Repli0» a Cat.' Le;t's come to proof. 
Had we never ftarv'd beneath your roof^ 
Wehaid, like others of our race. 
In credit liv*d, as beafts of chace. 
Tis infamy to ferve a hag ; 
Cats are thought imps, her broom, a nag; 
And boys againft our lives combine, 
Becaufe, 'tis £ud, your Cats have nine. 



XXV. ^he Butterfly and the Snail, 

ALL upftarts, infolent in place. 
Remind us of their vulgar race. 

As, in die fun(faine .of the mom^ 
A Butterfly) but newly bom, 
Sat proudly perking on a rc^e; 
With pert conceit his bofom glows. 
His wings, all glorious to beliold I 
Bedropt with azure, jet, and gold, 
Wide he difplays \ the fpangled dew 
Refleds his eyes tind various hue. 

His now forgotten friend, a Snaili • 
Beneath hbfax^fet with ilimy tail, 
Crawls o'er the grafs ; whom when he fpies^ 
In vrrath he to the gardener cries : 

What means yon peasant's daily toll, 
From choaking weeds to rid the foil? 
Why wake yon .to the morning's ' care ? 
Why with new arts icorreA the year? 
Why glows the peach with ciimrfon hue ? 
And ^hy the 'plumb's inviting blue? 
Were they to fcaft his tafte deiign'd| 
That vermin of voracious kind ? 
Cruih then the £bw, the pilfering race, 
So puige thy garden from difgrace. 

What arrotemct !- the Snailreply'd, 
£fow infolent Uft 4ipftart pride^l 
•-^ Hadft 
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• ^ 

Hadft thou not thus> Trith infult vain, 

Provok'd my patience to complam, 

I had conce^rd thy meaner birth, 

Nor trac'd thee to the fcum of earth. 

For fcarce nine funs have wak'd the hmirSj 

To fwell the fruit, and paint the flow'rs. 

Since I thy humbler life furvcyM, 

In bafe and" fordid guife array'd ; 

A hideous infe6V, vile, unclean. 

You dragged a flow and noifome train, 

And from your fpider-bowels drew 

Foul tilm, and fpun the dirty clue. ,' . 

I own my humble life, good friend. 

Snail was L born, fnail fliall I end. 

And what's a butterfly? At bell, 

He's but a caterpillar dreft : 

And all thy race, a num'rotrs feed. 

Shall prove of caterpillar breed. 



p^rfK— »<l>^^ * » IMt f ■ • m>m^. 



XXVI. Tie Scold and the Parblot. 



THE hufband thus reprov'd his wife, 
Who deals in flander, lives in ftrife-: 
Art thou the herald of difgracc, ' ' ' 

Denouncing war to all thy race? 

Can nothi^. quell thy thun<ler's raj(c^ -. _ 

Which fpares nor friend, nor fex, nor agei 
That vixen tongue of yours, my dear. 
Alarms our neighbours far and near 5 , 

Good Gods ! 'tij like a rolling river, 
That murm'nng flows, and flows for ever ! 
Ne'er tir'd, perpetual difcorJ fowing ! 
Like fame, it gathers ftrength by going. 
Hey-day ! the flippant tongue replies^ 
How folenm is the fool ! how wife ! 
Is Nature's choiceft gift dtbarr'd ? 
Nay, irown not, for I will be heard. 

N Women 



,> 
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Women of late are finclv ridden, 

A parrot's privilege forbidden ! 

Tou praife his talk, bis fquawling fong^ 

But wives ^re always in the wrong. 

Now reputation flew in pieces. 
Of mothers^ daughters, aunts, and neices* 
She ran the parrot's language o*en 
Bawd, hufly, drunkard, flattern, whore: 
On all the fex fhe vents her fury. 
Tries and condemns without a jury. 

At once tlie torrent of her words 
Alarm'd cat, monkey, dogs, and birds; 
All join their forces to confound her. 
Puis fpits, the monkey chatters round her ; 
The yelping cur her heds aflaults. 
The magpie blabs out all her faults; 
Poll, in the uprpar, from his cage. 
With his rebuke out-fcreajn'd her rage: 

A Parrot is for talking priz'd. 
But prattling Women are defpis'd ; 
She who attacks another's honour. 
Draws every living thing upon her. . 
Think, Madam, when you ftretch your lungs. 
That all your neighbours too have tongues ; 
One flander niuft ten thoufand get. 
The world with int'reft pays the debt. 



xxvii. Tie Cur and the Mastiff^ 

A Sneaking Cur, the mafter's fpy, 
jr\^ ReAvarded for his daily lie. 
With fecret jealoufies and fears 
Set all together by the ears. 
Poor Pufs to-day was in difgrace. 
Another cat fupply'd her place; 
The hound was beat, the maftiff chid^ 
The monkey was the room forbid ; 

lEtch 
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Each to his dcareft friend grew fliy, 
And none could tell the reafon why. 

A plan to rob the houfc was laid; . 
The thief with love fcduc'd the maid, 
Cajol'd the cur, and fti'ok'd his head. 
And bought his fecrefy with bread. 
He next the Maftiff's honour try'd, 
Whofa honeft jaws the bribe dcfy'd; 
He ftretch'd his haiid to proffer more. 
The furly dog his fingers tore. 1 

Swift ran the Cur; with indignation 
The mafter took his information. 
Hang him ! the villain** curs'd ! Ixe crie«. 
And round his neck the Kalter ties. 

The dog his humble fuit prcfen*'d, 
And begg'd in juftice to be heard* 
'1 he mafter fat. On cither hand, 
The cited dogs confronting ftand 5 
The Cur the bloody tale relates. 
And, like a hwyer, aggravates. 

Judge not unheard, the Maftlff cry'd. 
But weigh the cafe of either fide : 
Think not that trcach'ry can be juiV, 
Take not informers* words on truft ; 
They ope their hand to eveiy pay. 
And you and me by turns betray. 

He fpoke. And all the truth appear'd ;• 
The Cut was hang'd, the Maftiff clear'd. 



XXVIII. The Sick Man and the Angel. 

IS there no hope ? the &k Man faid ; 
The filent do^kor fhook his head, 
And took his leave, with figns of forrow, 
Defpairing of his fee to-morrow. 

When thus the Man, with gaf^ung breathy - 
I feel the chilling wound of death ; 

N z Since 
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Since I muft bid tike world aclku. 

Let me my former life review: 

I grant my bargains well were made, 

But all mei^ over-reach in trade : 

^Tis felf-defcpce in each profeffion. 

Sure felf-dcfencc is no tranfgrcffioa. 

The little portien in my hands. 

By good fecurity ou lapds^- 

Is well incrp^s'di. If, uoawarcs^ • , 

My juftice to myfelf and.hei^, 

liath let my debtor rot in jail. 

For want of good fuffide&t bail ; 

If I by writ,, or bo^d, Qr«4^ed, 

Reduced a fan^iiy to,0ff|J, 

My will hath mad^-.-ihc world amends ^ 

My hope on charity^ depends* 

When I am number'd with the dead, 

-And all my plojis gifts are read, 

By heaven and eartli ! 'twill then be known, 

My charities are amply flio\fln. 

An Angel came. /\h friemi ! he cry'd. 
No more in flattering hope coniide. 
Can thy good . deeds in former times ^ 
Outweigh the balance of thy crimes? 
What widow or what orphan prays 
To crown thy life with length of days ? 
A pious avian's in thy power. 
Embrace with joy the happy hour 5 
Now, while you draw the vital air. 
Prove your intention is fincerei " * "" " 
This inftant give a hundred pound ^. 
Your neighbours want, and you abound. 

But why fuch hafte, the fick maij Whines, 
Who knows is yet what Heaven dellgns? 
Ptrhaps I may recover ftill ; 
'i hat fum and more are in my will. 

Fcol, fays the Vifion, now 'tis plam. 
Your life, younibui, your heaven was gain ;. 



t 
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From cv&ty,,^c^ wit];^ dU ycmr might. 
You fci?aif^'d» and fcfap'd be^];^^ yoiv r^hti 
And after ^ i^iQ^li ; would faia alone, 
B7 giving what: is not fova: own. 

While there is life, there's hope, h^ cry'd ; 
Then why fuch jk^afte ? & groan'd and dy'd. 



' XXIX. The PEtfsiiw, /A^:<&LO'Viy, ^wi a?*^ Sun. 

IS there a bard wHom genius fires, 
Whole et^eiy thotrght the €ted iufpir es ; 

When Ejavy -reads the nervous lines. 

She frets, flie riiils, fhe rives, fhe. pines -, 

Her hifling fnakes^^withi v^enomfwiell. 

She calls her ytffA ivjm frooi WU 

The fervile fiends hair.Dod obey. 

And all Curl's .aafliors, ape. m |)«y. 1 

Fame calls up .cahmmy andf.fptfe 9 

Thus fhadow . Owes its birth to lights ^^ 

As proftratc ta the <5od of Day*. 
With heart -4ci»rat a P.erfaa lay k 
His invocation th^a beguftt 

Parent of goodj ^ ali+feciiig. Su«i . '^ 

Prolific beam, Wihofe rag» dilpeafe- * •.: 

The various ''gifts. t>f Pifovid^ace,. 
Accept our praifc,. our daily prayer,. 
Smile on our fiddfiy andblcik the.ye^- / 

A Cloud, who mock'd his grateful tongue^, 
The day with .iiidden darknefs hu&g) 
With pride Smd:? ifciLvy" iWelL'd, alaudi . . 

A vpice thus thundered iabm idie Qou4 : ''^ 

Weak is ijm :gandy Ood -of thiiie, ^ < 
Whom I at will forbid tbifiunej^ . c. 
Shall I nor vqw8.npc inoenfe know^ 
Where praife is due, the-praifb beftow*. 

With fervewt ac^i. the. Pei:fian mov'd,» 

Thiis the psoRuL caicBmy ^yepmVd^:. is . . ^ 

...::. N 3 * It 
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It was that God, who claims lAy prayer. 
Who gave thee birth, and rats'd thcc there ; 
When o'er his beams the veil is thrown. 
Thy fubftance is but plainer (howii : 
A paffing gale, a puff of wind 
Difpels thy thickeft troops cembinVI. 

The gale arofe ', the vapour toft, 
(The iport of winds) in air was loft ; 
The glorious orb the <l*y' refine^; .' 
Thus Envy breaks, thus Merit ihines. 



XXX. The Toxat the Point of jDeath. 

A Fox, in life's extreme decay. 
Weak, fick, and faint, expiring lay ; 
All appetite had left his maw^ 
And age diiarm'd his mutfiblmg jaw. 
His numVous race around him flbuod. 
To learn their dying fire*s command; 
He rais'd his head with whining moan. 
And thus was heard the feeble t(Hie;-^ 

Ah fons, from evil ways- depart, • 
My crimes lie heavy on mr heart: 
See, fee, the murder'd geefe appear t 
Why are thofe bleeding turkeys there ? 
Why all around this cackling train. 
Who haunt my ears for chickens flain ? • 

The L hungry Foxes round them ftar'd. 
And for the pronus*d feaft prepared. 

Where, Sir, is all ttiis damty ckeer? . 
Nor turkey, goofe, nor ben is here: 
Thefe are the phantoms • of your In-aiii^ 
And your fons lick their lips in vain» 

O gluttons, fays the drooping fire^ 
Reftrain inordinate defire^ 
Tour liquVilh tafts you ihall deplbre^ 
When peace of ^oniciencc is so more* 

Does 



-f« 



Ani ENTERTAINING FABLES. 151 

Does not thevhdundl betray our pace» 

And gins and guns deftroy our race? 

Thieves dread the fearching eye of poVr, 

And never feel the quiet hour* 

Old age (which few of us fliall knov) 

Now puts a period to my woe* 

Would you true happineis attain^ 

Let honefty your.paffions rein; 

So live in credit and efteem» 

And the good-name you loft redeenof. • 

The co}mcil*s good, a Fox replies. 
Could we perform what you advife. 
Think what our anceftors have done, 
A line of Thieves from fon to fon \ 
To us defcends the long difgrace. 
And infamy hath kark'd our race. 
Though we like ^harxnl^ iheep (hould feedj 
Honeft in thought, in iwK>rd, and deed. 
Whatever hen-robft is decreased, 
We {hall be thought to fhare the feaft. 
The change ihall never.be believ'd; 
A loft gooid-narac is. ne'er retrieved. 

Nay ^en^ it^p^os the feeble Fos, 
(But hark I I hear a hen that clocks) 
Go, but be moderate in^ your food \ 
A chicketi too might do me good* 



xxxx. Tl^ fiETTiMG'DoG and the Partxidgb. 

THE ranging Dog the ftubble tries. 
And fearches every bfecze that flies; ' 

The ibent guows varmv; with cautious fear 
He creeps, and points the covey near. 
The men in filence, far behhid, 
Confcious of game, the net unbind. 
A PartriJge, with experience wife. 
The firaudful pret^ration fpies. 

She 
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She mocks thdr to9s, afarms/ her htood^ ^ - r^ ^* 
The covey fp^ifigs, and fecks the wobd-; ' > 
But 'ere her ceitoin viqg fiie triea^ i 
Thus to the creepingf Spaniel cries. \ * 

Thou fawAkig iavtt to man's deceit^ 
Thou pimp of lux'pfy fntaking daeat^ 
Of thy whole fp^ciesj thon difgrace^ « ^ 

Dogs fhpuld difown * l&ec erf iheir * racie ( • • 
For if I judge their native palrts^ " .i 

The're born wich'ht>iseft <ipen Iiearts, • 
. And 'ere they fer^y'd maVs vMeod enxis. 
Were gcn'rous -foes or real; friends. • 

When thus the Dc^' with fbnrnful fiaSei. 
Secure of wing, ibbift' dar% :rtmla^ : 

Clowns are to polxlhM tn^n^s Uindf 
How ign'rant b the veAii msni i ' - 
My worth £igflcJbui ciArAct*- itfiy 
And to prdbnaenk nfe' iikc ttie. ' ' ' • > 
The thriving pimp, Wio beauty ftt»^ ■ 
Hath oft eiaanc'd 6 ntdoi^ debts $ 
Friend fets his.lri^eiid, wiibAtst fegettd, -^ 
And minifters kls/ftill r<9Qrard. . :'• ii ■ .^. 

1 hus train'd'4)y infill, I kal-milhiir; way% x^: ' 
And growing iavitoi^ fekfltt ftiy d«*. i < 'n: . ^; 

I might have; gtttfs'df, #ie Psrfti^idge, fidd^ 
The place wheife ^u 'Wes^ ^ato^4 attd xfed:;^. 
Servants are apt and in a trice 
' Ape to a hair their mailer's vice.. 
Yva nunc Mm conn, 73^ &jy» . Adkiv* .i, ' 
She faidj and to the covey fiew. 

xxxKr Sie JJviVB-RSML' Appj«itio»hI i' 

I 

A Rake, by- every |>afiSoi». rul'd, .. ,/ ( .. ^. 
With every vice h^ ^routh .t^ad .609rd^ 
Difeafe his tainted bk>od.jtfiMls,. ^ -^^i I 
His Ijpirits droop, hi^ ^dig^uj:,i5^ilsf>, .1 ...,/^- il^ 

• - Witll 
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With fecret ills at home he pines^ 
And, like infirm old age, declines. 

As, twing'd with pain, he penfive fits, 
And raves, and prays, and fwcars by fits, 
A ghaftly Phantom, lean and wan. 
Before him rdfe, and thus began. 

My name perhaps hath reach'd your car, • 
Attend, and be advis'd by Care: 
Nor love nor ^honour, wealth nor pow'r, 
X^an give the 'heart a chearful hour. 
When health is loft be timely wife 5 
With health all tafte of pleafure flics. 

Thus /aid, the Phantom difappcars. 
The wary council wak'd his fears : 
He now fropi ^11 excefs abftains. 
With phyfic purifies bis veins i 
And, to procure a fober life, 
Refolves to venture on a wife. 

But now again the Sprigjbt afccnds. 
Where'er he walks his car attends \ 
Infinuates that beaut's frail, 
That p c rf er ertn cc muft prevail; 
With jealouiies his brain inflames. 
And whlfpcrs all her lovers* ntmes; ' , 

In other hours flic reprcfents 
His houihold charge, his annual rents, , 
Increafing debts, perplexing duns,. 
And nothing for his younger fons. 

Straight all his thought to gain he turns. 
And with the thirft of lucre burns •, . . 

But when poflcfs'd of fortune's ftore, 
The Spedbre haunts him more and more. 
Sets want and mifcry in view, 
Bold thieves and all the the murd'ring crew \ 
Alarms him with eternal frights, 
Infefts his dreams, or wakes his nights. 

How (hall he chace this hideous gueft? 
.Power may perhaps prote^ his refl:; 

'to 
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To power he rofe. Again the Spright 
Befets him mornings neon^ and nighty 
Talks of ambition's tott'ring feat. 
How envy pcrfccutes the great ; 
Of rival hate, of treacherous friends. 
And what dlfgrace his fall attends. 

The court he quits to fly from Care, 
And feeks the peace of rural air ^ 
His groves, his lields, amus'd his hours, 
He prun'd his trees^ he raised his flowers^ 
But Care again his ftcps purfues^ 
Warns him of blafts, of blighting dewS) 
Of plund'ring infects, fnails, and rains. 
And droughts that (larve the laboured plains* 
Abroad, at home, the Spe£tre's there; 
In Vain we feek to fly from Care. 

At length he thus the ghoft addrefl: • 

Since thou mufl.be my conflant gueft, ^ 

Be kind, and follow me no more ; 
For Care, by right, ihould go before. 



m^» 



zxxiii- Tie TWO Owls afid the Spar&ow. 

TWO formal Owls together fat, 
Conferring thus in Iblemn chat : 

How is the modern tafle decay'd \ 
Where's the refpe$ to wifdom paid I 
Our worth the Grecian fages knew, 
They gave our fires the honour due; 
They weighed the dignity of fowls, 
And pry'a into the depth of Owls. 

Athens, the feat of learned fame, 
With gen'ral voice revered our name; 
On merit title was conferred. 
And all adored the Athenian bird. 

Brother^ you reafon weH, replies 
The folemn mate, wHh halfnOiut eyes: • 

Right* 
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Right. Athens was the feat of learxungi 

And truly wiOom is difccming : 

Beiides, on Pallas's helm we ut. 

The type and ornament of wit. 
► But now, alas, we're quite negleflcd. 

And a pert Sparrow's more refpefted. 
A Sparrow, who was lodg'd befide, 

Cerhcard them foothe each other's prid^ 

And thus he nimbly vents his heat : 
Who meets a fopl, mud find conceit, 

I grant you were at Athens grac'd. 

And on Minerva's helm were plac'd; 
I But every bird that wings the iky. 

Except an Owl, can tell you why. 

From hence they taught their fchools to know 

How folfe we judge by outward Ihow; 

That we fhould never looks efteem, 
Y Since fobls as wife as you might feem. 

Would you contempt and fcorn avoid, 
I Let your viin glory be deftroy'd ; 

Humble your arrogance of thought, 

Purfue the ways by Nature taught j 

So ihall we find delicious fare. 

And grateful farmers praife your care; 

So ihall ileek mice your chace reward, 
j And no keen cat find more regard. 



xxxiY. TJii C0URTIB& and Peot&0s. 

WHENE'ER a Courtier^s out of place, 
TKe country fhclters his difgrace; 
Where, doom'd to cxercife and health, * ' 
His houfe and gardens own his wealth ; 
He builds ^ew ichemes, in hope to gain 
T'he plunder of another reign j 
Like Philip's fon, would fain be doing, 
And fighs for other realms to ruin, \ ' 
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As one 6f thefe (without his wand) 
Penfivei along the winding ftrand 
Employ'd the folitafy hour 
In projefts to regain his power; 
The waves in fpreading circles ran, 
Proteus arofe, and thus began: 

Came you from court ? For in your mem 
A felf-imptortant air is feen. 

He frankly oWn'd his friends had trick'd him, ^ 
And how he fell his party's viftim. 

Know, fays the God, by matchlefs Ikill, 
I change to every fliape at will j 
But yet, I'm told, at court you fee 
Thofc who prefume to rival me. 

Thus faid. A fiiake, with hideous trail, 
Proteous extends his fcaly mail. 

Know, fays the Man, though proud in place. 
All courtiers are of reptile race. 
Like you, they take that dreadful form, 
Bafk in the fun, and fly the dorm i 
With malice hifs, with envy glote. 
And for convenience change their coat; 
With new-got luftre rear their head, , 
Though on a dunghill born and bred. 

Sudden the God a lion ftands. 
He ihakes his mane, he fpurns the fand's ; 
NovL^.&ercc lynx, with fiery glare,- 
A wolf, an afs, a fox, a bear. 

Had I u^'er Uv'd at «OQ«t, be cries. 
Such transformation m^t furprize^^ 
But ther^, in queft of daily game, 
I^ch able courtier ^£ls the fame. 
Wolves, lioQS, lynxes, while in place. 
Their friends and fellows are their chace; 
They play tne bear's and fox's part,^ 
Now rob by force, now fteal 'by art ; 
They fometim«s in the fenate bray, 
Qf) cliaBg'd agsuoi to beafU of prey^ 

Dowa 
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Down £rom Ac lion to the ape, 
Pradiife tbic frauds of every fha^^e. 

So £ud. Upon the God he flies. 
In cords the (trugglmg C!pti¥e ties. 

Now, Proteus, now (to truth compeU'd) 
Speak, and confefs thy art excelled. 
Ufe ftrength, furprize, or wh«it you will. 
The courtier finds evaHon flill \ 
Not to be bound by any ties. 
And never forc'd to leave his lies. 



: XXXV. * The Mastiffs. 

THOSE' who in quarrels interpofe, 
Muft often wipe a bloody nofe. 

A Maftff of true Englifh blood, 
Lov'd fightinc better than his food ; 
"When dogs were fnarling for a bone, 
He. long'd to make the war his own 5 
And often found, when two contend. 
To interpofe obtained his end ; . 
He glory'd in his limping pace, 
s The fears of honour feam'd his face \ 
In every limb a galh appears. 
And frequent fights retrenched his ears. 
• As on a time he heard from far 
Two dogs engag'd in noify war, 
Away he fcours, and lays about him, 
Refolv'd no fray fhould be without him. 

Forth from his yard a tanner flies, 
And to the bold intruder cries, 
A cudgel Ihall 'corredt your manners, 
Whence fprung this curfed hate to tanners ? 
While on my dog you vent your fpitc, 
iJirrah, 'tis me you dare not bite. 
To iee the Txittk thus pcrplex'd. 
With equal rage a butcher vcx'd, 

O ■ Iloarfe- 
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Hoarfe-fcreaming fram the circled crowd. 
To the curs'd Maftiff cries aloud : 

Both Hockley-hole and Mary-bone 
The combats of my Dog have Jcnotm ; 
He ne'er like bullies, coward-hearted, 
Attacks in public, to be parted j 
Think no't, rafh fool, to (hare his fame^ 
Be his the honour or the ihame* 
Thus laid, they fwore and rav*d like thunder, 
'I hen dragg'd their faften*d Dogs afunder ; 
While clubs and kicks frodx every fide 
Redounded from the Maftiff *s hide. 

All reeking now t^ith (weat and blood 
A while the parted warriors ftood. 
Then pour'dupon the meddling foe*; 
Who worried, howl'd, and fprawl'd beloW: 
He role, and limping from the fray. 
By both fides mangled, fneak'd away; 



i^MiMbM 



XXXVI. ^he ]3arley-Mow and /^^ DuNGHU.1.. 

HOW many fancy airs we meet 
From Temple-Bar to Aldgate-ftreet ; 
Proud rogues, who fliar'd the South-Sea prfey. 
And fprung like mufhrooms In a d^yf 
They think it mean to condefcend 
To know a brother or a friend ; 
They blufli to hear their mother's name. 
And by their pride eXpofe their flianie. 

As crofs his yard, at eirly day, 
A careful farmer took his way. 
He {lopp'4j ahd leaning on his fork, 
Obferv'd the flail's inceffimt work ; 
In thought he meafur'd all his ftore. 
His geele, his hogs^, he number'd o'er ; 
In fancy weighed the fleeces fh'orn. 
And multiply'd the next year's corn* 

Down 
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Afj^arley-Mow, wtich ftood befide. 
Thus to its mufing mafter cry'd : ' ' 

Say, good Sir, is it fit or right 
To treat me with negledl and flight ? 
Me, who contribute to your cheer, 
And raife your mirth with ale and beer! 
Why thus infulted, thus difgrac'd. 
And that vile Dunghill near me plac'd ? 
Are thefe poor fweepings of a groom, 
That filthy fight, that naufeous fume, • 

Meet ob)e£ts here ? Command it hence : 
A thing fo mean muft give offence. 
The humble Dunghill thus reply 'd : 
Thy mafter hears, and mocks thy pride ; 
Infult not thus* the meek and low. 
In me thy benefadlor kno>^ ;. 
My warm afllftance gave thee birth, 
Or thpu had ft perifti'd low in earth ; 
But upftarts, to fupport their ftation. 
Cancel at once all obligation. 



XXXVII. Pythagoras arui the Countryman, 

PYTHAG'RAS lofe at early dawn, 
By foaring meditation dr.iwn - ' 

To breathe the fragrance of thq d:\Y^ 
Thro' fiow'ry fields he took his way ; 
In mufing contemplation warm, * 

His fteps milled him to a farm, 
Where on the ladder's topmoft round 
A peafant ftbod ; the hammer's found , ' 
Shook the weak barn. Say, Friend, what care 
Calls for thy honeft labour there ? 

The Clowp with furly Voice replies : 
Vengeance aloud for juftice crisis! 
This kite, by daily rapine hd^ 
My hens annoy, my turkeys -dread, 

'■:^ o 2 At 
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At length his forfeit life hath paid; i^ 

See, on the wall his wings difplay'd. 

Here nail'd, a terror to hi$ kind, 

Rfy fowls ihall future fafetj find, 

My yard the thriving poultry feed. 

And my barn's refufe fat tl;ie breed. 

Friend, fays the Sage, the doom is wiije^ 
For public good the murd'rer dies \ 
But if thefe tyrants of the air 
D«mand a fentence fo fevere, 
Think how the. glutton man devours j 
What bloody feafts regale his hpursl 
O impudence of power and might ! 
Thus to condemn a hawk or kite. 
"When thou perhaps, carnivorous finner, 
Hadft pullets yefterday fyr dinner 1 
Hold, cry'd the Clown, with paffion heated. 
Shall kites and men alike be treated ? 
When heaven the world with creatures ftor'd, 
Man was ordam'd their fovVeign lord. 

Thus tyrants boaft, the Sage reply'd, 
Whoie murders fpring from power and pride ; 
Own then this manlike kite is flain, 
Tiiy greater lux*iy to fuftain : 
For " petty rogues fubmit to fate, 
** That great ones may enjoy their ftatq.'* 



xxxviii. T^e Farmer'/ Wife and the Raven^ 

WHY are thofe tears ? Why <lroops ycmr h^adi 
Is then your other hufhand dead I 
Or docs a worfe difgracc betide ? 
Hath no one iince his death apply'd? 

Alas! you. know the caufe too well. 
The fait is fpilt, to me it fell ; 
Then to contribute to my lofs, 
My knife and fprk were laid acrofsj 
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On Friday., too ! the day I dread ! 
Would 1 were fafe at home in bed ! 
Laft night (I vow to Heaven 'tis true !) ' 
Bounce from the fire a cofKn flew. 
Next poft fome fatal news fhall tell; 
God fend my Corniih friends be well ! 
Unhappy widow, cea^fe thy tears, 
Nor feel affli£lk>n in thy fears ; 
Let not thy ftomach be fufpended. 
Eat now, and weep when dinner's ended. 
And when the butler clears the table, 
For thy defert riL read my fable. 

Betwixt her fwagging pannier's load 
A Farmer's Wife to market rode \ 
And, jogging on with thoughtful car^, 
Summ'd up the profits of her ware ; 
When flarting from h^r filver dream. 
Thus far 'and wide was heard to fcream : 

That Raven on yon left-hand oak, 
(Curfe on his- ill-betiding croak) 
Bodes me no good. No more fh« faid, , 

When poor blind Ball, with {tumbling tread^ 
Fell prone ; o'erturn'd the patmier lay, 
And her mafh-d eggs beftrew'd the way. 

She, fprawling in the yellow road, w 

Rail'd, fwore, and curs'd : Thou croaking toad,. 
A murraifi take thy whorefon throat ! 
I knew • misfortune in thy note. 

Dame, quoth the Raven, fpare your oaths^. 
Unclench your fifl, and wipe your dloaths ;. 
But why on me thofe curfes thrown? 
Goody, the fault was all your own.;. 
Fox .had you. laid this brittle ware 
On Dun, the old fure-footed mare, 
Though all the Ravens of the Hundred 
With croaking had your tongue out-thundcr*dj 
Sure-footed Dun had kept her legs, 
And you, good Woman, fav'd your eggs. 

O X aLxxix. 1^ 
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zxxix. The TorKet and. the Ant, 

TN other men we faults c^n fyy, , 
And blame the mote thajt dims thda: q^e | 
Each little fpeck arid blemiih findy 
To our own ftrongcr errors blind. 

A Turkey, tir*d of common fpod» 
Foribok the barn, and fought the wood.} . 
Behind her ran her infaht tfaifi^ 
Colledling here arid there a grain* ... 

Draw near, my birds, the mpther _crie% 
This hill delicious fare fupplies; 
Behold the bify Negro race. 
See, millions blacken all the pl^ce; 
Fear not. Like roc with freedom' cat \ 
An Ant is moft delightful meat. 
How bleft, how eilvy'd were our life. 
Could we hut 'icape the poult'rer's khifel 
But man, curi^ mail, on Turkeys preys^ 
And Chriftmas fhortens all oiur.'days; 
Sometimes with oyfters we combine, 
•Sometioies aflSft the fav'ry chine. 
From the low peafant to the lord, . 
The lurkey fmokes on ev'ry board. 
Sure men for ,gluttony are curfl;, 
Of the feven deadly fins the worft. . . 

An Ant, who.cUmb'd beyond his reacli^ . 
Thus anfwer'd from the ncighbVing brcacfe; 
'£re you remark another's fin. 
Bid thy own confcience look within j 
Controul thy own voracious bill, 
Nor for a break£ift nations kill. 



I . ri I ^— i^j>i^^ 



XL. l^he Father and Jupiter. 

THE Man to Jove his fuit preferred, 
He begg'd a Wife, — his prayer was heard : 
Jove wonder'd at his bold - addreflliig^ 
For how {precarious is ih^ bleiEng ! 
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A Wife \t tajc«^. And iigir, fpr ^ \pit3. 

Again h^ vorr^s H^^W. "iyUk 0^55^?* 

Jove nods zSkaU Tw-Oi ^ppef^Jl -^j;?, 

And a fine girl rcwv4 fe»s jgys,. 
Now more folicitoijs h^e. glC6Wf 

And fet their future live? in vjew.i 

He faw that all reftiedte^ ajad dujty, . . 

Were paid to wealth, t ft pPITflCj aA4 be^jD^ i c 

Once more, he cries, accept my prayer, 

Makre-mjr"l0'vM"T)r(5geny thy -care: ~- -.. .— 

Let my firft h/^fC, ix^Jj §V,'rite bpy. 

All Fortune's ricneft "gifts enjoy ; 

My next witf^ ftrpilg afl[>bitipn. ^%% . , • 

May favoui* tje^ph him. tp, afpire,, 
'Till he the fteg of. pp^ej, aft^ft^* 

And courtiers ; tcb their i^lol bipn^i 

With every grjce* m%^ every ch^fi^ - 

My daughter *s perfcft. f(?ature9/ann ; 
If Heaven ^pproMe, a Father's: bteA^ 
Jove fmiWs, and grouts \i\fa, hk req^gfti 

The firft, a mil'er at the heaact, ' 
Studious of every griping art. 
Heaps hoards on hoards iyith'atijxious,pai|^ 
And all hi^.Ufe d^vg^tes to gain* 
He feels no joy, his cs^res incre^fe^ 
He neither wake^, per r£fe§ps ii| pis^c^.j 
In fancy'd want, (a. w.re.tch toi|iplegt) , 
He ftarves, and vat he d^res i)ot eaf . 

The ncx| to. luddeft honour? *gre\f, _ 
The thriving arts of courts he kij^w 5 
He^ reach'vl.the, height of ppwer an^i plft^^^ . 
Then fell the viftim of- ^ifgracj?. , * f 

Beauty, ^itt fcafly Woo^tq fuppjies.. / 

His daughter's ;che/?fc, and ppints h^ eyei: 
The vain coqp.e^j:e' each fuit ciifclains, » 

And glories ip her lovers' pairis ; \ 

"With age fhe fad^s, each lover flies, 
Contemn'd, Jfepjpri^ .ihfi. pine*, afiti .di»L :....,*; 
• . -; When 
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"When Jove the Father's grief furvey'd. 
And heard him Heaven and Fate, upbraid. 
Thus fpoke the -God : By outward Ihow 
Men judge of happinrfs and woej 
Shall ignorance of good and ill . 

Dare to direft the eternal will ? 
Seek virtue 5 and of that poffeft,'. 
To Providence refign the reft. 



xLii The TWO Monkeys* 

THE learned, full of inward pride. 
The fops of outward fhow deride ^ 
The fop, with learning at defiance, , 
Scoffs at the pedant and the fcience: 
The Don, a formal, foleinn ftrutter, 
Defpifes Monfieur's airs and flutter; 
"While Monfieur mocks the formal fool, - 
Who looks, and fpeaks, and walks by rule» " 
Britain, a medley of the twain. 
As pert as France, as grave as Spam, 
In fency wi&r than the reft. 
Laughs at them both, — of both the jefU 
Is not the Poet's chiming clofe 
Cenfur'd by all the fons of profe ? - 
While bards of quick imagination 
Defpife the fleepy profe narration. 
Men laugh at apes, they men contemn y 
For what are we, but apes to them ? 

Two Monkeys Went to Southwark fair. 
No critics had a fourer air j ~ 

They forced their way th«o' draggled folks,. 
Who gap'd to catch Jack Pudding's jokes ^ 
Then took their tickets for the ihow,. 
And got by chance the foremoft row. 

To fee their grave, obferving face, 
Frovok'd a tough through aU the place* . ' 

BrotUer, 
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Brother, fays Pug, and turn'd his head^ 
The rabble's monftVoufly ill-bred. 

Now thro* the booth rude hiffes ri^n. 
Nor ended till the fhow begap. 

The tumbler whirls the flip-flap roun^^ 
With fommeriets he fhakes the ground} 
The cord beneath the dancer fprings ; 
Aloft in air the vault^r fwjngs, 
Diftorted now, now^ pronQ depends. 
Now thro' his twitted arms afcends ; _ . 

The crowd,' in woiider ain^ delight. 
With clappmg hands applaud the flght* 

With fmiles, quoth Pug, if pra^ik^ l2:e ^^e& 
The giant apes ,0/ reafon pleafe. 
How would ttey wondjer at our arts ! 
They mutt adore u^' tor ou^ p^ts* 
High on the twig tye feen yoii' clfX^» 
Play, twift, and ti^n^ in airy ring; ; 

How can thelfe clumpy things, li^e rx^ 
Hy with a bound rrom tr^c to i^X 
But yet, by this appIauGf, Ve ^^^i 
Theie emulatpi'^ of our kiQ^ 

Difcem our worth, our parts regard^ . ;' 

Who our mean mimics thj}9 rewardt*' 

Brother, the grii^ning mate r^pugi. 
In this I grant )^\ ^^^ m^M^' 
While good example t%y purfue. 
We muft aMow fooi^ praiie; is due 5 
But when ti^i^y jttrain bcycjnd their igufd^^ 
I laUgh to fcorn the mimic pri4e : 
For how; ^tafljic is the fight^ ' 
To meet m'eii always bpl^ i^pright^ 
Becaufe wp foa^etimes wall^ 9^ W9.I 
I hate . the imitaxif)^ .ci;^.vf> 



ZLXI. The 
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XLii. The Owl and the Farmer. 

A N Owl of grave deport -and mein, 
t\. Who, like a Turk, was feldom fecn, 
within a barn had chofe his ftation. 
As fit for prey and contemplation : 
Upon a beam aloft he fits. 
And nods, and feems to think, by . fits. 
So have I feen a man of news 
Or Poft-boy, or Gazette perufe, 
Smoke, nod, and talk with voice profound. 
And fix the fate of Europe round. 
Sheaves pil'd on fheavcs hid all the floor : 
At dawn of morn, to view his ftore, 
The Farmer came. The hooting gutft 
His felf-importancc" thus expreft : 

Reafon in man is mere pretence , 
How weak, how Ibailow is his fc-nfef 
To treat wkh 'fcom the bird. of night, 
Declares his folly or his fpite ; 
Then too, how partial is his praife ! 
The lark's, the linnet's chirping lays. 
To his ill-judging eats are fine, . • 

And nightingale's are all divine : 
But the more^-lcnowing feathered- race 
See wifdom ftampM iipon my face. 
Whene'er to vifif light I deigii. 
What flocks, of fowl compofe my train ! 
Like flaves, they crowd my flight behind. 
And own me ofTuperior kind. 

The Farmer laqgh'd, and thus reply'd : 
Thou dull, important lump of pride, - 
Dar'ft thou, with that harlh, grating tongue. 
Depreciate birds of waxblmg fonj-? 
Indulge thy fpleen. Know, men and fowl 
Regard thee, as thou art, an owl ; 



Befides^ 
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Befides, proud blockhead, be not vain 
Of what thou calFft thy flavcs and trwn: 
Few follow wifdom, or her rules. 
Fools in derifion follow fools. 



XLlii. The Jugglers. 

A Juggler, long thro' all the town 
Had raised his fortune and rehotmi 
You*d think^ io far his iirt tranfcends^ 
The Devil at his finger ends. 

Vice heard his &me, fhe read his bill; 
Convinced of his inferior &ill, 
She fought his booth, and from the crowd 
Defy'd the Man of Art aloud : 

Is this then he fo fam*d for Hight ? 
Can this flow bungler cheat your ii^t ? 
Dares he with me diipute the piize ? 
I leave it to impartial eyes. 

Provok'd, • the Juggler cr/d, 'tb done| 
In fcience t fubmit to none. 

Thus f;ud. The cups and balls he play'd. 
By turns, this here, that there, convey'd ^ 
The cards, obedient to his words^ 
Are by a. fillip turn'd to birds; 
His little boxes change the grain. 
Trick after Itrick deludes the train. 
He fliakes his bag, he ihows all fair. 
His fingers fpread, and nothing there; 
Then bids it rain with /bowers of gold^ 
And now his iv'ry eggs are cold; 
But when from thence the» heti he dra#s^ 
Amaz'd fpe£lacors hum applaufe.. . 

Vice now ftc^'d forth and took the piace^ 
With all the forms of his grimace. 

This magic- looking-glafs, ihe cries, 
(There, hand it round) will charm your eyes* 



Each 
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Each eager eye the fight defir'd, 
<And evecy man himfelf admir'd. 
Next| to a feiu'tor addrdfGng, 
See this bank-note : Obferve the blefiing : 
Breathe on the bill. Heigh, pafs ! 'Tis gone. 
*Upon his lips a padlock flione ; 
The fecond puff, the magic broke. 
The padlock vanilh'd, and he fpoke. 

Twelve bottles rang'd upon the board^ 
All full, \Tith heady liquor ftor'd, 
By clean conveyance di (appear, 
And now two bloody fwords are there. 

A purfe flie to a thief expos'd. 
At once his ready fingers closed 5 
He opes his &ft^ the treafure's fled. 
He fees a halter in* its ftead. 

She bids ambition hold a wand. 
He grafps a hatchet in his hand. 

A box of charity ihe fliox^rs : 
Blow here 5 and a churchwarden blows, 
'Tis vaniili'd ^ith conveyance neat, ' ' 
And on the table fmokes a treat. 

She fhakes the dice, the board ihe knocks. 
And from all pockets fills her box. 

She next a meagre rake addreft : > 
This pifture fee, — her fliajie, her breaft! 
What youth, and. what inviting eyes ! 
Hold her, and have her. With I'urprizc, 
His hand expos'd a box of pills, 
And a lOud laugh proclaimed his ills. 

A counter, in a mifer's hand,-^ 
Grew twenty guineas at command } 
She bids, his heir, the iiim retain, . 
And 'tis a counter now again. 

A guinea with her touch youi fee, . 
Take every fhape but charity ; 
And hot one .thing you faw or drew, 
But chang'd from what was firft in view. 



The 
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The Juggler now, m grief of heart, 
With his I'ubmifiion own'U her aft. 
Can I fuch matchlefs flight withitand ? 
How pradtice hath improv'd your band ? 
But now and then 1 cheat the throng, 
You every day^ — and all day long. ' ^ 



xLiv, The Council j/" Horses. 

UPON a time a neighing Steed, 
Who gra?*d among a num'roiis breed, 
With mutiny had fia-'d the train. 
And fpread diffention thro' the plain; 
On matters that concern*d the ftatc 
The council met in grand debate, 
A Colt whofe cyebaHs flam'd with «•«, 
Elate with ftrength and youthful fire. 
In hafte ftept forth before the reft, 
And thus the lift'ning tharorig addrefl : 
Good Gods ! how abjedt is our race, 
Condemned to flav'ry and difgracc | 
Shall we our fervitud-e retnm, 
Becaufe our fires have borac the ch^lin ? 
Confider, friends, your ftrength and might ; 
'Tis conqueft to aflert yoar riglit. 
How cumb'rous is the gilded coach! 
1 he pride of man. is our reproach. j 

Were we defigoM for daily toil ? ^ 

To dnig th& ploughfliarc Ihro' tl^ foil ? 
To i'weat in harnefs thro' the road ? 
To groan beneath the tarrier's load ? 
How feeble are the two4egg'd kind ! 
What force is in our nerves cohibin'd 1 
Shall then our nobler jaws fubmlt 
To foam and champ .the galling bit ? . <. 

Shall haughty man my back bedride ? 
Shall the Iharp fpur provoke my fide? 

P Forbid 
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Forbid it, Heaven ! Rejeft the rein. 
Your fhnme, your infamy diicUin. 
Let him the .ton fifft controul, 
-And ftill the lyger's famifh'd growl: 
Let us, like themi our freedom claim. 
And make them tremble at our name. 

A gen'ral nod approv'd- the caufe, 
And all the circle neigh'd applaufe. 

AVhen lo, with grave and folemn pace 
A Steed advanced before the race ; 
^Vith age and long experience wiic, . 
Around, he caft his thoughtful eyes, 
And, to the murmurs of the train, 
'J hus fpoke the Neftor of the plain : 

"When I had health and ftrength, like yon. 
The toils of fcrvitudc I knew; 
Now grateful man rewards my' pains, 
Ai^d gives m^ all thefe wide domams) 
At will I crop the year's increafe, 
TVIy latter life is cafe and peace. 
I grant to \nan we lend our pins. 
And aid him to correal the plains; 
But doth not he divide the care 
Through all' the labours of the year? 
How many ; thotufand ftruftures rife 
To fence us from inclement Ikies ! 
For us he beaijs the fultry day, 
And ftores up aU onr winter's hay : 
He fows, he reaps the harveft's gain, , - 
'\Ye (hare (he toil and fhare the grain* 
Since every creature was decreed 
To aid each other's mutual need^ 
Appeafe your clifcontcnted mind. 
And aft th^ part by Heaven affign'd. • 

The tumult ceas'd. The Colt fubmittcd, 
Aud^ like his anceftors, was bitted. 
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XLV. The Hound and the Huntsman. 

IMPERTINENCE at firft is borne 
With heedlefs flight, or imiles of fcorn ; 
TeazM into wrath, what patience |;)ears 
The noify fool who perfeveres ? * I 

The morning wakes, the Himtiman founds. 
At once ruih forth tlvr joyful Houmls^v 
They feek the woo<l with eager pace, . -i 

Thro' bulh, thro' hi-iar explore the chace^ •• ^ 

Now fcatter'd wide,- they try the plaiti, ' , •' • ' 
And fnufF tlic dexvy turf in vain: *«« *- •' 

What care, what induftry, what paitts I • < 

What univerfal fibnce reigns! . ;. ' 

Ringwood, a dog of little famCy -^ .i . '. 

Young, pert, and ignorant of game, :* ^ : A 

At once difpl^ys hts babbling throat ; 
The pack, regardlefs of his note, '. ^ '* 

Purfue the (cent; with louder ftrain 
He ftill perfifts to vex the train. ' 

The Huntfinan to the clamour fli-^s, .< -^ 

The fmacking lafli he fmartly plies; i 

His ribs all welk'd, with howling tone, . * 

The puppy thus exprcft his moan : . . 

I luiow the mulic of my tongue 
Long iince the pack with- envy ftung ; 
What will not fpicc ? Thcfe bitter fniarts 
I owe to my fupcrior parts. i . .1 

When puppies prate, the Huntfman cry'dit.'* -i J 
They ihow both ignorance ;|nd pride j*'' *.'; ; 
Fools may <mr fcom, not' envy raife, *- •- o -cXi 
For envy is a kind of praife* ^ - > 

Had not tliy forward, noify tongue, * jC*- 

Proclaim'd thee always in the wrong, • ^ 

Thou might'ft have mingled with tlie roft, . * > 
And ne'er thy fooliih noife confdl : 
But fooU, to taUiug ever prone, ♦ « ..v* j; 
Are furc to make their ^ follies :knowm> ^ ^..A . |7 
• 1' 2 XL VI. Tie 
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xtvi. Tife P6et and the ROSJS. 

THatc the man who builds his name 
On i^nns of another's fame. 
Thus pnules, by charafters o'ertbrown, 
Lnagine that they raife their own; 
"J hus fcnbblers, covetous of praife, 
Thu>!< flauder can tranl\>lant the bays, 
Be:iuties and btrdft hr<ve equal pride, 
With bojh all rivals are decry \l. 
VvTho praifes Lefbia's eyes and feature^ 
Muft call her filler , aukward creature ; . 
For the bin^l flattVy's fure to ckirin, 
When we feme other nymph : dif.urtu. 

As in *the cool of early day, 
A Poet fought ,th€ fwects of May, 
The garden's -fragrant breath afirendsj . 
And every ftalk wkh odour bends; 
A Rofe he pIiKk:*^, iie ^az'd, admlr'd. 
Thus fiiiging as the MuJe infpir'd. . 
Go, Rofc, i\\j Chloe's bofoin grace 

How hi'ppy ihouid I prove, 
JMight I fap4>ly that. en vy' J place • 

vVith never-failiixg love ! a • . 

There, Phcenix-like, beneath' her ejie, 
liivolv'vl hi fragrance, burn and die ! 
Know, hnpixjfj^ flower, that thou fhait find 

More ir. grant rofcs thei'^ v 
I ice thy, withering head reclha'd 

With envy and dcfpairj 
One commou fate, we both muft provty 
You die with envy, I with love.. 

Sparc your comparifons, re|>ly'd 
An angry Role, who grew befide ; 
Of ail mankind you fliould not Acut Qs^ 
What can a Poet do without us ! 
lu every lovc-fong Rofes -bloom, 
W^e kuid you colour and perfume. 
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Does it, to Ghloc's chamv conduce, . 

To found her praife on our abufe?... 

Muft we, to flatter her. be macie . . * y 

To witheo ctivy^ pine, ahU fade ?| . * ' \. :• 
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ZLVii. %2^ CuA, \i£f HoKSC^ and the SnsF- 

hk^l^dV Dog. 

THE lad^ of afl-fu^^cnt o^ept, . 
With mo4dJy ^eVi^ danigs his'fpirUik 
Prefuming oh *J>is' own d^f.ts^ 
On all alike his Hbhguc exerts ^ 
His - no tf y -jokea-ftt irandoiR -throwsj •-•- ♦ 
And pertly fpatters friends ami foes t 
]n wit antt war \lie Biflly ' race - 
Contribute to ^hqir x)wn: djfer^^^f'! 
Too late tlic iorw^d. joutjl jdjajl fyivl 
That jokes are iox^^e^^s. paid i|t kjjodi.^ 
Or if they can&^r i|i; th^ %?.^0^ • 
He make3 a * foe ifd^b xd^s a jf ft«. > ; 

A vil^e.Cur,' oi fnapjpiiH rac^j^ 
The pcrteft puppy of* tKe place>. 
Inciagin'd that nis jtre^e throat 
Was bleft with mufic^s .rviiBeteft .ttQtCi <: 
In the mid-^oad :h« bi^wng I?y> ;. 

The yelpinig- nufaince. of tW .wjg[ t; ; . . 
For not a creajure p4i^ :^l9nfek;; . • • , . ^ .;* 

But had a. fadbple of his .^opg^ 

Soon as. the trott|og Stee^ ,he ^i^V . J 

He ftarts, he cocks *hi$ da^ge^* eassj^ , 

Away he fccHirs, aflaults h^ts l)0f|f9: 1 
Now near hixa fnarl^, -noMt hitsV ^ 
With fhajijl impertinence atiben|JA»« j v . -7 
Nor leavfes. him ,til£ the yi^^^ ?^^^»- .'..*• » 

It chanc'd upon his evdl dayj^, • ^ 

A Pad came pacing down. the ways^ 
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The Cut, with ncvcr-ceafirig tongue* 

UpQfi the paffing trav'ler fpning,; •. 

The Horfe fronv fcorn prdvok'd to irf , ^ ■''■ , \, 

Hung backward \ rolling in the mire. 

The. Eupgy, bowlMj and bIfCfling la^4> 

The Pad in peace purfu'd his way, 

A ShepherdV I>>g, who iaw die deed, 
Di^tefting the vexatious breed, 
Befpoke him thus.: When Coxcombs pra^e, ,^_^ 
They kindle wrAth, contempt, ' br hatei' ' , j 
Thy tcazing tongue had jtidgment ty*cl, ' . 

Thou hadft not, like a iPiippy, dy*d./ 



«■««■ 



XL VIII. Tbe Court g/^DEATp.. 

DEATH, on a fblemn riigl^t of ftate, ' 
In all his * pomp of terrors fate i ' 
The attendants df his gloomy reign, • " 
Difeafes dire, — a.ghaftly train t 
Croud the vaft Court. With hollow tone^, 
A voice thus thander'd from! the throne t 

This, night our Minifter we narnc^ 
Let every iervant fpeafc his claim 5 
Merit will betr- this' ebon wand. -* 

All, at) the word, ftretch'd forth thair handlil 

Sfever,'. with burnhrg heat poflcft, 
Advanc'd^ and for the wand addrcftz / 

I to the weekly biUs appeal*, 
Let thoTe exprciS my ferycnt zeal y "' 
On every fligh« occadfion near, 
Witli violence J . pc;rftv3ere. • '* 

Next Gckjt appears with limping pace, 
TIeads how he fhifts from place to place j 
From, head to ftot how fwtft he flies. 
And eveiry ^oint anrA fincw plys ; 
Still working when he feems fupprefl:,— 
A moft. tenacious, fiubbom* Bueft. 



& 



And ENTERTAINING FABLES. 175 

A hagjgtrd i{>e£Vre from, the cvew V >' - 
Crawb forth> and thus afTerts Jiis ^ue; 
'Tis I who taint thi Tweeteft J67," * ' ' ' /\ 

And in tHe fhape of love deftroy:; ' k ' '' " . 
My ihanks, fiink eyes, ancj nofelefs fafce. 
Prove my pretcnfions to the place.. 

Stone urg'd his ever-growing force.. 
And next, Confiimption's inea^e;cof(ci ./ '. ' 
With feeble voic6 tjiat f^arce, traS 'h^fird,' 
Broke with fliort dohghs> Ws ffiij: preferrM : 
Let none objeft' my lingering ^ay,^—^ 
I gain, like Fabiils, by delay/ H *. i , ,* 

Fatigue and weaken every foe * * *^ 
By long attack fecurc, tho* flow. / 

Plague reprefents his rapid pdwciy 
Who thinn'd* a nation in 'an hour! ■ *^- • ^' ' } 

All fpoke tteif claim, and hopM tht "vtiiA: ■ " -^ 

Now Expeftation'hufh'd^ the band.';- " ^ '^ 

When thus the Monarch firom thd throne t ' ' ^ 

Merit was ever modeft knbwn-»-*— i' - - ' > 

What, no Phyfician fpeak his right \ ' 

None here? But fees their toils requite* ' ' 

Let then IntempVance take the wand, • \ 
Who fills with gold their zeabiis h^iiid; • • ' / ■' 
You Fevefj Gout, and aH the reft,* •: - 
IWhom wary* men, as foes^ dctcft) - ' ' •' 

Forego your '^claim \ no more pretend \ ' ' ^ 

Intemp'rance " is efteem'd a friend ; ' 
He ihares their mirth, their focial joys,^ 
And, as a courted gueft, defVroys ; 
The charge on him muft juftly fell^ 
Who finds 'employment for you alL 
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zLix. 7Af €aiii>£iiba dwi/ i^ Hoc, 

AG ARiyNER, of peculw Jt^e, ; ' \ 
On a young Hog hj3 fp^f": 'pl^'4j| . 
Who fed not with tjxe coQimoa hj^^ s ' 
His tray was to the haJU PRcferr'cJ^ 
He wallow'd unde^eath t^^ \>9^i$ 
Or in his Maftcr's chan^r ftwir'd* 

Who fondly ftroaj:'^ ^^L PF^ ^^^* ' 
And taught hjim. ^ <he' J?*ippy*s pUy 5. 
Where'er he WfiPt^ ijhe grm^tirJ^ &iwJ> . '. 
Ne'er fail'd his pleaiurc to attf^nd. 

As on a time, the loving .pai^ 
Walk'd forth to te^ the gardien's c^^te^ 
The Mafter thus a4dreft tjoie B\sWi€^ : 

My houfe, niy g^d^n^ ?f^ .i^. 4vwy 
On turni0s^jFQift,w|ieiw'>er.you^;^^^ 

And riot on my bea»s.and.,peaier 
If the potatof*s if^ xleilg^ts. 



Or the red caccQO Jweet 4nyll;e5 
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Indulge thy mprn a^ evfimfis Bourse 
But let due caie regard my flowers i 
My tulips are jmy garden*^} pride^ 
What vaft fo^mp tacfc .p^0$ ^pply'4 1 

The Hog by cnAi^ceocfe iMMWiag roaia^'d^ 
Where with nc\^ ,ale .tlie liefTds Joam^^V . 
He munchesL mw the i^eanvng grains^ ' 
Now with full fwill the Uqpor diiains^/ 
Intoxicating .fiuupi^ ariie, ^ 
He reels, he rolls Jxis winking eyes ; 
I'hen ftagg'rin^ tJiro' the gard^jj, fcour?. 
And treads, down pgintecl.nml^s p^flower^^ ', 
With delvii^ fiM>ut he turns' the foili' 
And cools his palate with the fpoiU 

The Mafter came, the ruin fpy'd 5 
^iQain^' iuTpend thy rage, he cry 'd : 
Haft thou, thou moft ungrateful fot,. 
My charge, my onl,y charge forgot? 
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What, all my Sowers! No more he. nad>* 
But gazM, and figh'd, and Imng his head. 

The Hog with ftutt'rjug fpe^ch returns: 
Explain, Sir, wliy yowi^Hjger burns $ 
See there, untouch'd jo\J^. tuiips ftfowny 
For I devourM tiie roots alone ! 

At this, thp Gard'ner's paffion geowsj 
From oaths and threatB hit falls tofbk^m; 
The ftubbom brute . the blows Aiftain^i. 
Aflauits his leg and tears, the veins. 
Ah, foolifli Swaiii, too .late yoti find. 
That fties were for fttch friends defign'd ! • * 

Homeward he limps w:t}i pajfiful pace^ 
RefiieAln^ thus 09 paAdilgrace: 
Who cherifhes a bryita} majte^ 
Shall mourn ibek 4o]Hy iboa or late« 



WHETIffiR on ear^h^ in auv or main>< 
Sure ev'ry thing alive Is irain! 

Does not the hawk all fawk 0irsc|7>, 1 . ; 

As deftin'd rOnly SFotv h|S ^preyf 
And do not tyrants^ prou^r thiog^. . 
Ihmk'ima were bora fbs flavet to k^$? 
When the crah views the peacly ftrands. 
Or Tagus, .bright with gcMea^ f2<i<^«: 
Or crawls beiide the coral grove, • 
And hcars"the ocean roB above ; 
Nature is too . pf ofufej- fays, be, . -^ 
Who gave all thefc to pleafure me] 

When bordering pink^ and r6fes btooili. 
And evVy garden breathes perfume ^ 
When peaches glow with fttimy dyesi 
Like Laura's cheek, when bki<hes rife; 
When with huge figs the branches bend; 
When clufters from the ytoe depenj^ 
:\ . ■ The 
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The fnail looks round on flower and tree. 
And cries. All thefe -were made for me ! 

What • dignity's ' in hunikm nature. 
Says Man, the moft cdiS^ifVd creature, 
As from a cliiF he caft KSs^ eye, 
And vieVd the fea and arched iky\ 
The fun was funk beneath the main. 
The moon and all the ftarry train 
Hung the 'vaft vault of Heav'n. The 'Man 
His contemplation thus began': 

When I behold this glorious (hew, 
And the wide watVy world below, 
The fcaly people of the main, 
T'he beafts that range the wood and plain^ 
The wing'd inhabitants of air, 
The day, the night, the various year. 
And know all thefe by Heaven defign'd 
As gifts to pleafure human kind, 
I cannot raift my woith too/ high,, .j 
Of what vaft confe^uence am I ! 

Not of'tV importance yoii fiippofe, 
Replies a flea upon, his nofe; 
Be humble,' learn tliyfelf to. fcan; 
Know, pride was pever made for Man: 
*Tis vapity that fwells thy mind. 
What, Heaven and ^ahh for thee dcfigny? 
For thee ! made only for our need ; 
That more important Fleas might feed. 
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LI. ^if Harb and mafty FRi£Mbd. 

FRIENDSHIP, like ILove, is but a name, 
Unlefs to .one you ftint the flame. 
The child, whom many fathers fhare. 
Hath feldom known a father's care : 
'Tis thus in friendfhip; who depend 
On many, rarely find a friend.. 
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A Hare, who, in a civil way, 
Comply'd with ev'ry tiling like Gay^ 
Was known by all the beftial train. 
Who' haunt the wood or graze the plain : 
Her care was, never to. oSend, .r . 

And ev'ry creature was her friend. 

As forth (he. went at early dawn, 
.To tafte the dew-bcfprinkled lawn, . 
Behind (he hears the hunters' cries. 
And from the deep-mouth'd thunder flies; ^ 

She ftarts, (he (lops, fhe pants for breathy 
She hears the near advance of death; . \ 

She doubles, tomiilcad the hound. 
And meafures back her mazy round : , 
'Till, fainting in the public way. 
Half-dead with fear flie gafping lay. 

What ' tranfport in her bofom grew. 
When firft' the horfe appeared in view I 

Let me, fays fhe, your back alcend, \ 

And owe my fafej^y to a friend; . 

You know my feet betray my flight,-* 
To friendfhip ev'ry burden's light. 

The horfe reply'd, poor honeH pufs. 
It grieves rty heart to fee thee thus: ' 
Be comforted, relief is near-; . 
For all your friends are in the rear. 
She next the ftatcly bull impior'd; 
And thus reply'd the mighty lord : 
Since ev'iY beaft alive can tell 
That I fincerely wifh you well, 
I may, without offence, pretend, 
To take the freedom of a friend ; 
Love calls me hence, a fav'rite cow 
Expecls m€ near yOn barley mow ; ' . 
And when a lady's in the cafe,' ' 
You know' all other things give place. 
To leave you thus, might feem unkind; 
But fee the goat is jUft behind. 
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The goat rcmark'd her prffe was hlgbj 
iHcr languid head, her ht^y .eye : 
My back, fays he, may da you harm; 
The fliecp's at hand, and wool is warm. 

The flieep wa^ feeble, and complam'd 
His fides a load* of wool fiiftain'd, 
Said he was Him, confeft his fears ; 
For hounds catfheep as well as hares. 
She ndw the trottmg calf addreft, 
To fave from death a friend diftrcft. 

Shall f,'fays he, of tender age, 
•In this importanjt care engage? 
Older and abler paft you bye; 
How ftrong are thoft ! how weak am I ! 
Should I prefume to bear you hence, 
Thofe friends of mine might take offence^ 
Excufe me then. Tou know my heart. 
But deareft friends, alas, m«ft pajt! 
How (hall ifc aW lamcintl Adieu. 
For fee the hoyndis arc juft in view. 

Lii. Tie Dog and the Fox. 

To a Law ver^ 

"W KNOW you La\vyers can with eafe, 
X Twift words .J\nd meanings as. you . pleafc 5, 
Tlxat language, by your fkill made pliant. 
Will bend to favour every client ; 
That 'tis the fee directs the fenfe 
To make out cither fide'is pretence. 
When you perufe the cleareft cafe. 
You fee it with a double fgyce; 
For fcepticifm's ^our . profeiflioii : 
You hold there's 4dubt in all expreffioh. 
Hence is the bar with fees fuppl/d \ 
Hence eloquence takes either fide; 
"YfHK hand would have but paltry gleaning, 
Cbiild cve/y man expicefs bis meaning. 

Who 



And ENTERTAINING FABLES. i8t 

Who dares prefume to pen a deed, 

Unlefs you prcvioufly are fee'd ? 

'Tis drawn ; and to augmait the coflr. 

In dull prolixity engroft : 

And how we're well fccur'd by law. 

Till the next brother find a flaw. 

Read o'er a will : Was't ever known. 
But you could make the will your own? 
For when you read, 'tis with intent 
To find out meanings never meant. 
Since things are thus, fe defendendo, 
I bar fallacious inuendo. 

Sagacious Forta*s ikill could trace 
Some beaft or bird in every face ; 
The head, the eye, the note's ihape^ 
Prov'd this an ewl, and that an ape. 
When, in the fketches thus defign-d, 
Refemblance brings fome friend to mind. 
You fhow the piece, and give the him. 
And find each feature in the print ; 
So monft'rous like the portrait's found. 
All know it, and the laugh goes round. 
Like him, I draw from gen'ral nature \ 
Is't I or you, then fix the fatire ? 

So, Sir, I beg you fpare your pains. 
In making comments on my ftraihs i 
All private (lander I deteft, 
I judge not of mj neighbour's bread: ; 
Party and prejudice I hate, 
And write no libels on the ftate. 

Shall not my Fable cenfure vice, 
Becauie . a knave is over-nice ? 
And, left the guilty hear and drendj^ 
Shall not the Decalogue be read ? 
If I laih vice ia gon'fal fi<5lion, 
Is't I apply or feSf-conviAion ? 
Brutes are my theme : Am I to blamej 
If Men in morals are the fame ? 
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I no man call or ape or afs^ 
Tis his own confcience holds the glafs. 
Thus void of all ofi^nce 1 write ; 
Who claims the Fable, knows his right, 

A Shepherd's Dog, unfkiird in fports, 
Pick'd up acquaintance of all forts i 
Among the reft, a Fox he knew, 
By frequent .chat their friendfhip grew. 

Says Reynard, 'l^is a cruel cafe. 
That man fhould ftigmatize our race : 
Ko doubt, among us, rogues you find^ 
As among dogs and human kind ; 
And yet (unknown to me and you) 
There may be honeft men and true. 
T hus {lander tries, whate'er it can. 
To put us on the foot with man. 
Let my own anions recommend. 
No prejudice can blind a friend ; 
You know me free from all difguiie, 
My honour as my life I prize. 

By talk like this, from all miftrfift 
The Dog was £ur*d, and thought him juft. 

As on a time the Fox held forth, 
On confcience, honefty, and worth, . 
Sudden he ftopp*d,, he cock'd his ear$ 
Low dropt his buftiy tail with fear.. 

Blefs us ! the hunters are abroad : 
What's all that clatter on the road ? 

Hold, (ays the Dog, we're fafc from harm^ 
'Twas nothing but a falfe alarm. 
At yonder town 'tis market-day. 
Some farmer's wife is in the way ; 
'Tis ib, (I know her pyebaird mare) 
Dame Dobbins with her poultry ware. 

Reynard grew huff. Says he, I his iheer 
From you I little thought to hear ; 
Your meaning in your looks I fee : 
Fray what's Dame Dob^bins, friend^ to me ? 

Did 
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Did I e'er make her poultry thinner ? 
Prove that I owe the Dame a dinner. 

Friend, quoth the Cur, I meant no h^rm : 
Then why fo captious? Why (6 warm? 
My words, in common acceptation. 
Could never give this provocation. 
No lamb (for ought I ever. knew) 
May be more innocent than you. . 

At this gall'd Reynard wincM and fwore. 
Such language ne'er was given before. 

What's lamb to me ? This iaucy hjnt 
Shews me bafe knave, which way you fquint* 
If t'other night your mafter loft 
Three lambs, am I to pay the coft ? 
Your vile refleftions would imply 
That Tm the thief. You Dog, you lie. 

Th<5u knave, thou fool, (the Dog reply VI) 
The name is juft, take either fide j 
Thy guilt thele applications fpeak, 
Sirrah, 'tis confcience makes you iqueak. 

So fayingj on the Fox he flies ; 
The felt-convicled felon dies. 



Liii. The VutTUKE, the Sparrow, and the other 

Birds. 

Sn? a Friend in the Country. 

>TT^RE I begin, . I rauft premife, 
P^ Our minifters are good and wife \ 

So, though malicious tongues apply. 

Pray, what care they, or what care I ? 
If I am free with coufts, be't known, 

I ne'er prefume to mean our own. 

If gen'ral morals feem to joke 

On minifters, and fuch like folk, 

4" 
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A captious fool may tdke. offence^ 
What then ? 'He knows his own pretence* 
I meddle with no ft ate affairs » 
But fpare my jeft tp fave my ears. 
Our pr,efent fchemes are too profound 
For Machiavel himfelf to found : • 
To cenfure *em Fve no prctenfion, 
I own they're paft my co«np?ehcnfion. 

You fay your brother wants a place, 
('Tis many a younger .brother's cafe) 
>\nd that he very foon intends 
To ply the court and tefaze his friends. 
If there his merits chance to find 
A patriot of an open pnind, 
Whofe conftant anions prove him juft 
To both a king's and people^s truft| 
May he w}th gratitude attend, 
And owe his rife to fuch a friend. 

You pniifc his parts for bus'nefs fit, 
His learning, probity, and wit \ 
But thofe alone will never do, 
Unlefs his patron have 'em. ,tOQ. 

I've heard of times (pray God defeiid us. 
We're net fo good but he can mend us) 
When wic4ccd minifters. have trod 
On kings and people, law alid ' Gbd ; 
AVith arrogance they girt the throne, 
And knew no int'reft but their cfvn. 
'J 'hen virtue, from preferment barr'd, 
Gets nothing but its own reward. 
A gang of petty knives atteml . 'em, 
"With proper' parts to recommend 'em : 
T hen, if his patron burn with luft,. 
''i'he firft in favour's pimp the firft. 
His doors are never clos'd, he fpies 
Who chear his ;heart with double lies : 
"ihey flatter him, his foes defame, 
b/o lull the pangs of guilt and iham?. 
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If fchemes of iticii^e harnit his* br9i»| 
Projectors fwett his greedy tram *y 
Vile brolqers ply his private ear, 
With jobs of {Sunder for the year-: 
All confciences muft bend and ply;* 
You mull vote otey, and \axom ftot why: 
Thro' thick zxA t^in yo^ ^muft gd on v 
One fcruple,— and your place is g6ne. 

Since plagues like thefe have emrft a^ lank!^ • 
And favourites cannot always' Aatidy 
Good courtiers fhould for chunge be ready, 
And not have prineiples too iSready ; 
For fhould ; a fcnbvr engrof^ the! prower, 
(God fhield the resdm from that fhd hour) 
He muft. have -rogues^ or flavifli jbols; 
For what's a knarve' ^\^ijdiout his tobis^ 

Wherever tlhdfe a people drain^ 
And ftrut v^ith infiony and gaiti, 
I envy not her guiit and ftete^ 
And fcorn to fliare the pubfic hate* 
Let their own farvilc cbcatord rhe, 
By fcreening fraud and Ventmg lics! 
Give ^ me, Jond HSeaved, a privatfe' ftation, 
A mipd ferene for contempiatidqr : 
Title and profit \ refign. 
The port of honour Ihali be njitte. 
My Fable read, thf nScrite view, 
Then herd who wiil with fudh a crew. 

In days of yor^ (inyi cantkws rhyfties 
Always cxcejit^ the prefiwtt titties) 
A greedy Vulture, fcill'd in game. 
Inured to guiK, uztaWd "By flume, 
ApproacVd the* tht»»c m evil* hour, . . 
And ftep by fiep intrudes to power : 
When at the rojal eagle's ear 
He longs to gafe- the monirdh^s wt\ . 
The iQQMreh ^ati * With pride clake,i 
Behold him* Jttuiifiieit ef fiate ! 
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Around him thrcfng the feather'd rout ; 
Friends mufl be ferv'd, and fome mud out* 
Each thinks his own the beft pretenfion \ 
This afks a plxe, and that a penfion* 

The Nightingale was fet afide ; 
A forward Daw his room fupply'd. 

1 his bird (lays he) for bus'neis fit, . 
Hath both fagacity and wit; 
With all his tumS| and fhifts, and tricks. 
He's docile, and at nothing iUcks : 
Then with his neighbours, one fo free 
At all times will connive at .me« 

The hawk had due difiinftion fhawn^ 
For parts and talents like his own. 

Thoufands of hireling cocks attend him^ 
As blufl'ring bullies to defend liim. 

At once the Ravens were difcarded. 
And Magpies with their pofts rewarded. 

Thofe fowls of omen I deteft^ 
That pry into anotherV , neft : . • 
State Ues muft lofe all good intent, 
For they forefee and croak th*. event; 
My friends ne'er think, but, talk by rote, 
Speak what they're taught, and fo to TOte. 

When rogues like thefe .(a jSparrow cries) 
To honours and employments rife, 
I court no favour, ,aik no place; • . i 

From fuch, prefer meiit : is id^g. ace : .i / i r- . 

Within my thatch'd : retreat I Btid ' i ? i. i i 
(What thele ne'er feel) true ^pcace of mind; . y j .. /. 
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LV. The Baboon and the PotJLTRT. 
To a Levee HuiirpR. ♦ .*, 

WE frequently, mifplace :eftcem^- ^ : ^ : 
By judging men by- what they fecm : ^ 
To birth, wealth, power, we ikould aUow 1 H. 
Precedence and our loweft b<)k ; 

In 
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In that is due: diftinAron fliewn : 
Edeem is Virtue's right alohe. 

With partial eye, we're apt to fee ' 

The man of noble pedigree^ t 

We're prepofleIl..my lord inherits ' . 
In fome d^gree^ bis grandfire's. merits; /.i 
For thofe we find upon record, > ..- 
But find him nothing but my lord. 

When we with fupevficial view 
Gaze on the rich, we're dazzl'd too : 
We know tha^- wealth, well underftood, 
Hath frequent power of doing good ; • .< 

Then fancy that the thing is done,^ . ■ . ^' 
As if the power and will were one. '.. 
Thus oft the cheated crowd adore 
T^he thriving knaves that keep 'em poor. 

The cringing train of power furvey ; 
What creatures are £b low as they! .i 

With what obfeqiiioufneis they bcnud ! 
To what vile actions - condefcend ! 
Their rife is on their meanneis huilt« • 
And flatt'ry i$ .their ibialleft guilt. . ' i " 

What homage, rev'rencc, adorationi 

In ev'ry age, in ev'ry nation, . i 

Have fycophants to pow'r addrefti 

No matter wsboi the pow'r poiIe(L 

Let minifters be what they will, .$ : 'i ♦ 

You find theiii leiees ^way^ fill: « :' y 

Ev'n thofe who have.perplex'd a ftate,> 

Whofe anions claimed * contempt and hate, ' ' 

Had wretcl^es'tb applaud their fchemes, ' 

l^ho' more abfurd than madmen's dreams* ■ 

When barb'rous Moloch was invok'd. 

The- blood of infants only fmoak'd: , n - 

But here (unlef^ aU hift*ry lies) 

Whole realms have been. a facrifice« . » 

Look through all courts : 'tis pow'r we find ' i 

TJhe gen'ral idol of mankind j, . . 

There 
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There worlhipp'd tmdcv ev^rf fbxps : 
Alike the lion, fox, and ape^ 
Are followed bye tinoe-fiErving .flave9>. 
Rich proftitutes, and needy SaavesL 

Who then (hall glory in his pofb? 
How frail his pride, bam vain has boaftf 
The followers of his pnxTp'iRms honb r 
Are as unftable as: his pow'ri. 
Pow*r, by the breath of flatt'ry nuriJr, 
The more it fwdis is nearer barft: 
The bubble breaks, the gewgaxr e»d% 
And in a dirty tear definsnd)i« 

Once on a time an ancient! maid. 
By wiflies and by time decayd^. 
To cure the pangs of reftiefs though, 
In birds and beafts amufement foi^ht; 
Dogs, parrots^ apes, her hours employed} 
With thefe alone &£ talk'd and toy'd. 

A huge Baboon her fancy tobk^ 
( AUnoft a man in fize and: look) 
He.fingerkl ev*r$r llbiiig he found, 
And mimicked aU. the fbr^mts round;. 
Then too his parte: and ready wit 
Shewed him for ev*ry bos'nen fit. 
With all thefe talents, 'twas bat jufr. 
That Pug (hould hoiii a place of tmft: 
So to her fiiv'rite i^s afl^'d 
The charge of all: her feabher'd kind; .< 
^was his to tend i-eln ewe and xoiomi 
And portion* <)utf their daily com. 
. Behold hiin> now with haughty firide^ 
AiTume a Buni£berial pride* 
The morning rofe* In hope of picking, 
Swans, turkeys, peacocks, ducks, and dbickeii^. 
Fowls of all ranks furnMind. hisi hut. .. 
To worfhip his important' Aiut\ 
The minifter Appears. The nroud 
Now hercj now there,, obfisquious boip^d^ 

This 
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This prais'd his p^rts, and thai his face, 

T'other his dignky in place ;i ' : . ; / ' 

From bill to bill the flat fry ran j 

He hear« and -bears it like a ma»: 

For, when we flatter felf-conccit, 

We but his fentliKieilcs rq)eat. ' 

If we're too fcrupuloufly juft, 

What profit's in a place of trail ? 

The common praftice of the great ^ .. 

Is, to .fecure a fmig retreat: ' * 

So Pug began to turri his brdiii - . 

(Like other fbllis in plhce) on gam. 
An applei- woman's ftaH lyas- near, 

Well ftock'rf with frtiits through all the year : 

Here ev'ry daj^ he cl^ram'd his guts; 

Hence were his hoards of pears ahd ntits : 

For 'twas agreed (ih way of trttdt) 

His payments fhouM in c6rn be made*. 
The ftock of gfain was quickly fpeiit, \ 

And no account wiiich way it w'eilt : 

Then to the Poultry's ftarv'd cOAdhiott ■ .' ' 

Caus'd ipeculation» of fulpidon. 

The fiifts were proved beyond difputts 

Pug muft refund hb hoards of fruit s 

And, though then minifter in chiefs 

Was branded as a public thief. 

Difgrac'd, d^fpi^'d, confihM to chains, 

He nothing but his priddrttainr. 

A goofe pafsM by; he kn^ the face. 

Seen ev'ry levee while in place. 

What, no re^eftf lio ret^rerice fliotWif 

How &ucy are thefe cfreatunis growtrf 

Not two days iince (fays he) yott \j/tNf'd • ' 

The loweft of ray favtrning crowd- 
Proud fool (repTies the gooft) 'ti^ tmie, ' ^ 

Thy com » fl^tt'ring fevee drewj 

For that I joiti'd the hungup tralri. 

And fold the datt'ry for thy gi>ain.: 

But 
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But then, as now conceited Ape, 
We (aw thee in thy proper lhape« 



Lv. Tie Ant in Office. 
To a F R I £ N D. . 

YOU tell me that you apjprehend 
My verfe may touchy folks offend. 
In prudence too you think my rhimes 
Should never fquint at courtiers crimes ; 
For though nor this, nor that is meant. 
Can you anotherfs Uioughts prevent? 

Tou aik me if I ever knew 
Court Chaplains thus the lawn .purfu^. 
I meddle not with gown or lai^n; 
Poets, I grant, to: rife muft, fawn. ,., 
They know great ears are oyer nice. 
And never fhbck their patron's vicew 
But I this hackney path defpifci 
' 1 is my ambition not to rife : 
If I muft proftitute the n^ufe. 
The beft conditions 1 refufe*. / ,' . 

I neither flatter or defame: 
Yet own I would bring guilt to (hame*, 
If I corruptioh's hand e^pofe^ > 

I make corrupted men my fo^s. 
What then ? I hate the paltry tribe. 
Be virtue mine : Be theirs the bribe. 
I no man's property invade: 
Corruption's yet^no lawful trade; 
Nor would it mighty JUs produce. 
Could I fhame bribery out of ufe. ; 
I know 'twould cramp moft politicians, .- 
Were they ty'd down to thefe conditions: 



• »t 



Twould 



And EN'TERTAINING FABLES. 191 

TTwould ftint their ppw'r, Aeir' riches bounds 
And make their pfarts feern lefs profound. 
Were they denjr'd their proper tools, 
How could they lead their knaves and fools ? 
Were this the cafe, let's take a vien^ 
What dreadful mifchiefs would enfue? 
Though it might aggrandize the 'ftate. 
Could private lux'ry dine on plate? 
Kings might indecfd their friends regard, "; . 
But minifters find- lefs regard; • ' 
' Informers, fycophants, and fpics, . ••' '• ' 
Would not augment the year's fupplies : ' 
Perhaps too, take a\ii^ay this 'prop, - 
An annual jobb or two might -drop. 
Befides, if penfions were dehy^d, ' . " . 
Could Av'rice fupport its pride? 
It might ev'n niinifters' confound, •' 
And yet the ftate. be fafe and found*. \ 

I care not though 'tis underftood, * 
I only mean my country's gobd : 
And (let who will- my freedom blame) 
I wUh all courtier's did the ftme. 
Nay, though fome folks the lofs might get, 
I wiih the nation out 6f debt. - 

• r -t 

I put no private man's; ambition 
With public good in competition : '' 
Rather than have our laws defac'd 
I'd vote *a minifter difgrac'd. 

I ftrlke at vice be't where it wiU j 
And what if ^reat fools take it ijl? « ' '• . 
I hope, corruption, brib'ry, penfioii,' ' , 
One may with deteftatioh mention : 
Think you the law (let who will take it) 
Can fcandalum magnatum make it ? \ 

I vent no flander, owe no grudge," 
Nor of another's • confciencc- judge ; 
At him or him I take no aim, 
Yet '■ dare againft all vice declaim, 

ShaU 
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Shall I w4 ixx^nre t^each of truft, 
Becaufe |cAavc& k^ow thea^fdives lu^uft? 
That fteward» wh<^ acco^at is c^ejar^ 
Denvtnds his honour imay appear ; 
His aftions jk&wr ^huu the light ; 
He is, and would be prov'd upright. 

But then yq)x thii^): vff &ble bcar& 
Alluiion too to.i^e a^irs 

I grant^it 4fl^s; ^od who's fp freat^ 
That has the privilege to chfat ? 
If then in any fut^e reign 
(For minifter^ may thirft for g^^} 
Corrupted hands 4cfraud the nation^ 
I bar no reader's application. 
An Ant there was, whoic forward T^mttfif^ 
Control'd all matters in d^|>au » 
Whether he knew the thiijig or no. 
His tongue etqr^lly would go; 
For he had isnpudence at will^ 
And boafted univerial tkiU. 
Ambition was his poU;it in view. 
Thus by degrees to pow'r.he grew. 
Behold blm now his dri^ attain: 
He's made chief treafujrer of tl^e grain* 

But as their ancient l^ws are juft. 
And punifh breach of publip t^ufty . 
'Tis ordcr'd (left wropg aj)plica^ion 
Should ftarve that wife indufli:ious nation} 
That all accounfis be 6ated clear. 
Their ftock, and wj^at defrayed the ye^ % 
The auditors fHall thefe infpeft. 
And public rapin/s jtiUus/b^e check'd; 
For this the fofeo^u ^^, was iet; , 
The auditors in: council met. ' 

The gran'ry keeper njaift explain. 
And balance His .account of grain: 
He brought (fince l^e could not refufc '-^m) 
Some fcraps of ps^er ^toi sMXti^fe 'em. 

•An 
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An honed , Pifmire, warm with zeal. 
In juftice to the public weal, 
Thus fpokc : The nation's hoard ir low : 
From whence does this pY-ofufion flow ? 
I know your annual fund's amount : 
Why fuch expisnce ? and where*s th' account ? 

with wonted arrogance and pride, 
The Ant in Office thus reply*d : 

Confider, Sirs, were fccrets told, 
How could the beft-fchem*d projefts hold ? 
Should we ftate myfteries dilclole, 
'I 'would lay us open to our foes ; 
My duty and my welUknown zeal 
Bid me our prelent fchemes conceal : 
But, on my honour, all th* expence 
(Fho' vaft) was for the fwarm's defence. 

They pafs'd th' account, as fair and juft, 
And voted him implicit truft. 

Next year again the gnin'ry drained. 
He thus his innocence maintain'd : 

Think how our prefent matters (land. 
What dangers threat from ev'ry handj 
What hpfts of turkeys ftroll for food. 
No farmer's wife but hath her brood* 
Confider, when invafion's near. 
Intelligence muft coft us dear ; 
And, in thi/ ticklish lit nation, 
A fecret told betrays the nation.' 
But, on my honour, all th' expence 
( I ho' vaft) was for the fwarm's defence. 

Again, without exnmlnaticn, 
Xhcy thank'd his fage adminiftration. 

'I'hc year revolves. l he treafure fpcnt, 
Again in fecret fervice went. 

His honour too again was pledg'd, 
Xo fatisfy the charge ailed g'd. 

When thus, with panic Ihame poflcft, 
An auditor his fx'icnds addrcit : 

R What 
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What are we ? minifterial tools ; « 
We little knaves arc greater fools. 
At laft this fecret is explor'd, 
Mis our corruption thins the hoard* 
For cv'ry grain we touch'd, at leaft 
A thouiand his own heaps increas'd. 
1 hen, for his kin and fav'rice fpies, 
A hundred hardly could fuffice. 
1 hus for a paltry, iheaking bribe, 
We cheat ourfclves and all the tribe; 
For all the magazine contains 
Grows from our annual toil aftil pains* 

I hey vote th' account fliall be inlpeAed ; 
The cunning plundVer is detected: 

The fraud is I'entenc'd — and his hoard^ 
As due to public ufe, rcftor'd. 



Lvi. The Bear in a Boat. 
TbaCoxcoMB. 

THAT man muft daily wifer grow, 
Whofe fearch is bent himfelf to know ; 
Impartially he weighs his fcope, 
And on firm reafon founds his hope; 
He tries his iirength before the race. 
And never feeks his own difgrace ; 
He knows the coiiipafs, fail, and oar. 
Or never launches from the fliore; 
Before he builds, computes the cott. 
And in no proud purluit is loil : - 
He learns the bounds of human fenfe, 
An 1 Tafely walks within the fence : 
'\ l\us, conlcious of his own dtft.<St, 
Ar.j priJe and felf-importance check*d# 

If then^ felf-icnowledge to purfue 
Direct our life in ev'ry view, 



Of 
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Of all the fools that prkle can boaft, 
A Coxcomb claims diftinftion moft. 

Coxcombs are of all ranks and kind, 
They're not to fcx or age confin'd, 
Or rich or poor, or great or fmall^ 
And vanity befots'em all. 
By Ignorance is pride increas'cl, 
Thofe moft affume who know the leaft 5 
Their own falle balance gives 'em weight. 
But ev'ry other finds them, light. 

Not that all Coxcombs folli;;s ftrike> 
And draw our ridicule alike \ 
To difF'rent - merit each pretends: 1 

1 -his in love- vanity tranfcends ; ^ 
That, fmitten with his, face and fliape, 
By drefs diftinguifhes the ape ; 
T'other ^with learning crams his fhelf, 
Knows books and all things but himfelf. 

All thefe are fools of low condition, 
'Compar'd with Coxcomb? of ambition; 
For thofe, puff'd up with flatt'ry, dare 
Affume a nation's various care: 
They ne'er the groffeft praife miftriift. 
Their fycophants feem hardly juftj 
For thefe, in part alone, attcft 
The flatt'ry their own thoughts fuggeft- 
In this wide fphcre a Coxcomb's ihown 
In other realms befide his own : 
The felf-deem'd Machiavel at larije. 
By turns controuls in ev'ry charge. 
Does commerce fufFer in her rights ? • 
*Tis he dirt^b the naval flights. ' 

What failot dares difpute his Ikill ? 
He'll be an adm'ral when he will. 
Now, meddling in the foldier's trade, . ' ^ 
Troops muft be hir'd, and levies made. 
He gives ambafladors their cue • 
His cobbled tre«uiesto reqew, 

R 2 And 
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And annual taxes muft fulGce 
The current blunders to difguife. 
When his crude fchemes in air arc loft. 
And millions fcarcc defray the coft. 
His arrogance (nought difmay'U) 
■ Trufting in felf-fufficient aid^. 
On other rocks miilguides the realm. 
And thinks a "pilot at the helm. 
He ne'er fufpefts hfe want of Ikill, 
But bhuiders on from ill to ill j . 
And, when he fails of all intent* 
Blames only unforefcen event. ^^^ 

Leil you mift^ke the application. 
The Fable calls me to relation. 

A Bear^ pf fhag aiid mapners > rQuj^, 
At climbing trees expert enough, 
For dext'roi^fly, ana Igfe from harn(i. 
Year after year he robb'd the fwarm* 
Thus, thriving on induftrious toil, 
He glory'd in his pilfer 'd fpoil. 

This trick fo fweird him with cppccit,' 
He thought no enterprjze too gre^t« 
Alike in fciences and arts, 
He boafled uniy^fal parts; 
Pragmatic, feufy, buftUng, bqldf 
His .arrogance wAs uncontroul'd : 
And thus the pntade his par>ty good* 
And grew dictator of the.wood. 

The beaf^s, with admiration, ftaren 
And think him a prodigiotis .Bear. 
Were any copunon. booty got, 
'Twas his each portion to allot; 
For why, he found there might be pif^k;ng,.. 
Ev'n in the carving of a chicken. 
Intruding thus, he hy degrees 
Cl^im'd to the butcher's larger fc^s. 
Aad now his over-weening pride 
lu ev'ry province will preiide. 

No 
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No tafk^ too difl5cult was found ; 
His Wund*ring ndfe miflcads the hiound: 
In ftratagem nnd.fulitle arts, 
He over-rufes the' fox's 'farts. 

It chanc'd, .as on a fcertain day, 
Along the bank he topk hb way, 
A boat, whh rudder, fail, and oar,. 
At anchor floated near the JihQre« 
He ftopt, and turning to his traui^ 
Thus pertly vents his vaunting ftrain : 

Wliat blundering puppies are^ mankind. 
In evVy fcience always blind ! 
I mock the pedantry . of fchools j • 

What are their compafles and rjules ? 
From me that helm ihall conduct learxij, 
And man his i ignorance difcern. 

So faying, with audacious piide. 
He gains the boat, .and climbs the fide:: 
The beafts aftonifhM line the ftrand,, 
The anchor's weigh'd, he drives from h'.nd j, 
The flack fails fliift from fide to fide, 
The boat untrimm'd adii^its the tide; 
Borne doim, adrift, at random toft, 
His oar breaks fliort,, the rudder's, loft.- 
The Bear,, prefuming in his fluU,, 
Is here and there o£cious ftill ; 
'Till ftriking on the dang'rous fands. 
Aground tiie ihatier'd veflcl ftands- 

To fee the bungler thus diftreft,. 
The very fiihes fnecr and jeft ;. 
Ev'n gudgeons join in ridicule, 
To morti:^ the meddling fool. 
The claui'rous^ v/atermen appear. 
Threats, curfes, oaths infuit >Js ear 5- 
Seiz'd, thrafli'd, and chained, he's dragg'd to land ^ 
Deufloh ihouts along the ih and. 
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tvii. The S Q^u 1 n E and bU Cv R« 
To a Country Gentleman. 

THE man of pure and fimple heart, 
Through life difdains a double part j 
He never needs the.fcreen of lies 
His inward bofom to difguife. 
In vain malicious tongues aflail, 
Let envy fnarl, let flander rail. 
From virtue*s ftiield (fecure from wound) 
Their blunted venom'd flints rebound. 
So fhines his light before mankind. 
His anions prove his honeft mind. 
If in his country's' caufe he rile, 
Debating fenates to advife, 
Unbrib'd, unaw'd, he dares Impart 
'I'he honeft diftates of his heart ; 
No minifterial frown he fears, 
But in his virtue perfeveres. 

But would you play the politician, ' 
Whofe heart's averfe to intuition. 
Your lips at all times, nay, your reafon, 
Muft be controuPd by place and fealon. 
What ftatefman could his pow'r fiijpport^ 
Were lying tongues forbid the court i 
Did princely ears to truth attend. 
What minifter conld gain his end ^ 
ilow could he raife his tools to pbce^ 
And how his honeft foes dHgrace ? ' 

That politician tops his part. 
Who readily can lie with art"; 
Th*e man's proficient in his trade, 
Hi^ pow'r is ftrong, bis fortune's made. 
By that the int'reft of the throne 
Is made fubfervient to his own 5 
By that have kings of old deluded 
Ail their own friends for hjs excluded : : 
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By that, his felfifh fchemes purfiiing^ 
He thrives, upon the public ruin. 

Antiochtis with hardy pace 
Provok'cl the dangers of the chace; 
And, loft from all his menial train. 
Traversed the wood and pathlefs plain : 
A cottage lodg*d the royal guefl, 
The Parthian clown brought forth his bcft: 
The king unknown, his fcaft enjoy'd. 
And various chat the hours employed.- 
From wine what fudden friendfliip ' fprings f 
Frankly they talk of courts and kings. 

We country-folk (the clown replies) 
Cou'd ope oui' gracious monarch's eyes: 
The king (as all our neighbours fay) 
Might he (God blefs him !) have his way. 
Is found at heart , and means our good. 
And he would do it, if he coa*d. 
If truth in courts were ^ot forbid. 
Nor kings nor fubjcfts would be rid* 
Were he In powV, we need not doubt him jr 
But that transferred to thofe about him, 
On them he throws the regal cares : 
And what mind they ? their own afiairs* 
If fuch rapacious hands he truft, 
The beft of men may fecm unjuft : 
From kings to coblers, *tis the fame j 
Bad fervants wound their matter's fame* 
In this our neighbours all agree: 
Would the king knew as much as we. 
Here he ftopt ihort. Repofe they fought t 
The peafant ftept, the monarch thought. 

The courtiers learnt, at early ifawn, ■ 

Where their loft fov*reign**was withdrawn* 
The guard's approach our hoft alarms, 
With ^aiidy coats the cottage fwarms ^ 
1 h^ crown and purple robes they bruig. 
And proftiate fall before the king. 

The 
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The clown was call'd ^ the rayal gueft 
Br due reward his thanks expreft. 
The king then turning to the crowd. 
Who fawnix}gly before him.bow'd. 
Thus fpoke : Since, bent on private gajn^ ' 
Tour council firft milled my reign. 
Taught and inform'd by you al<Hic, 
No truth the royal ear hath known. 
Till here cpnverung. Hence, ye crewj 
For now I know myfclf and you. 

Whene'er the royal ear's cnjgtoft. 
State lies but little genius coft : 
The fav'rite then fccurely robs, 
And gleans a nation by his jobs : 
Franker and bolder grown in ill,. 
He daily poifons . dares inftil ;. 
And, as his prefent views fuggeft. 
Inflames or fooths the royal breaft. 
Thus wicked minifters^ opprefs, , 
When oft the monarch means redrefe. 

Would kings their private fubjcfts hearj 
A minifter muft talk with fear;. 
If honefly opposed his views, 
He dar'd not innocence accufe f 
'Twould keep him in fuch narrow bound^ 
He could not right nor wrong confound. 
Happy were kiags, could they difclofe 
Their real.&iends and real foes ! 
Were both themfelves and fiibje<5b known^ 
A monarch's will might be his own : 
Had he the ufe of ears and eyes,^ 
Knaves would no more be counted wife. 
But then a minifter might lofe 
(Hard cafe !) his own ambitious views. 
When fuch as thefe have vex'd a ftate, 
Purfu'd b]f univerial hate. 
Their falle fiipport at once .have fail'd. 
And perfeveruig truth prevaU'fl ;. 
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Expos'd their traiq of fraud is feen; 
Tl-uth will at laft remove the fcreen. 

A country fquire, .by whim direfted, 
The true, ftaunch dogs of chaee negle^fted: 
Bdneath his hoard no hound was fed ; 
His hand ne'er ftroak'd the fpaniers head: 
A fnappifh 9ur alone cared. 
By lies had banifh'd all the reft: 
Yap had his earj and .defamation 
Gave him full fcope of converfation. 
His fycophants muft be preferr'd; 
Room muft be made for all .his herd: 
Wherefore, to bring .his fchcmes about^ 
Old faithful fervants all muft Qut. 

The cur on ev'ry creature flew, 
(As other great men's puppies <Jo) 
Unlcfs due court to him were .ihown, 
And bqth their face and hus'n^fs kn£^wn» 
No honeft tongue an audience founds 
He worried all the feuimts xoundj 
For why, he liv d in conftant ifear, 
Left truth, by chance, ihould interfere* 
If any ftranger dar'd intrude, 
The noify Cur his heels . jpurfu'd ; 
No^w fic;rcQ.with r^gc, now.-ftrucic jHirith dread^ 
At once he fnarj'd, he bit, and fled : 
Aloof he .brays, with ^briftling hair. 
And thus in fecret growls bis fear: 
Who knows but truth in this difguife. 
May -frttftratc my bcft guarded lies-?- - ' - - 
Should ihe, thus jnajkld, admitfancc fii^d, , 
That very hour my ruin's fign'd. 

Now, in his howl's continued found, 
Their words were loft, the voice was drown'd: 
Eyer in awe of honeft tongues, . ^^ 

Thus ev'ry day he fti^in'd his lungs. 

It happen'xi, in ^ilUomcn'd fyxar^ 
That Yap, unmii|(£ful of .his pq^Vt 

" Tor- 
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Forfook his poft, to love inclined ; 
A fav'ritc bitch was in the windi 
By her . feduc'd, in am'rous phy, 
They 'frilky the joyous hours away. 
Thus by untimely love purfufng, 
Like Antony, he fought his ruin. 

For now the Squire, unvex'd with noife^ 
An honed neighbour's chat enjoys. 
Be free, fays he, your mind impart: 
I love a friendly open heart. 
Methinks my tenants Ihun my gate: 
Why fuch a ftranger grown of late ? 
Pray tell me what offence they find ? 
'Tis plain, they're not fo well inclin'd. 

Turn off your Cur, the farmer cries. 
Who feeds your ear with daily lies: 
His fnarling infolence offends; 
'Tis he that keeps you from your friends. 
Were but that fancy puppy check'd, 
You'd find again the fame refpeft. 
Hear only him, he'll fwear it too, 
That all our hatred is to you : 
But learn from us your true eftate^ 
'Ti^ that curft Cur alone we hate. 
The Squire heard truth. Now Yap rtifh'd in. 
The wide hall echoed with his din^ 
Yet truth prevail'd ; and, with difgracc. 
The Dog was cudgell'd out of place. 



LVllI. Tie CouNTUTMAiJ and JvviT^K. 

To M T S E^ t F. 

' * * . 

HAVE you a friend, look round and ipy. 
So fond, fo prepoffeft'd, as I ? 
Your faults, fo obvious to mankitid, • 
My partial eyes could never find. 

When 
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^Vlien, by the breath of Fortune blownj 
Your airy caftles were o'crthrowi^, 
Have I been oyer prone to blame. 
Or mortify'd your hours with fhame ? 
Was I e'er known to damp your fpirit. 
Or twift you with the want of merit? 

*Tis not fo- ftrange that Fortune's frown 
Still perfeveres to keep you down. 
Look round, and fee what others do. 
Would you be rich and honeft too ? 
Have you, like thofe fhe raised to place. 
Been opportunely mean and bafe? 
.Have you, as times requir'd, refign'd 
Truth, honour, virtue, peace of mind ? 
If thefe are fcruples, give her o'er; 
Write, pradlife morals, and be poor. 
The gifts of Fortune truly rate ? 
Then tell me what would mend your ftate. 
If happinefs on wealth were built,. 
Rich rogues might comfort find in guilt. 
As grows the mifer's hoarded ftore, 
His fears, his wants increafe the more. 
• Think, Gay, what ne'er may be the cafe> 
Should Fortune take you into grace. 
Would that your happinefs augment ? 
What can fhe give above content ? 

Suppofe yourf^ilf a wealthy heir. 
With a vaft annual income clear; 
In all the affluence you poffefs. 
You might not feel one care the lefs : 
Might you not then, like others find. 
With change of fortune, change of mind? 
Perhaps, profiife beyond all rule. 
You might ftart out a glaring fool; 
Your luxiwy might break all bounds; 
Plate, table, iiorfes, ftewards, hounds. 
Might fwell your debts; then, iuft of play 
No regal income can defray: 

Sunk 
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Sunk IS all' credit, writs *afiail| 
And doom your future life to jaiF; 

Or were ypu dignifyd'wkh po#V, 
Would that avert one penfive hour! 
You might • give avarice its fwing, 
Defraud a /nation, blind a king : 
Then, from the hirelings in your cattle^ 
Though daily fed with ialfe applaafe. 
Could it a real joy impart?' 
Great guilt knew never jby at heart. 

Is happinefs your point in view ? 
(I mean the ihtriniic and the true) 
She nor in camps nor courts reiides. 
Nor in the humble cottage hides ; 
Yet found alike in ev'ry i'pherc; 
Who finds Content, will find her there. 

O'erfpent with toil, beneath the fhade, 
A Peafant refted on a fpade. 
Good Gods, he cries, 'tis hard to bearn 
This load of life from year to year ! 
Soon as the morning ftreaks the ikieis, 
Induftrious labour bids me rife ; 
With fweat I earn my homely fare. 
And cv'ry day renews my care. 

Jove heard the difcontented flrain, 
And thus rebuk'd the murmVmg fwain: 

Speak out your wants then, honeft friend 5 
Unjuft complaints the Gods ofiend. 
If you repine at partial fate,' 
InitruA mc what could mend your ftatfe. 
Mankind in ev'ry nation fee. 
What wilh you? tell m« what you*d be. 

So faid, upborne upon a cloud, 
The clown lurvey'd the anxious crowd. 

Yon face of care, fays Jove, behold. 
His bulky bags are fill'd with gold 5 
See with what joy he counts it o'er I 
That fum tonlay hath iw^ll'd his ftore. 

AVerc 
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Were I that man, the Peafant cry'd, • 
What bleffing could I aik befide ? 

Hold, fays the Ggd ; firft learn to know 
True happinefs from outward (how, 
iThis optic glafs t)f intuition—-^ 
Here, take it, view his true condition. 

He look'd, «and faw the mifer's breaft 
A troubled ocean, ne'er at' reft \ 
Want ever f^es him In the face^ 
And fear anticipates difgrace : 
With confcious guilt he faw him ftart, 
Extortioa* knav& his throbbing heart \ 
And never, or in thought or dream* 
His breaft admits, one happy gleam. , 

May Jove, he cries, rejeA my prayer, 
^And guard my life from guilt and car&y 
My foul abhors that wretch's fate, 

keep me in my humble ftate 1 
But fee, amidft a gaiidy crowd. 
Ton minifter ib gay and proud ; 
On him what haj^inefs attends. 
Who thus rewards his grateful friends! 
Firft take the glafs, the God replies, 

-Man views the world with partial eyes. 

Good Gods ! exclaims die ftartled Wlgbtj 
Defend me from . this hideous fight ! 
Corruption, with corroiive fmart. 
Lies cankVing on his guilty heart; 

1 fee him, with polluted l]uand. 
Spread the conugion o'er the land; 
Now avarice, with infatiate jaws, 
Now rapfaie, with her harpy claws. 
His bofom tears. His conldous breaft 
Groans with a load of crimes oppfeft. - 
See him, mad and drunk with power,] 
Stand tott'ring on Ambition's tower: 
Sometimes, in fpeeches vain and proud, 
His boaAs infult the nether crowd ; 

' ' S Now, 
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Now, feiz'd with giddinefs and fear. 
He trembles left his fall is near. 

Was ever wretch like this ? he cries^ 
Such mifery in fuch difguife! 
l^he change, O Jove, I difavow; 
i3till be my lot the fpade and plough* 

He next, confirmed by fpeculatioti^ 
Keje& the lawyer's occupation : 
For he the ftatefman feem*d in party 
And bore fimilitude of heart* 
Nor did the fcJdier's trade inflame 
His hopes with thirft of fpoil and £ime : 
The miferies of war he moum'd. 
Whole nations into defarts tum'd. 

By thefe have laws and rights been brav*d i 
By thefe was firee-bom man enflav'd : 
When battles and invafion ceafe, ' 
Why fwarm they in the lands of peace? 
^>uch change, fays he, may I decline j 
The fcythe and civil arms be mine! 

Thus, weighing life in each condition. 
The Clown withdrew his raih petition* 

When thus the God : How mortals err ! 
If you true happineis prefer, 
Tis to no rank of life confin'd. 
But dwells in every honeft mind. 
Be juftice then your fole purinit. 
Plant virtue, and content's the fruit. 

So Jove, to gratify the Clown, 
Where firft'he found him fet him down; ~ 



Lix. Tie Man, the Cat, tie Dog, and tie Flt. 

Tq my Native Country. 



H 



AIL, happy land, whofe fertile grounds 
The li<][uid fence of Nfptime bounds ^ 

By 
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By bounteous Nature fct apart, 

• This feat of induftry and art. 
O Britain, chofen port of trade. 
May luxury ne'er thy fons invade ) . 
May never miniftcr (intent 

His private treafures to augment) 
Corrupt thy ftate. If jealous foes 
Thy rights of commerce dare oppoie. 
Shall not thy fleets their rapine awe ? 
Who is*t prefcribes the ocean law? 
Whenever neighb'ring ftates contend, 
'Tis thine to be the gen'ral friend. 
What is't, who rules in other lands ? 
On trade alone thy glory ftands. 
That benefit is unconfin'd, 
Diffiiiing good . among mankind. 
That firft gave luftre to thy reigns^ 
And ftratter'd plenty o'er the plains : , 

'T^is that alone thy wealth fuppHcs, 
And draws all Europe's envious eyes. 
Be commerce then thy fole defign ; 
Keep that, and all the world is thine. 

When naval traffic ploughs the main. 
Who fliares not in the merchant's gain? 
'T is that fupports the regal ftatie. 
And makes the farmer's heart elate ; 
The num'rous flocks that clothe the land^ 
Can fcarce fuppiy the loom's demand \ 
Prolific culture glads the fields. 
And the bare heath a .harveft yields. 

Nature expe^ mankind ihould fhare 
The duties of the public care. 
Who's bom for floth ? To fomc we find 
The ploughihare's annual toil afiign'd ; 
Some at the founding anvil glow. 
Some the fwift-fliding fhuttle throw; 

* Some, ftudious of the wind and tide. 
From pole to pole our commerce £uidc} 

S % 5on:e, 
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Some, taught by induftry, impart 
With hands and feet the works of art ; 
While fome, of genius more refin'd. 
With head and tongue affift niankind: 
Each, aiming at one common end, 
Proves to the world a needful friend. 
Thus, born each other's ufeful aid. 
By turns are obligations paid* 

The monarch, when his table's fpread. 
Is to the clown oblig'd for bread ; 
And when in all his glory dr^fl. 
Owes to the looqn his royal veft: 
Do not the mafon's toil and care 
ProteA him from the inclement air ; - 
Does not the cutler's art fupply 
^i he ornament that guards his thigh ? 
All thefe., in duty to the throne, ' 

"f heir ci>mmon obligations own. 
'Tis lie, his own and people's caufe^ 
Protefts their properties and laws : - 
Thus they their honeft toil 'employ. 
And with content the fruits enjoy ^ 
In every rank, or gi^eat or fmall, 
' i is induftry fupports us all. 

The animals, by *want oppreft. 
To man their fervices addreft : 
While each purfu'd their felfifh good. 
They hungered for precarious food ; 
Their hours with anxious cares were vext^ 
One day they fed, and ftarv'd the next: 
7^hey law that plenty, fure and rife. 
Was found alone in focial life i 
That mutual induftry profeft 
The various wants of man rcdreft. 

.T4ie Cat, half-famifli'd, lean and weak| 
Demands the privilege to fpeak. 

Well, Pufs, fays Man, and what can you . 
'i'o benefit the public do ? 

The 
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The Cat replies : Thcfe teeth, thefe claws. 
With vigilance fhall fcrve the caufc. 
The moufe, deftroy'd ,by my purfuit, 
' No longer (hall your feafts pollute ^ 
Nor rats, from nightly ambufcade. 
With wafteful teeth your ftores invade. 

I grant, fays Man, to genVal ufe 
Your parts and talents may conduce ; 
For rats and mice purloin our grain. 
And threfhers whirl the flail in vain: 
Thus fhall the Cat, a foe to fpoil, 
Proteft the farmer's honefl toil. 

Then, turning to the Dog, he cry'd. 
Well, Sir, be next your merits try'dl 

Sir, fays the Dog, by felf-applaufe 
We feem to own a friendlefs caufe* 
Afk thofe who know me, if diftruft 
E'er found me treacherous or unjuflr. 
Did I e'er faith or friendfhip break? 
Afk all thofe creatures ; let them fpeak. 
My vigilance and trufly zeal. 
Perhaps might ferve the public weal ; 
Might not your flocks in fafety feed. 
Were I to guard the fleecy breed ? 
Did I the nightly watches keep, 
Could thieves invade you while you fleep? 

The Man replies : ' T'ts jufl and right> 
Rewards fuch fervice fhould requite 
So rare, in property, we find 
Trufl uncorrupt among mankind ;. 
That, taken in a public view. 
The firfl diflinftion is your due. 
Such merits all reward tranfcend; 
Be then my comrade and my friend ^- 

Addreffing now the Fly. From yoii^ 
What public fervice can accrue? 

From me ! the flutt 'ring infeft faid ^ 
I thought you knew me better bred* 

S 3 Scr^ 



2IO ^SELECT MORAL 

Sir, Fin a gemleman* Is't fit^ 

That I to induftry fubmit ? 

Let mean mechanics, to be fed. 

By- bus'nefs earn ignoble bread: 

Loft in excefs of daily joys. 

No thought, no care, my life annoys/ 

At noon, the lady's matin hour, * 

I fip the tea's delicious flower ? 

On cates luxurioufly I dine. 

And drink the fragrance of the vine. 

Studious of elegance and eafib, 

Myfelf alone I leek to pleafe. 

The Man his pert conceit derides, 
J\nd thus the ufelefs coxcomb chides : 

Hence, from that peach, that downy featy 
No idle fool deferves to eat. 
Could you have fapp*d the bluihing rind^. 
And on that pulp ambrbfial din'd. 
Had not fome'hand, with {kill and toil. 
To raife the tree, prepar'd the foil? 
Coniider, fot, .what would enfue. 
Were all fuch worthlefi things as you : 
You'd fooh be forced, by hunger ftung. 
To make your dirty meals on dung, 
On which fuch defpicable need, 
Unpity'd, is reduc'd to feed. 
Bi^fides, vain, felfiih infeA, learn, 
(If you can right and wrong diicern) 
That he who with induftrious zeal, 
Contributes to the public weal, 
By adding to the common good. 
His own hath Wghtly underftood* 

So faying, with a fudden blow. 
He liiid the noxious vagrant low : 
Crufli'd in his luxury and pride. 
The fpunger on the public dy'd. 



hX. Tie 
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Lx. The Jaccall, Leopard, and otber Beasts* 
To a Modern Politician. 

} GRANT corruption fways mankind, 
That int'reft too perverts the mind; 
hat bribes have blinded common fenfej 
Foil'd reafon, truth, and eloquence : 
I grant you too, our prefent crimes 
Can equal thofe of former times. 
Againft pbin £aAs (hall I engage. 
To vindicate our righteous age ? 
I know, that in a modern fift, 
Bribes In full energy fubfift : 
Since then thefe arguments prevail, 
And itching palms are ftill io frail. 
Hence Politicians, you fuggeft. 
Should drive the nail that goes the beft; 
That it fhews parts and penetration. 
To ply men with the right temptation. 

la this I humbly muft difient, 
Fremiiing, no refleAion^s meant. 

Does juftice, or the client's fen/e. 
Teach lawyer's either fide's defence? 
The fee gives eloquence its fptrit \ 
That only is the client's merit. 
Does art, wit, wifdom, or addrefs^ 
Obtain the proftitute's carefs ? 
The guinea, as in other trades. 
From every hand alike perfuades. 
Man, fcripture fays, is iHt)ne to evil: 
But does that vindicate the Devil ? 
Befides, the more mankind are prone, 
The lefs the Devil's parts are fhewn. 
Corruption's not of modern datej 
It hath been try'd in every Hate: 
Great knaves of old their power have iSnc'd 
By places^ penflons^ bribes, difpens'dj 
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By thcfe tkey* gjiorfd in fucceis. 
And impudently dar'd opprefs; 
By thcfc defpoticly they fway*d. 
And flaves extolled the hand that paid; 
Nor partSi nor genius were employ'd^ 
By thefe alone were realms deftroy'd. 
Now, fee'theie wretches in difgrace, 
Stript of their treafures, power, and pla^e : 
View* 'em abandon'd and forlorn. 
Exposed to juft reproach and fcorn. 
What now is all your pride, your boaft? 
Where are your flaves, your flatt'ring hoft ? 
What tongues now feed you with applaufe? 
Where are the champions of. your caufe i 
Now e'en that v^ry fawning train, 
Which fhar'd thp gleanings of your gain^ 
Prefs foremoft who ih^l firft acqufe 
Your felfifh j<rf>9, your paltry views. 
Your narrow fchemes, your breach of truft^ 
And want of talents to be juft. 
What fools were tjxefe amidft their pow^r ! 
How thoughtlefs of their adverie hour ! 
What friends were made ? A hireling herd^ 
For temporary votes preferr'd. 
Was it, thefe fycpphants to get. 
Your bounty fwcll'd a nation's debt i 
You're bit. For thefe, like Swifs, attend^ 
No longer pay, no longer friend. 

The Lion is, beypnd difpute, 
AUow'd the moft majeftic brute ; .^ 
His valour, and his g^n'rous mind 
prove him fuperior oT his kind. 
Yet to Jackalls, as 'tis averr^, 
Some Lions have their power transferr'd: 
As if the parts of pimps and fpies 
To govern forefts could fuflice. 

Once, ftndious of his private good^ 
A proud j[ackaU pppreft the wooa; 
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To cram his own infatiate- jaws. 
Invaded property and laws: 
The foreft groans with difcontent, 
Frefh wrongs the gen'ral hate foment. 
The fpreading murmurs reach'd his ear: 
His fecret hours were vex'd with fear: 
Night after night he weighs the cafe^ 
And feels th&» terrors of difgrace. 

By friends, ifays he^ Til guard my feat^ 
.By thofe malicious tongues defeat; 
ril ftrengthen poVr by new allies^ 
And all my clatn'rous foes defpife. "• 
To make the gen'rous bcafts his friends^ 
He cringes^ fawns, and condefcends : 
But thole repuls'd his abjeft court, 
And fcorn'd oppreiHon to fupport. 
Friends mufl be had. He can't fubfift* 
Bribes fhall new profely tes enlifli. 
But thefe nought weighed in honeft pawsj 
For bribes- confefs a wicked caufe: 
Yet think not ev'ry paw withftands 
What had prevaird in humafl hdnds* 

A tempting tuxAip's filver fkin 
Drew a bafe Hog through thick and thin:- 
Bought with a ftag's dellpious kaunch^ 
The mercenary Wolf was ftaunch : 
The convert Fox grew warm and heartyj^ 
A pullet gain'd him to the party : 
The golden pippin in his fift, 
A chatt'ring IVIonkey join'd the lift. 

But foon^ expos'd to public hate^ 
The Fav'rite's fall redrefs the ftate. 
The Leopard, vindicating right, 
Hati brought his fecret frauds to light. 
As rats, before the manfion falls^ 
Defert late hoffHtabie walls, 
In Ihoals the fervile creatures rtm. 
To bow before the rifiog.Sutu 

the 
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The Hog with warmth cxprcft his zeal, 
And was for hanging thofe that fteal; 
But hop'd, though low, the public hoard 
Might half a turnip ftill afford. 
Since faving meafures were profeft, 
A lamb's head was the Wolf's requeft. 
The Fox fubmittedy if to touch 
A goflin would be deem'd too much. 
The Monkey thought his grin and chatter 
Might afk a nut or fome fuch matter. 

X e hirelings, hence, the Leopard cries. 
Tour venal confcience I defpife : 
He, who the public good intends, 
By bribes, needs never purchafe friends; 
Who aAs this juft, this open part. 
Is propt by ev*ry honeft heart. 
Corruption now too late has fhewd 
That bribes arc always ill-beftow'd; 
By you your bubbled mafter's taught, 
Time-ferving tools, not friends, are bought. 



LXI.. The D E G E N E R AT E B E E S. 

To the Rev. Dr SwiFT, Dean of St Patrick*s. 

THOUGH courts the praftice difallow, 
A friend at all times VU avow. 
In politics I know 'tis wrong; 
A iriendihip may be kept too long; 
And that the call the prudent part. 
Is to wear int'reft next the heart. 
As the times take a diff rent face. 
Old friendfhips fhould to new give place. 

I know too you have many foes, - 
That owning you is (haring thofe; 
That evVy knave in ev'ry ilation, 
Of -high and low denomiaation. 
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For what you fpeak and what you write. 

Dread you at once and bear you fpite. 

Such freedoms in your works arc ihewn. 

They can't enjoy what's not their own. 

All dunces too in church and ftate 

In frothy nonfenfe fhew their hate. 

With all the petty fcribbling crew, 

(And thofe pert fots are not a few) 

'Gainft you and Pope their envy fpurt. 

The bookfellers alone are hurt* 

Good Gods! by what a powerful race 

{For blockheads may have pow'r and place) 

Are fcandals rais'd, and libels writ. 

To prove your honefty and wit! 

Think with yourfelf i Thofe worthy men 

Tou know have fuffer'd by ypiur pen; 

From- them you've nothing but your due; 

From hence 'tis plain, your friends are few; 

Except myfelf, I know of none, 

Beiides the wife and good alone. 

To fet the cafe in fairer light. 

My fable fhall the reft recite; 

Which (though unlike our prefent ftate) 
I for the moral's fake relate. 

A Bee, of cunning, not of parts, 
X<uxurioui, negligent of arts, 
Rapacious, arrogant, and vain. 
Greedy of pow*r, but more of gain, 
/Corruption fow'd throughout the hive. 
By petty rogues the great ones thrive. 

As pow'r and wealth his views fupply'd^ 
*Twas feen in overbearing pride; 
"With him loud impudence and merit. 
The Bee of confcience wanted fpirit ; 
And thofe who followed honour's rules 
Were laugh'd to fcorn for fqueamifli fools: 
Wealth claim*d diftinftion, favour, grace, 
And poverty alone was bafe; 

Ho 
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He treated induftry wkh flight, 

Unlefs he found his profit bjr't: 

Rights, kws, and libertjes gave way. 

To bring hi$ felfiih ichemes in play: 

The fwarm forgot the common toil, . ' 

To ihare the gleanings of his fpoil. 
While vulgar fouls, of narrow parts^ 

Wafte life in low mechanic arts. 

Let us, fays he, to genius born. 

The drudg'ry of our fathers fcom. 

The Wafp and Drone, yoU muft agree. 

Live with more elegance than wej 

Like gentlemen they fport and play, 

No bus'nefs interrupts the day ; 

Their hours tfi luxury they give, 

And nobly 'on their neighbours live. 

A ftubborn Bee among the fwarm, 

With honeft indignation warm, 

Thus from his cdl with zeal replykl : 

I flight thy frowns, and hate thy pridCji 
The laws our native rights protedl; 
Offending thee, I thofe refpeft. 
Shall luxury corrupt the hive. 
And none againft the torrent ftrive? 
Exert the honour of your race; 
He builds his riie on your difgrace* « 
'Tis induftry your {(ate maintains : 
'Twas honeft toils and honeft gains 
That rais'd our fires to poVr aiid fame. 
Bo virtuous \ fave yourfelves frpm ihame : 
Know, that in feififti ends purfuing, 
You fcramble for the public ruin. 

He fpoke; and from his cell difmifs^d. 
Was infolently fcoiSF'd and hifs'd. 
With him a friend or two refign'd, 
Difdaining the degen'rate kind. 

Thofe drones,, fays he, thefe infefts vile, 
(I treat them in their proper ftilc) 

JMay 
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May for a time opprefs the ftate, 
They own our virtue by their hate 5 
By that our merits they reveal. 
And recommend our public zeal i 
Difgrac'd by this corrupted crew. 
We're honoured by the virtuous few. 



LXI. The Pack-Horse and the CARRIER. 
To a Toung Nobleman. 

BEGIN, my Lord, in early youth. 
To fuflfer, nay, encourage truth 5 
And blame me not for difrefpeft, # 
If I the flattVers ftile reject ; 
With that, by menial tongues- fupply'd. 
You're daily cocker'd up in pride. 

The tree's diftinguilh'd by the fruit : 
Be virtue then your firft purfuit ; 
Set your great anceftors iri view. 
Like them deferve the title too ; 
Like them ignoble aftions fcorn. 
Let virtue prove you greatly born. 

Tho' with lefs plate their fideboards flione. 
Their confcience always was their own j ' 

They ne'er at levees meanly fawn'd. 
Nor was their honour yearly pawned ; 
Their hands, by no corruption ftain'd. 
The minifterial bribe difdain'd ; 
T'hey ferv'd the crown with loyal zeal. 
Yet jealous of the public weal ; 
They ftood the bulwark of our laws, 
And wore at heart their country's caufe ^ 
By neither place or peniion bought, 
They fpoke and voted as they thought. 
TUius did your fires adorn their feat ; 
Anti fuch alone are truly great. 

T If 
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If you the paths of learning flight, 
You're but a dunce in ftronger light : 
In foremoft rank the coward plac'd, 
Is more confpicuoufly difgrac'd. 
If you, to ferve a paltry end. 
To knavifli jobs can condefcend, 
yfe pay you the contempt that's due ; 
In that you have precedence too. 

Whence had you this illuftrious name? 
From virtue and unblemifh'd fame. 
By birth alone the name defcends; 
Your honour on yourfelf depends. 
Think not your coronet can hide 
AiTuming ignorance and pride : 
Learning by ftudy muft be won, 
'Twas ne'er entail'd from fon to fon. 
Superior worth your rank requires, 
For that mankind reveres your fires : 
If you degenerate from your race. 
Their merits heighten your difgrace. 

A Carrier every night and morn. 
Would fee his korfes eat their corn : 
This fimk the hoftler's vails, !tis true. 
But then his horfes had their due. 
Were we fo cautious in all cafes. 
Small gain would rife from greater places. 

The manger now had all its meai'ure, 
He heard the grinding teeth with pleafure. 
When all at once • cbnfulion rung, 
They fnorted, joftled, bit, and flung. 
A Pack-horfe turn'd his head afide. 
Foaming, his eyeballs fwell'd with pride. 

Good Gods ! fays he, how hard's my lot ! 
Is then my high defcent forgot ? 
Reduced to drudg'ry and difgrace, 
(A life unworthy of my race) 
Mu(t I too bear .the vile attacks 
Of ragged fcrubs and vulgar backs ? 
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See fcurvy Roan, that brute ill-bred, 
Dares from the manger thruft my head! 
Shall I, who boaft a noble line, 
On ofialls of thefe creatures dine ? 
Kicked by old Ball ! fo mean a foe ! 
My honour fufters by the blow ; 
Newmarket fpeaks my grandfire's fame. 
All jockies ftill revere his name: 
There yearly are his triumphs told. 
There all his mafly plates enroU'd : 
Whene'er led forth upon the plain, 
Yoil -ftw him with a liv'ry train % 
Returning too, with laurels crown'd. 
You heard the drums and trumpets found#^ 
Let it then. Sir, be underftood, 
Refpedfs my due, for I have blood, 

Vain-glorio|i^ fool, the Carrier, cry'd, 
Rfefpedt was never paid to pride. 
Know, 'twas thy giddy, wilful heart, 
Reduc'd thee to this flavifli part. 
Did not thy headflrpng youth difdain 
To learn the conduft of the rein ? 
Thus coxcombs, blind to real merit,, 
In vicious frolics fancy fpirit. 
What is't to me by whom begot ? 
Thou reftive, pert, conceited fot. 
Your fires. I rev'rencc, 'tis their due;. 
But, worthlefs. fool, what's that to you ? 
Afk all the carriers on the road. 
They'll fay thy keeping's ill beftow'd. 
Then vaunt no more thy noble race. 
That neither mends- thy ftrength nor pace,. 
What profits me thy boafl of blood ? 
An afs hath more intriniic good. 
By outward fhow let's not be cheated;. 
An afs fhould like ^n ais be treated. 



T z Lxu. The 
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Lxti. Fan and Fortune. 
To a Young Heir. 

SOON as your father's death was known, 
(As if th' eftate had been their own) 
The gamefters outwardly cxpreft 
The decent joy within your breaft : 
So lavifh in your praife they grew, 
-As fpoke their certain hopes in you. 

One counts your income of the year, 
How much in ready money clear. 
No houi'e, fays he, is more complete. 
The garden's elegant and great. 
How fine the park around it lies ! 
The timber's of a noble fize. 
*rhen count his jewels and his plate ; 
Befides, 'tis no entail'd eftate. 
If calh run low, his lands in fee 
Are or for fale or mortgage free. 

I'hus they, before you threw the main, 
Seem'd to anticipate their gain. 
Would you, when thieves are known abroad. 
Bring forth your treafures.in the road? 
Would not the fool abet the ftealth, 
Who i-afhly thus expos'd his wealth ? 
Yet tlius you do, whene'er you play 
Among the gentlemen of prey. 

Could fools to keep their own contrive. 
On what, on . whom would gamefters thrive ? 
Is it . in charity you game. 
To fave your worthy gang from fliame ? 
Unlefs you furnifli'd daily bread, 
Which way could idlenefs be fed ? 
Could thele profefibrs of deceijt 
Within the law no longer cheat, * 
They muft run bolder Tifques for prey, 
And ftrip the traveler on the way. 

Thus 
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Thus in your annual rents they fhare, 
And Tcape the noofe from year to year, 

Confider, 'ere you make the bet, 
That fum might frofs your taylor*s debt. 
When you the ^litx'mg rattle fliake, _ 
Is not your Jipnou^ too at ftake ? . ^ 

Muft you n6t by mean, lies evade 
To-morrow's duns from every trade ? ' 
By promifes fo often pdTd, 
Is yet your ti\y.lor's bill defray'd ? 
Muft you not pitifully fawn, . ■ , 
To have your- butcher's writ withdrawn ? 
This muft be done. In debts of play 
Your honour fuffi-s no delay : 
And not tliis year s and next year's rent 
The fons of rapine can content. 

Look round,-^the- wrecks of play behold, 
Eftates difmember'd,; mortgaged, fold ! 
Their owners, not to jails confin'd. 
Show equal poverty of mind. ' '\ 

Some, who the fpoil of knaves were made, 
Too late atteinpt . to learn their trade. 
Some, for the folly of one hour, . 
Become the dirty tools of power ; 
And, with the mercenary lift, 
Upon court-charity fiibfift. 

You'll fi^d at ie'^ft this maxim tpue, 
Fools ar^he game wfii^h knaves purfue. 

The foi'eft,. a whole century's fhade, 
Muft be one wafteful nun made j 
No mercy's fhown' to age. on kind. 
The gen'ral maflacre is iign'd ; 
The park too fhares the dreadful fate. 
For duns grow louder at the gate. '. , 
Stern clowns, obedierit to tlie Scjuire, 
(What- will not' barb'tous haWs for hire ?) 
With brawny arms repeat the ftroke j 
. Fali'n are the elm and reverend oak 5 

3 Thro'^ 
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Thro' the long wood loud axes found. 
And Echo groans with every wound. 

To fee the defolation fpre'ad,' 
Pan drops a tear, and hangs hii head ; 
His bofom now with fury bums, 
JSeneath his hoof the dice he ifpurns ; 
Cards too, in peevifli pallion tom» 
'l*he fport of whirling winds are borne. 

To fnails inveterate hate I bear. 
Who fpoil the verdure of the year ; 
The caterpillar I deteft. 
The blooimng fpring's voracious peft : 
The locuft too, whofe rav'nous band 
Spreads fudden famine o'er the land. 
But what are thefe ? The dice's throw 
At once hath laid a foreft low : 
, The cards are dealt, the bet is made, 
>\nd the wide park hath' loft its fhade. 
Thus is my kingdom's pride defac'd, 
And all its ancient glories wafte. 
All this, he cries, is F6rtuA6's doing, 

* Fis thus {he meditates my ruin : 
By Fortune, that falfe, fickle jade, 
More havock in one hour is made. 
Than all the hungry infeft race. 
Combined, can in an age deface. 

Fortune, by chance, who hear him paftj> 
O'erheard the vile ' afperfibn caft. 
\(Vhy, Pan, fiiys Ihe, what'is all tliis' rant ? 

* Fis every country -booby's cant. 
Am I the patrohefs of vice ? 

Is't I wha cog or palm the dice ? 
Did I the ftiuffling art reveal, 
To mark the cards, or range the deal ? 
In all the employments men purfue, ' 
I mind the leaft what gamefteri do. ' 
There may, if computation's juft, 
One now and then my condu^ truft: 
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I blame the fool ; fot Wtet can 1, 
When ninety-nine my Jpower defy? 
Thefe truft alonte their finger ends. 
And not one ftake on me depends^ 
Whene'er the gaming board is fct. 
Two claffes of mankind at*c met ; 
But if we count the greedy race, 
The kiiaves fill up the greater fpace. 
Tis a grofs error held in fchools. 
That Fortune always fiivours foob: 
In play, . it never bears depute ; 
That doilrine thefe fcU'd oaks confute. 
Then why to me futh rancour fhew? 
'Tis Folly, Pan, that is thy foe. 
By me his low eftate he won, 
But he by Folly was undone. 



Lxiii- Cupid, Plutus, and Time. 

OF all the burthens man muft bear, 
Time fcems moft galling and fevefc; 
Beneath this grievous load opprefl 
We daily meet fome friend diftref^. 

What can one do ? I rofe at nine* 
Tis full fix hours before we dine: 
Six hours ! no earthly thing to do ! 
Would I had doz'd in bed till two. 

A pamphlet is before him fpread^ 
And almoft half a page is read; 
Tir'd with theftudy of the day. 
The .flutt'ring fheets are toft away. 
He opes his fnufi^-box, hums an air, 
Then yawns and ftrctches in his chain 

Not twenty, by the minute-hand! 
Good Gods ! fays he, my watch mufl: ftaild f 
How muddling 'tis on bobks to pore ! 
I thought I'd read an hour or more. 

The 
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The morning, of all hoots, I hate» 
One can*t contiiYe to rife too late. 

To make the minutes fiifter run. 
Then too his tirefome felf to. ihiin. 
To the next cofieehoufe he ijpeeds. 
Takes up the news, fome fcr^ps he reads. 
Sauntering, from chair to chair he trails. 
Now drinks his tea, now bites his nails: 
He fpies a partner of hb woe; 
By chat afiU^ons lighter grow ; 
Each other's grievances they ihare. 
And thus their dreadful hours compare: 

Says Tom, fince all men muft confefs 
That time lies heavy more or lefs; 
Whv fhould it be fo hard to get, 
'Till two, a party at. piquet? 
Play might relieve the lagging mom: 
By cards long wint'ry nights are borne* 
Does not quadrille an^ufe the fair, ^ 
Night after night, throughout the year? 
Vapours and fpl^en forgot, at play - 
They cheat uncounted hours away. 

My cafe, feys Will, then muft be hard. 
By want of fkill from play debarred. 
Courtiers kill. Time by various vrays : 
Dependence wears out half their days. 
How happy thofe, whofe time ne*er ftandsl 
Attendance takes it off their hands, 
were it not for this curfed fhowVj 
The park had wlijl^d away an hour. 
At court, without or place or view, 
I dailv lofe an hour or two : 
It fully anfwers my defign, 
When I liaye picked up friends to dine. 
The tavern makes our burthen light , 
Wine puts our time and care to flight. 
At fix, hard caiel they call to pay: . 
Where can one go? I hate the play. 

From 



r 
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From fix till tcn1 Unlefs I fleep. 

One cannot fpend the hours fo cheap. 

The comedy's no fooner done, * 

But fome aflembly is ,begun. 

Loit'ring, from room to room I ftray, 

Converfe, but nothing hear or fay ; 

Quite tir'd, from fair to fair I • roam. 

So foon ! I dread the thoughts of home. 

From thence, to quicken ilb\v«-pac*d nighty 

Again my tavern friends invite; 

Here too our early mornings pafs, 

'Till drowfy fleep retards the. glafs. 

Thus they their wretched life bemoan,^ 
And make each other's cafe their own. 

Confider, friends, no hour rolls on. 
But fomething of our grief is gone. 
Were you to fchemes of bus'nefs bred, 
Did you the paths of learning tread. 
Your hours, your days would, fly too faft; 
You'd then regret the minute paft. 
Time's fugitive and light as wuid \ 
'Tis indolence that clogs your mind: 
That load from oflF your fpirits fliake, 
You'll own, and grieve for your miflake. 
A while your thoughtlefs fpieeh fufpend. 
Then read ; and, if you can, attend. 

As Plutus, to divert his care, 
Walk'd forth one mom to take the air, 
Cupid o'ertook his ftrutting pace : 
Each ftar'd upon, the ftranger's face, 
* Till recolleftion fct 'em right ; 
For each knew t'other but by fight. 
After fome complimental talk. 
Time met them, bow'd, and join'd their walk* 
Their chat on various fubjedb ran. 
But moft, what each had done for man. 
Plutus afiiimes a haughty air, 
Juft like our purfe-proud fellows here. 
: ^> Let 
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Let kincs, fays he» let cobteH telU 
Wbofe gifts among mankind excel. 
Confider courts: W^at draws dieir train? 
Think you, 'tis loyalty or gain ? 
That ftatefman Bath the ftrongeft hold, 
Whofe tool of politics is Gold : * 
By that, in former reigns, 'tis faid, 
The knave in power hath fenatcs led; 
By that alone he fwa/d debates, 
Eniich'd himfelf, and beggar'd ftates. 
Forego your boaft. You muft conclude. 
That's moft cfteem'd that's moft purfu d. 
Think too, in what a woeful plight 
That wretch muft live whofe pocket's l^ht ; 
Are not his hours by want depreft i 
Penurious care corrodes his breaftt 
Without reijpeA, or love, or friends, 
His foiitary day defcends* 

You iiilght, fays Cupid, doubt my parts. 
My knowledge too in human hearts, 
•Should I the power erf Gold difpute, 
Which great examples might confute* 
I know, when nothing elfe prevails, 
Ferfuafive money feldom fails ; 
That beauty too (like other wares) 
Its price, as* well as confdence, bears. 
Then marriage, as of late profeft. 
Is but a nioney job at beft : 
Confent, compliance may be fold; 
But Love's b^ond the price of Gold* 
Smugglers there arc, who, by retail, 
Expofe what they call Love to fale: 
Such bargains are an arrant cheat) 
You purchafe flatt'ry and deceit. 
Thofe who. true Love have ever try'd, 
(Thofe common cares of life iupply'd) 
No wants endure, no wiihes mike. 
But every real joy partake j 



I 

And ENTERTAINING FABLES. vi% 

All comfort on thcmfelves depends, 

They want nor poVr, nor wealth, nor tncna&. 

Xove then hath ev'ry Wifs in ftores 

Tis friendfliip, and 'tis fomething nfiorc : 

Each other ev'ry wifti they give, 

Not to know Love, is not to live. 

Or Love, or Money, Time reply d. 
Were men the queftion to decide. 
Would bear the prize j on both intent^ 
My boons neglefted or misfpent, 
'I'is I who meafure vital fpace. 
And deal out years to human race : 
Though little prized and feldom fought. 
Without Me, Love and Gold are nought. 
How does the mifer Time employ? 
Did I e'er fee him life enjoy; 
By me forfook, the hoards he won 
Are fcatter'd by his lavifli fon. 
By me all ufeful arts he gain'd, ^ 
Wealth, learning, wifdom arc attain d. 
Who then would think, fince fuch my pow r, 
That e'er I knew an idle hour? 
So fubtile and fo fwift I fly> 
Love's not more fugitive than I. ^ 

Who hath not heard coquettes complain 
Of days, months,, years misfpent in vain? 
For Time mifus'd they pine and wafte. 
And Love's fweet pleafures never tafte. 
Thofe who direft their Time aright. 
If Love or Wealth their hopes excite. 
In each purfuit fit hours employ'd. 
And both by Time have been enjoy'd. 
How heedlels then are ^mortals grown! 
How little is their int'reft known? 
In ev'ry view they ought to mind me, 
For when once loft they never find me. 
He fpoke. The Gods no more conteft. 

And his fuperior gift confeft: 

I hat 
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That Time (when truly underftood) 
Is the moft precious earthly good. 

LXIT, The Owl, tie Swan, the Cock, the SpideR} 
the Ass, and the Farmer.^ 

To a Mother. 

CONVERSING with your fprightly boys. 
Your eyes have fpoke the Mother's joys : 
With what delight I've heard you quote 
Their fayings in imperfeft note! 

I grant in body and in mind, 
Nature appears profufely kind : 
Truft not to that. Aft you your part; 
Imprint juft morals qn their heart ; 
Impartially their taleirts fcan: 
Juft education forms the man. 

Perhaps (their genius yet unknown) 
Each lot of life's already thrown; 
That* this Aall plead, the next Ihall fight, 
The laft affert the church's right. 
I cenfure not the fond intent; 
But how precarious is th' event ! 
By talents mifapply'd and croft, 
Coniider all your fons are loft. 

Qne day, (the tale's by Martial penn'd) > 
A father thus addrefs'd his friend. 
To train my boy and call forth fenfc, 
You know I've ftuck at no cxpence ; 
I've try'd him in the fcvVal arts, 
(The lad no doubt hath latent parts) 
Yet trying all he nothing knows. 
But cra6-like rather backwards goes. 
Teach me what yet remains undone ; 
'Tis your advice fhall fix my fon. 
Sir, fays the friend, I've wcigh'd the mattex-| 
Excufe mcj for I fcoxn to flatter: 

Make 
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Make him (nor think his genius checked) . 
A herald or an architedt. 

Perhaps (as commonly 'tis known) 
He heard the advice and took his own. 

The boy wants wit; he's fent to fchool. 
Where learning but improves the fool : 
7 he college next mull give him parts^ 
And cram him with the lib'ral arts. 
Whether he blunders at the bar. 
Or owes his infamy to war; . 

Or if by licence or degree, 
T he fexton Ihare the doctor's fee ; 
Or from the pulpit by the hour. 
He weeKly floods of nonfenfe pour; 
We find (th' intent of nature foil'd) 
A taylor or a butcher fpoil'd. 

Thus minifters have royal boons 
Conferred on blockheads and buffoons: 
In fpite of nature, merit, wit. 
Their friends for ev'ry poft were fit* 

But now let ev*ry Mule confefs. 
That merit finds its due fuccels: 
Th' examples of our days regard, - 
Where's virtue feen without reward? 
Dirtinguifh'd and in place you find 
Defert and worth of ev'ry itind. 
Survey the rev'rend bench, and fee 
Religion, learning, piety: 
The patron, 'ere he recommends, » 
Sees his own image in his friend's. 
Is honefty difgrac'd and poor ? 
What is't to us what was before? 

We all of times corrupt have heard. 
When paltry minions were preferr'd; 
.When all great ofiices by dozens, 
Were fiU'd by brothers fons, and coufins. 
What matter ignorance and pride? 
The man was happily ally'd. 

U - Pro- 
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Provided that his clerk was good, 
AVhat though he nothing undcrftood? 
In church and (late, the forry race 
G^'cw more confpicuous fools in place* 
Such heads as then a treaty made. 
Had bungled in the cobler's trade. 

Confider, patrons, that fuch elves 
Expofe your folly with themfelves ; 
*'l is yours, as 'tis the parents* care. 
To fix each genius in its fphere. 
Your partial hand can wealth difpenfc. 
But never give a blockhead fenfe. 

An Owl of magifterial air, 
Of folemn voice, of brow auftere, 
Aflum'd tht pride of human race. 
And bore his wifdom in his face : 
Not to depreciate learned eyes, 
I've feen a pedant look as wife. 

Within a barn from noife retired. 
He fcorn'd the world, himfelf admir'd. 
And, like an ancient fage, concealed . 
The follies public life reveal'd. 

Philofophers of old, he read. 
Their country's youth to fcience bred; 
T heir manners form'd for ev'ry ftation^ 
And deftin'd each his occupation. 
When Xenephon, by numbers brav'd. 
Retreated, and a people fav'd, 
That laurel was not all his own; 
The plant by Socrates was fown. 
To Ariftotle's greater name. 
The Macedonian ow'd his fame. 

l"h' Athenian bird, with pride replete. 
Their talents equalled in conceit; 
And, copying the Socratic rule, 
Set up for mailer of a fchool. 
Dogmatic jargon learnt by heart, 
1 rite ientences, hard terms of art. 
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To vulgar ^ears feem'd fo profound. 
They fancy 'd learning in the found. 

The fchpol had fame; the crouded place 
With pupils fwarm'd of ev*ry race. 
With thefe the Swan's maternal care 
And fent her fcarce-fledg'd cygnet heir: 
The Hen, though fond and loth to part, 
Here lodg'd the darling of her' heart: 
The Spider, of mechanic kind, 
Afpir'd to fcience more refin'd : 
The Afs learnt metaphors and tropes. 
But moft on muiic fix'd- his hopes. 
• The pupils now, advanc'd in age. 
Were call'd. to tread life's bufy ftage; 
And to the mafter 'twas fubmitted, 
That each might to his part be fitted. 

The Swan, fays he, in arms fliall fhine^ 
The foldier*s glorious toil be thine. 

The Cock fhall mighty wealth attain ; 
Go, feek it, on the ftormy main. 

The court Ihall be the Spider's fphere-, 
PowV, fortune, fhall reward him there. 

In mufic's art the- Afs's fame 
Shail emulate Corelii's name. 

Each took the part that he advis'd. 
And all were equally defpis'd. 

A Farmer, at . his folly mov'd. 
The dull Preceptor thus reprov'd. 

Blockhead, fays he, by what you've done. 
One would have thought 'em each your fon; 
For parents, to their offspring blind, 
Confult nor parts nor turn of mindj 
But ev'n in infancy decree 
What this, what t'other fon fhall be. 
Had you with judgment weighed the cafe. 
Their genius thus had fix'd their place: 
The Swan had learnt the failor's art. 
The Cock had play'd the foldier's part, 

U % The 
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The Spider in the weaver's trade 
With credit had a fortune made ; 
But for the foal, in ev*ry clafs 
1 he bloclchead had appeared an Afs. 



LXV. Tie CdOK-MAiD, the T V KVSBIT^ and theO%» 

To a Poor Man. 

CONSIDER man in ev^ <P^ere ; 
I hen teH me, is your lot fcverc ? 
' I is murmur, difcontent, diftruft, 
That makes you wretched. God is juft. 

I grant that hunger muft be fed. 
That toil too earns thy daily bread. 
What then ? thy wants are feen and known ; 
But ev*ry mortal feels his own. 
We're bom a reftlefs, needy crew : 
Show me the happief man than you. 

Adam, though bled above his kind^ 
For want of focial woman pin'd: 
Eve's wants the fubtle ferpent faw 5 
Her fickle tafte tranfgrefs'd the law : 
Thus fell our fire; and their difgrace 
The curfe entail'd on human race. 

When Philip's fon by glory led. 
Hud o'er the globe his empire fpread \ 
When altars to his name were dreft. 
That he was man his tears confeft. 

The hopes of avarice are checfc'dj 
The proud man always wants refpcft. 
What various wants on^pow*r attend? 
Ambition never gains its end. 
Who hath not heard thft rich complain 
Of llirfviits and corporeal pain ? 
He, barr'd from ev'ry ufe of wealth, 
ixivies the plowman's ftrength and herith: 

Ano- 
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Another in a beauteous wife 
Finds all the miferies of life; 
Domeftic jars and jealous fear 
Embitter all his days with care. 
This wants an heir, — the line is loft: 
Why was that vain entail engroft ? 
Carift thou difcern another's mind ? 
What is't yoii envy? Envy's blind. 
Tell Envy, when Ihe would annoy, 
That thoufands want what you enjoy. 

The dinner muft be difh'd at one: 
Where's this vexatious l^urnfpit gone ? 
Unlefs the fkulking cur is caught, 
The fir-loin's fpoil'd, and Fm in fault. 
Thus faid j (for fure you'll think it fit 
That I the Cook-maid's oaths omit) 
With all the futy of a cook, 
Her cooler kitchen Nan forfook; 
The broomftick o*er her head (he waves, 
She fweats, Ihe ftamps, flie pufi^s, fhe raves 5, 
The fneaking Cur before her flies, 
She whiffles, calls, fair fpeech fhe tries, 
Thefe nought avail; her choler burns^ 
The fift and cudgel threat by turns; 
With hafty ftride flie prefles near. 
He fiinks aloof, and howls with fear.. 
Was ever Cur fo curs'd, he cry'd, 
What ftar did at my birth prefide ? 
Am I for life by compact bound 
To tread the wheel's eternal round ? 
Inglorious tafk \ Of all our race, 
No fiave is half fo mean and bafe. 
Had Fate a kinder lot affign'd^ 
And form'd me of the lap-dog kind> 
I then, in higher life employ'd^ 
Had indolence and eafe enjoy'd,. 
And J like a gentleman .carell, 
Had been the lady's fav'rice gue£L 

U 3 Or 
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Or were I fprung from fpaniel line. 

Was his fagacious noftril mine. 

By me, (heir never erring guide. 

From wood and plain their teafts fupply^. 

Knights, fquires, attendant on my pace, 

Hail fhar'd the pleafures of the chace. 

Endu'd with native ftrength and fire. 

Why caird I not the lion fire; 

A lion ! fuch mean views I (com, 

Why was I not of woman born? 

Who dares with rcafon's pow'r contend? 

On man we brutal flavcs depend; 

To him all creatures tribute pay. 

And luxury employs his day. 

An Ox by chance o*crhoard his moan, 
And thus rebuk'd the lazy drone: 
Dare you at partial Fate repine? 
How kind's your lot compared with mine ! 
Decreed to toil,^ the barbVous knife 
Hath fever*d me from focial life ; 
Urg'd by the-ftimulating goad, 
I drag the cnmb'rous waggon's load ; 
*Tis mine to tame the ftubbom plain. 
Break' the ftift* fpil, and houfe the grain i 
Yet I without a murmur bear 
The various labours of the yearr 
Bat then confidcr, that one day, 
(Perhaps the hour*s not far away) 
You, by the duties of your poft. 
Shall turn the fpit when I'm the roaftj 
And for reward fhall fliare the feaft, 
I mean fliall pick my l>ones at lead. 

' rill now, th' aftonifli'd Cur replies, 
I look'd on all with envious eyes j 
How faUe we judge by what appears J 
All creatures feel their fev'ral cares. 
If thus yon mighty beaft complains. 
Perhaps man knows fuperlor pains. 
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Let Envy then no more torment, 
Think on the Ox, and learn content. 

Thus faid ; dofe-following at her hee1> 
With chearful heart he^ mounts the wheel. 



LXYi. The Ravens, the Sexton, and the Earth- 
worm. 

To Laura. 

LAURA, methinks you're over nice. 
True. Flatt'ry is a ihocking vice : 
Yet fure, whene'er the praife is juft. 
One may commend without difguft. 
Am I a privilege deny'd. 
Indulged by ev*ry tongue befide ? 
How iingular are all your ways? 
A woman, and averfe to praife J 
If 'tis offence fuch truths to tell. 
Why do your merits thus excel ? 

Since then I dare not fpeak my mind^ 
A truth confpictious to mankind; 
Though in full luftre e^'ry grace 
Diitinguifh your celeftial face. 
Though beauties of inferior ray 
(Like ftars before the orb of day) 
'I^urn pale and fade : I check my lays. 
Admiring what 1 dare not praife. 

If you the tribute due difdain. 
The Mufe's mortifying flrain 
Shall, like a woman, in mere fpite 
Set beauty in a moral light. • 

Though fuch revenge might fhock the car 
Of many a celebrated fair; 
I mean that fuperficial race, 
Whofe thoughts ne'er reach beyond their face — 
What's that to you P I but diiple^ * 

Such ever-girliih ears as thefc. 

VIr. 
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Virtue can brook the thonghts of age. 
That lafts the fame through ev'ry ftage. 
Though you by time muft fufier more 
Tban ever woman loft before. 
To aee is fuch indifference fbewn. 
As if your face were not your ovm. 

Were you by Antoninus taught. 
Or is it native ftrength of thought, 
That thus, without concern or fright. 
You view yourfelf by Reafon's light ? 

Thofe eyes of fo divine a ray, 
What are they? mould'ring, mortal clay, 
Thofe features, caft in heavenly mould. 
Shall, like my coarfer earth, grow old; 
Like common grafs, the faireft flowV 
Muft feel the hoary feafbns' pow'r. 

How weak, how vain is human pride I 
Dares man upon himfelf confide ? 
The wretch who glories in his gain^ 
AmafTes heaps on heaps in vain. 
Why lofe we life in anxious cares 
To lay in hoards for future years? 
Can thofe (when tortured by difeafe) 
Chear our fick heart, or purchafe eafe ? 
Can thofe prolong one gaip of breath. 
Or calm the troubled hour of death f 

What's beauty? Call ye that your own^ 
A flowV that fades as foon as Uown? 
What's man in all his boaft of fway ? 
Perhaps the tyrant of a day. 
Alike the laws of life take place. 
Through ev'ry branch of human race: 
The monarch of long regal line 
Was rais'd from duft as fiail as mine: 
Can he pour health into his veins. 
Or cool the fever*s reftlefs pains? 
Can he (worn down in Nature's coijrfe) 
New-brace his feeble nerves wkit force ? 



N 
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Can he (how 'vain is mortal pow^r!) 
Stretch life beyond the deftin'd hour? 

Confider, man-, weigh well the frames 
The king, <ht beggar is the fame- 
Duft form'd us all. Each breathes his day. 
Then finks into his native clay. 

Beneath a venerable yew 
That in the lonely church-yard grew. 
Two Ravens fate. In folemn croak 
Thus one his hungry friend bcfpoke : 
M<ithinks I fcent ibmc rich repaft ; 
The favour ftrengthens with the blaft,— 
Snuff then j the promis'd feaft inhale : 
I tafte the carcafe in the gale. 
Near yonder trees, the farmer's flead. 
From toil and daily* drudg'ry freed. 
Hath groan'd his laft. A dainty treat I 
To birds of tSfte delicious meat. 

A Sexton, bcrfy at his trade, 
To hear their chat fufpends his fpadc : 
Death ftruck him with no further thought, 
Than meerly as the fees he brought. 
Was evfcr two fuch blund'ring fowls, 
In brains and manners leis than owls ! 
Blockheads, fays he, learn more refpedU 
Know ye on whom yc thus rcfleft? 
In this fame grave (who does me rights 
Muft, own the work is ftrong and tight) 
The Tquire that yon fair hall poffeft, 
To night fhall lay his bones at refk. . 
Whence could the grofs miftake proceed? 
The Tquire was fomewhat fat indeed. 
What then ? The mcaneft bird of prey 
Such want of fenfc could ne'er betray^ 
For fure fuch difference muft be found 
(Suppofe the fmelfing organs . found) 
In carcafes (lay what we can) 
Or Where's the. dignity of man i 

' With 



a3« SELECT MORAL 

I 

With due rcfpeft to human race» 
The Ravens undertook the cafe. 
In fuch fimilitude of fcent, 
Man ne'er could think refledtion meant. 
As Epicures extol a treaty 
And feem their fav'ry words to eat. 
They prais'd dead horfe, luxurious food^ 
The ven'fon of the prefcient brood. 
; The Sexton's indignation mov'd, 

J The mean comparifon reprov'd ; 

^ Their undifcerning palate blam'd, 

j ' Which two«lcgg'd carrion thus defam'd. 

Reproachful fpeech from either fide 
I The want of argument fupply'd. 

; They rail, revile; as often ends 

ii The conteft of difputing friends. 

Hold, fays the fowl ; ilnce human pride 
With confutation ne'er compl/d, 
j Let's ftate the cafe, and then refer 

1 The knotty point; for tafte may err. 

J' As thus he fpoke, from out the mould 

Ij; An Earth-worm, huge of fize, unroU'd 

His montlrous length. They ftraight agret 
;■ To chufe him as their referee. 

So to the experience of his jaws 
Each ftates the merits of the caufe. 

He paus'd, and with a folemn tone. 
Thus made his fage opinion known: 

On carcafes of ev'ry kind 
This maw hath elegantly din*d; 
Ji Provok'd by luxury or need, 

:' On beaft, or fowl, or man I feed : 

; Such fmall diftinftion's in the favour, 

i By turns I chufe the fancy 'd flavour; 

Yet I muft own (that human beaft) 
A glutton is the rankeft feaft. 
Man, ceafe this boaft^ for human pride 
Hath various traAs ^ range belide^ 
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The prince who kept the world in awe. 

The judge whofe didlates fix*d the law. 

The rich, the poor, the great, the fmall. 

Are leveird. Death confounds *em alL 

Then think nol that we reptiles fhare 

Such cates, fuch elegance ot fare \ 

The only true and real good 

Of man was never vermin's food : 

'Tis feated in the immortal mind) 

Virtue diftinguifhes mankind, 

And that (as yet ne'er harbour'd here) 

Mounts with the foul we know not where. 

So, good-man Sexton, fince the cafe 

Appears with fuch a dubious face. 

To neither I the caufe determine. 

For diff'rent taftes pleafe different vermin. 






S: 



Mifcellaneous Fables. 
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LXVII. 7be NlGHTIKGALE «;?/ GlOW-WoRM. 

THE prudent nymph, whofe cheeks difclofc 
The iilj/ and the blufliing rofe, 
From public view her charms will fcreen^ 
And rarely in the croud be feen; 
This fimple truth fhail keep her wife, 
«The faircft fruits attraft-the flics/'. 

One night, a * Glow-worm, proud and vain. 
Contemplating her glitt'rihg train, 
Cry'd, lure there never was in nature 
So elegant, fo fine a creature. 
All other infcfts^ that I fee, 
The frugal Ant, induftrious bee, 
Or filk-worm, with contempt I view 5 
With all that low, muechanic crew. 
Who fervilely their lives employ 
In bufinefs, enemy to joy. 
Mean, vulgar herd ! ye are my fcom i 
For grandeur only I wa» born -, 
Or fure am fprung from race divine, 
And plac'd on earth, to live and fhine. 
Thofe lights, that fparkle fo on high. 
Are but the Glow-worms of the Iky; 
And kings on earth their gems admire, 
Becaufe they imitate my £rc. 

She fpoke. Attentive on a fpray, 
A Nightingale forebore his lay: 
He faw the fhining morfel near, 
A&d flew, direfted by the glare; 
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A while he gaz'd with fober look. 
And thus the trembling prey befpoke: 

Deluded fool, with pride elate, 
Know, 'tis thy beauty brings thy fate ; 
Lefs dazzling, long thou might'ft have lain 
Unheeded on the velvet plain : 
Pride, foon or late, degraded mourns. 
And beauty v^rrecks whom fhe adorns. 

M. 



Lxviii. H y ME N find Death. 

SIXTEEN, d'ye fay? Nay then, 'tis time. 
Another year deftroys your prime. - 
But ftay— The fettiement f " that's made." 
Why then's my fimple -giri afraid.? 
Yet hold a n^oment^ if you can, 
And heedfully th« Fable fcan. 

The fhades were iied, 4fhe motAmg bluih'd 
The winds were in their cairns hufli'd, ' ' 
When Hymen, penfive and fedat«. 
Held o'er the fields his mufing- gait : 
Behind him, through the green-wood fhade. 
Death's meagre form the God furvey'd 
Who quickly, with gigantic ffiride,. ' ' 

Out,.i«ent his pace, and join'd his fide. 
The chat on various fubjefts ran. 
Till angry Hymen thus began: 

Relentlcfs Dfiath, whofe . h-on fway 
Mortals, leluftant, muft obey. 
Still of thy pow'r ihall I compJain, 
And thy too partial hand arraign ? - 
When Cupid brings a. pah- of hearts. > 
All over ftruck with equal darts, 
Chy cruel fliafts my hopes deride, 
\tid cut the knot that Hymen ty^d. 

Shall not the Woody and the bold. 
The mifer, boarding up his gold, 

X 
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Cupiti alone M to.be biam'dj 
Then let the charge be juftly laid ; 
Tiic idle Bay. negle^ hi:; trade. 
And hardly once in twenty years, 
A couple to your ' temple bears. 
The wretches whom your office blendE, 
.Silenus now, or Flutus lends; 
Hence care, and btttcrnefs, and ftrife, 
Are common to the nuptial Ufc 

Believe mo, more thaa all mankind. 
Your voi'ries my companion find ( 
"Ycc cruel am I.call'di and bale, 
Wiio Teek the wretched to releafe j 

The captive from. his bonds to &ee, 
IndtlToluble but for ma< 

'lis I entice lum to the yokc^ 
By me your crouded ahars fmoke : 
J-'or mortals boldly -. dare (he lioofd, r 
Secure that Death will fet them ,loa&. 



LXix. STiSr. PoET,a»</ hii Patron. 

WHY, CelJn, .is: your fpreading waift 
So loofe, .fo^negjigently lac'd ? 
Vv hy muft the, wrnppmg bed-gown hidi 
Your fnowy bofom's fwcUing pride? 
How i)l that drefs adorns your head, 
Uiftain'd, and nimpled from the bed! 
Thofe clouds, that IhiH-le. your blooming face^ 
A little water might difplace. 



Jind ENTERTAINING FABLES* 243 

As Nature every mom beftows 

The cryftal dew, to cleanfe the rofe, 

Thofe trefles, as the raven bliick. 

That wav'd in ringlets down your back, 

Uncomb'd, and injured by negledl, 

Deftroy the facq> which once they deck'd. 

Whence this forgetfulnefs of drefs ? 
Pray, madam, are you marry'd? Yes. 
Nay then indeed the wonder ceafes. 
No matter now how loofe your drefs is ; 
The end is won, your fortune's made, 
Your filler now may take the trade. 

Alas ! what pity 'tis to find , • 

This fault in half the female kind ! 
From hence proceed averCon, ftrifc. 
And all that fours the wedded life. 
Beauty can only point the dart, 
'Tis neatnefs guides it to flie heart \ 
Let neatnefs then and beauty ftrive 
To keep a wav'ring flame alive. 

*Tis harder far (you'll find it true) 
To keep the conqueft than fubdue ; 
Admit us once behind the'^fcreen. 
What is there' farther to be feen ? 
A newer foce may raife the flame. 
But every woman is the i^kmQ, 

Then ftudy chiefly to improve 
The charm that fix'd your hufl>ancr;i love. ' 

Weigh well his humour. Was it drefs 
That gave your beauty powV to blefs ? 
Purfue it ftill,— be neater feen, 
' 1 is always frugal to be clean ; 
So fliall you keep alive delire. 
And lime's fwift wing fliall fan the fire. 

In garret high (as ftories fay) 
A Poet fung his tuneful lay; 
So foft, fo I'mooth his verfe, you'd fwear 
Apollo and the Mufes there j 

X 2 Thro' 
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Thro' all the town his prsfifcs rung, * 
His fonnets at the playhoufe fting;' 
High wav'ring o*cr his labVing heid^ 
I'he goddeis Want her pinions fpread^ 
And with poetic fury fir'd. 
What Phoebus faintly had infpir'd: 

A noble Youthj of tafte and'trit. 
Approved the fprightlj^ things he writ. 
And fought him in his 'cobweb dome, 
Difcharg'd his rent, and brought him home. 

Behold him at the ftately' board, ' 

Who but the Poet and my Lord! 
Each day, delicioufly he dines, 
And greedy quaffs tlie gen'rous wines ; 
His fides were plump, his fkin was fleek. 
And plenty wantoned on liis cheek; 
Aftonifh'd at the change- fo new, 
Away th' infpiring Goddefs flew. ^ 

Now, dropt for politics and ne\v%. 
Neglected lay the drooping Mufe; 
Unmindful whence his fortune came. 
He ftifled the poetic flame ; 
Nor tale, nor fonnet, for my lady. 
Lampoon nor Epigram was ready. 

With juft contempt his Patron faw, 
(Relblv'd his bounty to withdraw) 
And thus with anger in his look, 
1 he late-repenting fool befpoke. 

Blind to the good that courts tKee grown^ 
Whence has the fon of favour flione ? 
Delighted with thy tuneful art, 
Efteem was growing in my heart. 
But idly thou rejeft'ft the charm 
That gave it birth and kept it warm. 

Unthinking fools ialone defpife 
The arts, that taught them firfl: to rife. 
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Lxx. The Wolf, the Sheep, and the Lamb. 

DUTY demands, the parejnt's voice 
Should fsittftify the daughter's choice j 
In that is due obedience ihownj 
To chufe belongs to her alone. 

May horror feizc his midnight hour, 
Who builds upon a* parent's pow'r. 
And claims, by pnrchafe vile aisid bafe. 
The loathing maid for his ^embrace: 
Hence virtue fickens; and the breaft. 
Where Peace had built her downy neft> 
Becomes the troubled feat of care, 
And pines with anguifh and defpair. 

A Wol(i rapacious, .roughi and. J>old, 
Whofe nightly plunders thinn'd the fold. 
Contemplating his iUr*fpcnt life,. 
And cloy'd; with thefts would takp a wife. 
His purpofe l^fap\hi, this favage race. 
In numerous crouds attend the places 
For why, a mighty Wolf he was, 
And held dominion in his jaws. 
Her fav'rite; whelp each mother brought^ 
And humbly his lalliance fought; 
But cold by age, or clfe .too nice. 
None found acceptance in his eyes. 
It happened as at early dawn, \ 

He folitary crofs'd the lawn, 
Stray'd from the fold,, a fportive Lamb 
Skip'd wanton by her fleecy Dam; 
When Cigpid, foe to man and beaft^ 
Difcharg'd an arrow at his breaft. 

The timVous breed the robber .I$:new9 
And trembling o'er the meadow flew ;. 
Their nimbleft fpeed the Wolf o'ertook^ 
And' courteous, thus the Dam befpoke:^ ^ • 

Stay, faireft, and fufpend your fcar,^ 
Xruft me, no enemy is near i 

X 3 Thcic 
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Thcfe jaws, in flaughter oft imbruV], 
At length have known enough of blood; 
And kinder bUs'nefs brings me now, 
Vanqvifli'd, at beauty's feet to bow. 
You have a daughter Sweet, forgive 
A Wolf's addrcls.— — In her I live; 
Love from her eyes like lightening came. 
And fet my marrow all on flame; 
Let your confent confirm my choice. 
And ratify our nnptial joys. 

Me ample wealth, and powV attend. 
Wide o'er the plains my realms extend: 
What midnight robber dare invade 
The fold, if I the guard am made^ 
At home the fhepherd's cur may ileep. 
While I fecure his matter's iheep. 
' Difcourfe like this, attention claimed; 
Grandeur the Mother's breaft inflam'd: 
Now fearlefs by his fide fhe walk'd. 
Of fettlements, and jointures talk'd ; 
Propos'd, and doubled her demands 
Of fiow'ry fields, and turnip-lands. 
The Wolf agrees. Her bofom fwelb^ 
To Mifs her happy fate fhe tells: 
And of her grand alliance vain. 
Contemns her kindred of the plain. 

The loathing Lamb with horror hears^ 
And wearies out her Dam with pra/rs : 
But all in vain; Mamma beft knew 
What unexperienc'd girls fhould do. 
So, to the neighbouring meadow carry'dj 
A formal afs the couple marry'd. 

.Torn from the Tyrant-mother's fide. 
The Trembler goes, a Viftim-bride ! 
Reluftant meets the rude embrace. 
And bleats among the howling race: 
With horror oft her eyes behold 
Her murder'd kindxe4 of the fold ; 
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Each day a ilfter-lan^ is ieiVds 
And at the Glutton's t;d)Ie carv'd) 
The crafliing bones he grinds {kx food} 
And flakes . his thirft with ftreaming blood. 

Love, who the cruel mind detefts^ 
And lodges but in gentle breafts^ 
Was now |io more* £njoTinient paft. 
The Savage hunger 'd for ,ihe fcaft : 
But (as we find, in human: race, , : 
A maik conceals the ViUaii^'s £^ce) , 
Juftice mud authorize the .treat.; 
Till then he lpng*d» but durft not eat. 

As forth he walk'd in queft of prey. 
The hunters ;met him on the way; 
Fear wings his flight; the marflx he fought j 
The fnuffing dogs are fet at lault* 
His ftomach balk'd, now hunger gnaws^ 
Howling he grinds his empty jftws; 
Food muft be had*-*-^and Lamb b nigh| 
His maw invokes the fraudful lye. 
Is this (diffenibling rage, he cry'd) 
The gentle virtue of^ a bride ? , 
That, leagu'd yith man's deftroyiqg race> 
She fets her hufband for the chace? 
By treach'ry prompts tlie noify hound 
1 o fcent his footfteps on the ground ? 
Thou Trait *refs vile ! for this thy , blood 
Shall glut my ragCj and dye. the wood I 

So faying, oh the Lamb he flieSj 
Beneath his jaws the Vidim dies. M. 



LXXi l!he GoosE. and the Swans. 

I HATE the face, however fair. 
That carries an affefted air; 
The lifping tone, the Ihape conftrainM, 
The. /luJy'd look) the pafiBon i^gn'd, ' ' 

Are 
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A Goofe, aflfeftcd, empty, vain, 
The fhrilleft of the cackling train, ^ ^ 

With proud, and elevated creft, ^ - « 

Precedence claimed above the reft. 

Says fee, I laugh at hun^an racc^ 
Who fay, Geefe hobble in their pace 5 - 
Look here!— the fland'roua lie dete£t 5 
Not haughty man is fo ereft. 
That peacock yonder! Lbrd', how vain 
Tke creature's of his gaud}^ train ! ' \ • - 

.If both were ftript, I'd pawn my word>. 
A Goofe would be the finer bird. 
Nature, to ' hide her own (fcfedb. 
Her bungled work with 'fin'ry decks; 
Were Geefe ftt off with haff that ^ /hew, \ "• 
Would ift^- admire the peicbcbd l#or^ 

Thus vaunting, crefs ,fM meftd ike {Mk4, 
The cackling breed- alCtthi* her ^kOks^j ' | 

* The Sun ftiot down His ito(lii-<4de be»iM, ' 
The Swans were fperting ia' the ^eotfis*^' 
Their fnowy plumes,* attd ftat«ly pfidtt 
Provok'd her fpleeti. Why «te«j fh» ctfd, 

Again, what arrogance We fee I 

Thofe creatures ! how they mkmc joac I 
Shall ev'ry fowl the waters fkim, 
Becaufe we Geefe are known to fwim? 
Humility they foon fhall karn, 
And their own emptinefs difcern. 

So faying, with extended wings, 
Lightly upon the wave ihe fprings ; 
Her bofom fwells, (he fpreads her plumes. 
And ,the Swan's ftately creft aflUmes. 
Contempt and mockery cnfu'd, 
And burfts of kughter fhook the floods 

A Swan, f«perior to the reft. 
Sprung forth, and thus the fix)l addrefs*d: 

Conceited thmg, elate with pride! 
Thy affedlation iS. deride } * ; *' 

Thefe 
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Thefe airs thy aukwardnefs impart^ 
And ihew thee plainlj as thou art. 
Among thy equals of the flock. 
Thou had'ft efcap'd the public mock. 
And as thy parts to good conduce. 
Been deem'd an honefl hobbling Goofe. 
Learn hence to ftudy Wifdom's rules; 
Know, foppery's the pride of fools; 
And ftriving Nature to conceal^ 
You only her defedts reveal. 



M. 



Lxxii. 7if Latter and Justice. 

LOVE( thou divhieft good below. 
Thy pure delights few mortals know I 
Our rebel hearts thy fvray difown. 
While tyrant luft ttfurp6 thy throne! 

The bounteous God of Nature made 
The fexes for each other's aid, . 
Their mutual talents to employ. 
To l^^en ills, and heighten joy. 
To weaker woman he affign'd 
That foft*nii;ig gentlenefs of mind,. 
That can, by lympathy, impart I 

Its likenefs, to the rougheft heart, | 

Her eyes with magic power endu*d, ' 

To fire the dull, and awe the rude. 
The rofy fingers on her face 
Shed lavidi ev'ry blooming grace. 
And ftamp'd (perfeftion to difplay) 
His mildeft image on her clay, 

Man, .^ftive, refolute, and bold. 
He fafhion'd in a different mould, 
With ufeful arts his mind informed. 
His breaft with nobler paffions warm'd; 
He gave him knowledge, tafte and fenfe. 
And courage, for the fair's defence. 
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Her frame, refiftlefs to each wrong. 

Demands proteftion from the ftrong; 

To man fhe flies, when fear alarms. 

And claims the temple of his arms. 
By Nature's Author thus declar'd 

The woman's fov'reign, and her guard. 

Shall man, by treach'rous wiles invade 

The weaknefs, he >vas meant to aid ? 

While beauty, given to infpire 

Protefting love, and foft deiire. 

Lights up a wild-fire in the heart. 

And to its own breaft points the dart. 

Becomes the fpoiler's bafe pretence 

To triumph over innocence? ^ 
The wolf, that tears the timorous fheep, 

Was never fet the fold to keep; 

Nor was the tyger, or the pard 

Meant the benighted traveller's guards * 

But man, the wildeft beaft of prey. 

Wears fricndfhip's fcmblance to betray; 
His ftrength againft the weak employs. 
And where he fhould proteA, deftroys. 

Paft twelve o'clock, the watchxnan cry'd, 
His brief the ftudioiis lawyer f^y'd ; . 
The all-prevailing fee lay nigh. 
The earneft of to-morrow's -lye; . 
Sndden the furious winds arife, ! 

The jarring cafement Aatter'd flies; 
The doors admit a hollow found. 
And rattling from their hinges ' bound ; 
When Juftlce in a blaze of light, 
Reveal'd her radiant form to iight. ' j ' 

The wretch with thrilling horror, fhook^ : 
Loofe ev'ry joint, and pale his look; ; r. • 
Not having feen her in the courts,-" 
Or found her mentioned in reports, i \: : ; 

He afk'd, with fault'ring tongue, her name. 
Her errand there, and w:hence fhe c^^xne?- 

Stern- 
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On' one fide only take the fee. 
Content with poverty and thee ? 

Thou bltild to feme, and vile of mln3^ 
Th* exafperated Shade rejoin'd ; 
If virtue from the world is flown. 
Will other's frauds excufe thy own ? 
For fickly fouls the prieft was madej 
Phyficians, for the body's aidj 
The foldier guarded liberty, 
Man woman,-^and the lawyer me. 
If all are faithlefs to their truft, 
They leave not thee the lefs unjuft. 
Henceforth your pleadings I difclaim. 
And bar the fanftion of my name ; 
Within your courts it fliall be read. 
That Juftice from the law is fled. 

She fpoke ; and hid in fhades her face, 
'Till Hardwick footh'd her into grace. 
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Lxxiii. The Farmer, fA> SPANIEL, andihe Cat. 

HT knits my dear her angry brow? 
What rude offence alarms you now ? 
1 faid that DcUa's fah-, 'tis true. 
But did I fay ffa« equaU'd you ? 
Can't I another's fece commend. 
Or to her virtue's be a friend. 
But inftantly your forehead lours. 
As if her merit Icflen'd yours ? 
From female enn^ never free. 
All muft be blind, becaufe you fee. 

Survey the gardens, fields, and bowVs, 
The buds, the bloflbms, smd the flowVs, 
Then tell me where theiwoodbine grows. 
That vies in fwcetncfs with the rofe ? 
Or where the lily's fnowy white. 
That throws fuch beauties on the fight .^ 
Yet foUy is it to declare, 
That thefe are neither fwcet nor fair. 

Y Th^ 
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The cryftal fhln^' with ndnter rajrs, 
Before the di'mond's brmhter ' blaze ; 
And fops will fay,, the di'n^ond dies 
Before the luftre of your eyes : 
But I, who deal in truth, deny, ^ 
That neither fhine when you are by. 

When zephyrs o'er the bloflbms uray^ 
And fweets along the air convey. 
Shan't I the fragrant breeze inhale, 
Becaufe you breathe . a fweeter §ale.?. 

Sweet are the flow'rs that, deck the field. 
Sweet is the ^mell the bloflbms yield. 
Sweet is the fummer'gale that, blows. 
And fweet, tho' fweeter you, the rpfe. 

Shall env^ then torment ypur hreaft. 
If you ard lovelier th?n^ th/e reft? 
For while I 'give to ejich her due. 
By praifing them I flatter ' you ; 
And praiiing -mofl:, I ftill declare 
Yoja fairpft, .wh|2;re. the r^ft arc fair. 

As at his board a Farmer fate, 
Repleniih'd by his homely treat,. \ "^^ 

His fiiViVite Spaniel near him ftood^ . 
And with his mafier fhar^d the food; 
The crackling bon^ his jaws deirour'd^ 
His lapping tongue the trenchers fcour'd^ . 
*Till fated now, fupine he lay. 
And fnor*d the^rifing fumes away. 

The hungry Cat, in turn, drew near. 
And humbly crav'd a fervant's fhare \ 
Her mpdefl: .worth the Mafter/knek, 
And ftr^ight the fat'nmg iporfei threw ^ 
Enrag'd, the fnarling Cur awoke, - ^ , ■ 
And thus, with fpiteful envy, Tpoke: 

They oiUy claim a right to eat. 
Who earn by fervices their meat. 
Me zeal and induftry inflame,. 
To fcour the fields and fpring the game 5 
Or, plunging Jn, the. wintry wave,- .. 
- ITor man the wounded Bird to fave. 
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With watchful diligence I. Keep, 
From prowling wolves^ his fleecy meep; 
At hotne his midnight hours Tecure, ' 
And drive the robber from tl;Le door. 
For this his breaft ' with ' klhdnefs glo^s^ 
For this his hand the ' foocl beftows \ 
And fhali thy indolence' impart 
A warmer friendfhip to Kis heart. 
That thus lie robs me of my due. 
To pamper fuch vile things" as you? 

I own (with meeknefs,' Pufs reply 'd) 
Superior merit on your fide ; ' 
Nor does my breaft with envy fwell^ 
To find it recompenc'd fo wellj 
Yet I, iii what my nature can. 
Contribute to the good of man. 
Whofe claws deftroy the 'pilf ring moufe ? 
Who drives the vermin from the houfe ? 
Or, watchful for the lab'ring fwain, 
Froqci lurking rats fecures the grain? 
From heric^, if he rewards beftow^ 
"Why fhould your heart ivith gall overflow? 
Why pine my happiiiefs to fee. 
Since there's enough for you and me? 

Thy words are juft, the Farmer cry'd. 
And ipurn'4 the "fnarler from his fide. M. ' 
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JLXXIV. T,be Owl and the NiGHTiNGAXE.. 

TO know the miftrefs* humour right. 
See if her maids are clean and tight i 

[f Betty waits without'' her ftays, 

>he copies but her lady's ways. 

»Vhen Mifs comes in" With boift'rous fhout, 

\nd drops no court'fj^, going but, 

)epcnd upont mamma is brie ' ' 

Vho reads or drinks too much alone. 

If bottled beer' her thirft afluage, ' ' / 

he feels cnt^i^aftic rage,* " ' * 

"^i Y*^ ' • An' 
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And burns with ardour to inherit 

The giftSj and workings of the fpiriU 

If learning crack her giddy brains^ 

No remedy, bat death, remains. 

^>um up the* various ills of life. 

And all are fweet to fuch a wife. 

At home, fuperior wit ihe vaunts. 

And twits her hufband with his wants; 

Her ragged offspring all around, 

Like pigs, are wallowing on the ground^ 

Impatient ever oF.controu), 

She knows no order, but of foul; 

With books her litter'd floor is fpread. 

Of namelefs authors, never read ; 

Foul linen, petticoats, and lace. 

Fill up the intermediate fpace. 

Abroad, at vifitings, her tongue 

Is never ftill, and always wrong; 

All meanings flie defines away, 

And ftands, with truth and i'enfe, at bay. 

If e'er ihe meets a gentle heart, 
Skiird in the houfewife's ufeful art^ 
Who makes her family her care, 
And builds. Contentment's temple there. 
She ftarts'at fuch miftakes in Nature, . 
And cries, lord help us I what a* creattXre I 

Melifla, if the moral ftrike. 
You'll find the fable not unlike. 

An Owi, puff d up with felf-conceit, 
Lov*d learning better than his meat; 
Old manufcripts he treafur'd up, 
And rummag'd ev'ry grocer's ihop; 
At paftry-cooks was known to ply. 
And ilrip for fcience every pye. 
For modern poetry, and wit. 
He had read all that Blackmbre writ; 
So intimate with Curl was grown. 
His learned treafures .were his own; 
To all his authors had accefs, 
Aad fomctimes would correft the prefi. 
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In logic he acquir'd . fuch knowledge, 

You*d fwcar him fellow of a college; 

Alike to eVery art, and fcience, ' ' • 

tiis daring genius bjd defiance, •• ' 

Aiid fwallow'd wifdoto, with that hafte, 

ThUt cits do ctiftards-tit a feaft. 

Withm the fticlter'of a w6od. 

One ev'ningi as he mufing ftood> 

Hard by; vtpon af leafy fpray, 

A Nightingale J)egan Jiis lay* . ^ i 

Sudden he ftarts» Xvitfi' anger Anng, 

And fcreeching, .i.n(errup;ts the fpngi 

Pert, bufy thing, thy airs give a er> 
And let my contemplations foar. 
What is the mufic of thy voice. 
But jarring diflonance, and noife? 
Be wife. True harmony, thou'lt find. 
Not in the tjiroat, \>ut in the mijjidj 
By empty chirping not attained. 
But by laborious iju4y gain'd. 
Go read the authors . Pope e^cplodes. 
Fathom the depth of Gibber's odes. 
With modem plays improve thy wit. 
Read all the learning Henley w^rit ; 
And if thou necd.'ft jnuft fin^, fing then, . 
And emulate the ways pf jnen;. > 

So flhalt thou gfOM)^, ^ifce jne, refin'd, 
And bring tmpravement to thy kind. 

ThjQulw;retch, the little warbler, cry'd,, . ^ 

Made up of ignorance and pride, 
Afk all the birds, and thi^'ll declarp> . :i 

A greater blockhead wings not air. .. » 

Read o'er thyf^lf, thy talents fcan, ', •; 

Science was only megnt for .man* 
No ufelefs author^ me mio^ft, , ... - ,. 

J mind the duties of j»j i)eft ; 
With careful wjng proteft my young,. 
And chear their cv'nings with a iong; .» 

Make fhprt th^ weary trav'Uj^rsjWiy, ; ,, 

Ajid warble in the .pqet%;J^y, , 

Y 3 Jhas, 



I 

I 

I 



aj8 SELECTMORAIi 

• f 

Thus, follQwing Nature, and her laws. 
From men, and birds I claim applaufe; 
While, nurs'd in pedantry, and flothy 
An Owl is fcorn'd alike by both. M. 



Lxxv. JJr Thrush and Pte. 

CONCEAUD withm an hawthorn bufh, 
We're told, that an eaLpericnc'd Thruih 
InftruAed, in the prime of (pring. 
Many a neighbouring bird to iing. 
She caroll'dj and her various fong 
Gave leflbns to the lift'ning throng : 
But (the entangling boughs between) 
Twas her delight to teach unfeen. 
At length, the little wond 'ring race 
Would fee thei^ fav'rite face to face; -^ 
They thought it hard to . be deny'd. 
And begg'd that ilie'd no longer hide. 
O'er.modeft, worth's peculiar feult. 
Another fhade the tut'refs fought} 
And loth to be too much admir'd^ 
In fecret from the bufh retired- 

An iii[pudent, prcfuming Pye, 
Malicious^ ignorant, and fly, 
Stole to the matron's vacant feat. 
And in her arrogance elate, 
Ruih'd fiwward— with— " My friends, you ftc 
"Thc.miftrefs of the choir in me: 
•' Here, be your due .devotion paid, 
•* I am the longftrefs of the Ibade.'* 

A Linnet, that &t lifl'ning nigh, 
Made the impoftor this reply: 
«* I fancy, friend, that vulgar throats 
" Were never form'd Ibr Warbling notes : 
** But if thefe lef&ns came from you, 
*« Repeat them in the public view ; 
••That your affertions may be clear, 
•'"Lot us behold, as well as hear." 
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The lengthening fong, thc^ foft'ning ftrain. 
Our chattVing Pye attempts iu yain \ 
For to the fool's eternal fhanie^ 
All flie could co0ipa£s was a fcreant. 

The birds enrag'd, around licr fly> 
Nt>r ihelter nor defence is nigh : 
The caitiff wretch, diftrefs'd— forlorn ! 
On cv*ry fide is pecked and torn ! 
Till for her vile, aflrocious lies, 
Under their angry beaks ihe dies. 

Such be his tate, whofc fcoundrel claim " * * 
Obtrudes. upon another's fame. ' C. 
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LXXTi. ^bc Ant and Caterpillar. 

AS an Ant, of his talents fuperiorly vain^ 
"Was. trotting, whh confequence> over the plaln^ 
A Worm, in his progrels rem^kably flow, 
Cry'de— "Blefsyour good worfhip wherever you go \ 
** I hope your great mightinefs won't take it iU^ 
** I pay my refpe£b with a hearty good will/' 
With a look of contempt and impertinent pride, 
*' Begone you vile reptile," his Antfhip reply'd ; 
*^ Go — go and lament your contemptible ftajbe, 
'< But firft-i— lookat me-^fee iliy Umbs how.frotoplete; 
^< I guide all my motions with freedom andeafe, 
*^ Run backward and forward, and turn when I pleaiei 
•* Of Nature (grown. weary) you (hocking eflay ! 
^* I fpurn you thus from me— crawl out of my way.** 

The Reptile infulted; and vtxt to the ibul, 
Crept onwards, and hid himfelf cloie in his hole; 
But Nature, detennin'd to end his diftrefs. 
Soon ient him abroad in a BujLterfly's dre^, . 

'£re long, the proud Ant, as repafiing the road, 
(Fatigu'd from the harveft, and tugging his load] 
The beau on a violet bank he beheld, 
Wlio(e vcfhure, in glory, a monarch's exceli'd % 
His plumage extended«^'twas rare to behold 
45 o lovely a mixture of purple and gold. 
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The Ant-^uite ^ipaz'd ^t a figure fp gay, 
Bow'd low witii'refpea,*and was trudgiiig^atray. 
«< Stop, friend; Tavs the ButtctBy-^— Bon^t be for. 

" pnz'd^ ' 
„ 1 ©ncc was thereptlleyou fputn^'d and defpis*d ; 
** But now I cin mount, in the fan-)fcierfms'l playj 
<* While you oiuft* for tycr, drvid^^ohlh your tvay.** 

A wretch, though tQ;-d|^y he's o*erlpaded with Ibrrow, 

May foar aboTe thofe ti^at QpprcJTs'd hi^, to^morrqn?. 

. ' ' /. "^" ' ' ' C. 
____^__ • • < 

I -»LXXVH. TJ^ Rose fl/jd pUfTERFtT. 

i A T day's early dawn a gay Butterfly fpj'd 

j Jl^ AT)udding young Role, aifd'hcWuh'd herhis 

• bride: r . 

She bluih'd when fhe heard him his paiSon declare. 
And tendertf toldJiim«^he need niot (^berfpair* 
<. ''I^tieir &ith>wa$fooi|i {ilight)dd,a$ Jmecs.willMo, 
He fwore to be cooftant, fte vow'd.t^.bfctr^e. 
i in had not been ' prudent to «deai .w^kh delay^ 

i _ The bliioM of a rofe pa%8''qtjickly a^y^ . . 
} And the pnide of a butterfly dies in zAzjf. 

! When wedded, aw^y the wlijg'd gentleman ihles<^ 

' From^fiow Vet to liow'ret he wantonly tflics 5 

Nor did^hekvlfit his bridey 'till thefiih 

; The -Role tkttS tei^r^dAi'hxmU^^ cA^cady ib. cpid ! • 

^4i0W leign*d, Oy^ii faflft onej thepaiEon/yoatoict ! 
^'Tisan age ^nce yottjeft me:^ She sx^eaudt a few 

I " : . 'hours; ' • • ^ 

I But fuch s^e'^l fuppofe the <fond language of SLavasrs : 

^ • I faw wheii voA davc *he bafc violet a. ki&: 




« On ft^^^ttfipj^aite t»\tdi«yi I'faw your fond rape> 

• Nor yet could the pitVful prilnrofe efcape : . 

* Dull dftSwiiU too, were with ardour addre&^d^ 
« And popples^ ifi^ccnted, yoVkindly carcfe'd;** ' 
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The coxcomb was piqued^ and reply'd witk a fnccr, . 

* That you're firft to complain, 1 commend you my 

•dear! 

* But know, from your c<»idud: my maxims I drew^ 

* And if Fm inconliant, I copy from you. 

* I faw tke boy Zephyrus rifle your charms, 

* I faw how you iimper*d, and fmil'd in his arms ; 

* The honey-bee kiw'd you, you cannot difowji, 
' Tou fevour'd befides — O difhonour— a drone \ 

* Tet worfe— 'tis a crime that you muft not deny, 

* Tour fweets were made common, falfe Rofe, to a fly.* 

This law, long ago, did Love'9 Providence make. 
That ev'ry Coquet ihould be curs'd with a rake* 

C. 
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'ixxviii* ^he Sheep and the Bramble-Bvsh* 

AThick-twiflred brak;?> iti tlje time of a ftorm, 
Seem'd kindly to cover a Sheep : 
So fnug, for a while, he lay fhelter^d and warm. 

It quietly footh'd him a-fleep. 
The clouds are now fcatter'd— -the. winds are at peace^ 

The Sheep to his pafture inclin'd : 
But ah ! the fell thicket lays hold of his fleece. 

His coat is left forfeit behind. 
My friend, who the thicket of law never tr^d, 

Confider before you get in ; 
Tho* judgment and fentence are pafs'd on your fide. 

By Jove, you'll be fleec'd to the flcin. ' C. 



Lxxix. The Fox and the Cat. 

THE Fox and the Cat, as they travelTd one day, 
With moral difcourfes cut fliorter the way : 
« *Tis great (fays the Fox) to make juftice our guide V 
* How godlike is mercy !' Grimalkin rcply*d. 

While thus they proceeded, — a Wolf from the wood, 
Jxnpatient of hunger, and thirfting for bloknl, 
KufhM forth*-as he faw the dull ihephefd afleep, 
.And feiafd for his fupper an innocent Sheep. 
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' In vain, wctchcd viftim, for mcrcyyoijj bleat, 

• When mutton*s at hand,*((ays tlie-WblF) rnitiftcat.* . 

Grimalkin's ftftoni{h*d,^th^' Fox ftbc^aaghjft; 
To fee tl>e fell beaft at hi^ bloodj^ repaft, "* ''* 
« What a wretch, (fays'the Cait)'^is thfe vileft of bnitcs ! 

• Docs he feed upon flefli, when the^-d's Tierbage, and 

* roots r 
Cries the Fox — * While our oaks give usacpms fo good, , 

• What a tyrant is this, to fpill inftocent bibbd ?* 

Well, onward they march d, and they' n>6raliz*d ftill, 
*Xill they caiue where fonife noultry' piclL'3" chafiTby a , 

• ' -n .M* ' • '• ," >'•' •' ^ •' « , ,1 "^z • 

mill ; 

Sly Reynard furvcy'd them with gluttonous eyes. 

And made, fpite of morals, a pullet his prize. 

A Moufe too, that chanc'd from her covert to firay) 

The greedy Cvrimalkiniecur'das her prey. 

^ A Sp^pr that Alt in hfir wqf) 09 t^g ^ril, 

Perceiv'd thj^ poor vicxjma, and pity!4 their fall ; 

She cry'd— ^ Or Tuth tpiir&e'rs now^ guiUlpi*s ait^^I !* 

So ran to regaleoii a new-taken fly. ' 

The faults of our neighbours with freedom we bljun^t 
B^t tax not ourMves, th<^-we praAife the fiunCi C. 
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'ABlviamTbUY CONCLUSION I 



Kind of Summary of the Wkole. 



i t . \ 



*AY up '^ito, hihe heads ih tour menioW,' wjtfc 
',much care as if they wei*e a preftnt from tl 




as 
they wei*e ' a ; 'prefcnt 'from "^the 
nine Mujes.^ .. , . . ^\ . ,. , • ^ • "rco 
; F'trji^ iSe' ciridid, 'Aii^ere,' atid inodeMy grave. , Xet 
jiiftice and piety have their, fhare in ybtir ' ' chafadter. . 
' Let your temper tie remarkahle for muaners afad good- 
.nature j/ and he always entcrprilmg and' vi^oVpu&in 
yourbufinefs. Arid, in.fliort, ftrive tp'tiejuft^'luch 
as virtue an4 learning ydiild'niake^ybu. , ^ . \. ( 
^tecdnfilyn^ Be' atways doing fometWng 'ferytceabk' to 
'mankind, arid let tlii^ cortlfant generbfityl)e fpijr only 
pleafure 5 not forgettmg, m the mean time, a due re- 
verence ahci regairci for turbd and relfcion.^ . . 
^hirStti Bring ypiirwill to/youyfateV^aiidTuit y6ur 

mmo to ypuf circumltances. , ^ or ^ ^ » . 

iShininff heaps of piaiiy plate, 

AIJ the dewgaws men .prefer, ; . . . . , . 
Gflded roofs and oeds of ftate, , . . . 1 . , 

Cannot real wealth confer. ' i * - ^ - 

The man that's honeft, wife, and brave. 

In body found, in fpirit free. 
If he pofTefs what nature crave. 
Is in truth as rich as he. 
Fourthly^ Fortify at home;, and rely upon yourfclf : 
For a rational mind is born to the privilege of inde- 
pendence. Honefty, and the inward quiet confequent 
to it, is enough, in^ajl ddbicilnce,'io make you happy. 
Fifthly^ Don't be fond of any thing, or think that 
for your intereft which makes you break your word, 
quit your modefty, be of a diiTembling, fufpicious, or 
outrageous humour ; which puts you upon hating any 
perfbn, and inclines you to any praftice which wo~'" 
bear the light, and look the world in the face. 
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a64 ADMONITORY CONCLUSION. 



Sixtilvj Believe, that if vour judgment pronounces 
Ti^bitp it your *a<]bi^p9^ -are niendly and ireU meanti u 
foiit mind is contented and' reugned to ProvidcncCi 
you are in pofleffion oiibi greateft bleffings*. . 

Seventhly^ Be neither flave nor tyrant to any body 
in your bdbaviour* 

Eighthly f T^^^M out pf the p<?wcr of tjrnth to give 
you an ill character j and, if any body reports you not 
' to be honeft or good, let your prafticc give him the lie. 

itfif«/i/j?, Confided ^ith yourfelf, that people of all 
conditions^ profeffions, and countries, aire forced to 
die :' Caft your eyes up6n what fort of mortals you 

• pleafe; and you'll find them go the way of all flefh. 
\ '. Think therefore upon your laft hour; and don't be 
? 'biify^bout other people's faults, but leave them with 
I tnofe that muft anfwfer for tiiem. 

, As you have received thefe nwe precepts from the 
' , Mufes, take tJiis 7^«/A, if you pleafe,. from their pr^^* 
dent and inftruftor, Appllb.' "Who feys — 

Every one of you may be a very happy fellow in an. 
ground, pr6vid^d you have the wit to chufe your fo: 

* tune'hattd^fomely ; Now, if you aft: further, lays hc,i 
muft tell youHf your, m'anners be good, your forttinf 
can never be bad; For in a word, happinefs liesau 
in the fun£tion&^of reafbh, in warrantable defircs, and 
legular praftice, * , 
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